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August. 1989 

To our members: 

A year in review allows us to look back over the last year and see our 
accomplishments. We hosted the State Genealogical Society Conference for 
the first time and it proved to be very successful due to the work of many 
of our members. 

Our emphasis this year has been our new members and making our visitors feel 
welcome. We acquired 69 new members with an average of 16 visitors at each 
meeting. We held a new members orientation class and in the new year we want 
to expand this into a regular monthly class to help our newer genealogists 
become better informed in the basics of research. 

Our publication library continues to grow. The Early Vital Records of 
Pensacola, Vol II, Births 1899-1910 and Vol III, Deaths 1899-1910, have been 
sent to the printer. We want to give our heartfelt thanks to the members who 
spent so many hours diligently collecting this information. The new year should 
see Gravestone Registry, Escambia County, Vol III, St John's Cemetery, completed 
and ready for the printer. 

A computer interest group was started this year for members who have branched 
out into automation. With an average of 10 members at each meet'ing, they meet 
once a month to review available programs and discuss problems. Anyone who is 
interested or thinks they may be interested is welcome to attend. 

We have a very good speaker scheduled for our Fall Conference in September. 
Helen Leary will be speaking to us on Early American Handwriting, North Carolina 
Research and ways to distinguish between two people with the same name. We 
expect a good turnout. 

We have published our 9th journal and this one contains an index of all the journals 
to date. Each of our future journals will be indexed. We want to thank the 
members who helped with this endeavor also. expecially'Sheila Martin who brought 
it all tQgether. 

We look forward to another year of continued growth and education. 

Sincere ly, 

_-",-,WE",-",ST FLORIDA GENEALOGICAL SOCIET_Y_ 

Carolyn M Rowe 
President 

P. O. Box 947 • Pensacola, Florida 32594-0947 



History of the West Florida Genealogical Society 

by Betty Gray, Historian 

When you look at the books the Society has published ... 

When you remember the conferences - featuring nationally 
known speakers - the Society has sponsored ... 

When you recall last year, the Society hosted the Florida 
State Genealogical conference ... 

Then it seems almost amazing today we are celebrating 
only the Seventh birthday of our group. 

But as we look forward to the Society's future, let's 
also take a few minutes to look back at what might be called 

.. our Society's genealogy. 

The Winter of 1981 and the spring of 1982 saw two important 
things happen for genealogists in this area. 

Number 1. In November 1981, as a response to the community's 
growing interest in genealogy, a new weekly column appeared in 
the Pensacola News-Journal. This column was named "Family Quest" 
written by Dot Brown. The column gave local genealogists, whether 
long time researchers or, like myself, neophytes, a much needed 
forum for obtaining and exchanging information. 

Number 2. The staff of the West Florida Regional Library 
also noted the increasing interest in genealogy. The library's 
Genealogy and Local History Division decided a meeting for those 
working to climb their family tree might be well received, and 
May 8, 1982, was the date chosen. 

So two needed factors were now in place. Local genealogists 
had a definite location in the newspaper to look each week for 
genealogy "news" and someone was sponsoring a meeting for those 
inters ted in genealogy. Guess you could say the time was ripe . 

. The May, 1982 meeting sponsored by the library was 
entitled "Getting Started in Genealogy" and held in the meeting 
room of the West Florida Regional library. Presenting the program 
were Dean DeBolt, Dicy Bowman, Emily Johnson, Sandra Johnson, 
Dolly Pollard, Berdine Rittenhouse, Leora Sutton and Sid Thomes. 
The response at that Saturday meeting was fantastic. Prospective 
attendees had to be turned away because the meeting room was 
so quickly filled. 



Encouraged by such overwhelming interest those at the 
meeting enthusiastically voted to form a genealogical society. 
Anne Todd was elected chairman of a 10-member steering committee. 
The committee was to report to the group at a meeting in June. 

More than 180 people attended that organizational meeting 
of the West Florida Genealogical Society held June 12, 1982, 
at the library. At the meeting, bylaws were approved, officers 
were elected, meeting date (the second Saturday of each month) 
selected, and membership dues paid. The first officers were 
Dicy Bowman, president; Dean DeBolt, vice president; Gladys Daw, 
Recording Secretary, Rita Saunders, corresponding secretary, 
Sid Thomes, Treasurer, Harriet Bruno, Berdine Rittenhouse, Leora 
Sutton and Anne Todd, Directors. Charter membership totaled 
189. 

West Florida Genealogical Society was a reality! 

Since the Society needed a larger meeting room than 
available at the library, the July 1982 meeting was held at the 
Pensacola Junior College. The program at the first regular monthly 
meeting of the Society was "Everything You've Always Wanted to 
Know About the U. S. Census But Were Afraid to Ask." Dean DeBolt 
was speaker. 

July of 1982 also marked the debut of the Society's 
newsletter with Dean DeBolt editor. 

With attendance at the monthly meetings continuing 
strong and membership continuing to grow, in February 1983 the 
Society held it first all day conference. F. Wilbur Helmbold 
and Winston DeVille were the speakers. Berdine Rittenhouse was 
conference coordinator. 

The spring and summer months of 1983 were a busy time 
with a new innovation announced almost monthly. During those 
months the Society began the Genealogy of America Series. The 
series focused on research in a particular state with a different 
state featured each month. 

The first standing committee chairmen were appointed. 
Ten committees from A (Ancestor Charts) to W (Workshops) were 
formed. A Society library was started and the first purchase 
of books made. 

The Society decided to embark upon the ambitious project 
of recording burials in all cemeteries in Escambia and Santa 
Rosa Counties. Also the Society began alphabetizing the 1870 
United States Census of Escambia County. 

With membership reaching over the 300-mark the Society 
cut its first birthday cake in September, 1983. 



I've spoken somewhat at length about the first year 
because of its great importance. That year laid the foundation 
for all our Society's growth and achievements. Now, because 
of the time element, I'll scan the rest of the years more quickly 
- only touching upon a few highlights for each year. 

As the first birthday celebration marked the beginning 
of the Society's second year, charter president Dicy Bowman was 
re-elected President. In November, 1983, Val D. Greenwood was 
the speaker at the second Society sponsored conference. During 
the year, Evan Strohl was appointed Escambia county Cemetery 
chairman, and Richard Jernigan was named chairman for Santa Rosa 
County Cemeteries. 

The Society began providing genealogical books to members 
at slightly discounted price by placing bulk orders. Also initiated 
was a census microfilm rental program. By the end of the second 
year, the membership roster listed approximately 350 names. 

After blowing out the candles on birthday cake number 
two, our third year was started with Linda Curry elected president 
at the annual September business meeting. Undoubtedly one of 
the pinnacles of that third year was the appearance of Milton 
Rubincam as the speaker for the Society's third conference. 
Pensacola Mayor Vince Whibbs welcomed Mr. Rubincam and TV Channel 
3 covered the conference. 

Members received the first issue of the West Florida 
Genealogical Society's journal which was named "West Florida 
Footprints". 

Acid-free paper and boxes were purchased by the Society 
for resale to members. In March, 1985, Gayle Peters of the Atlanta 
branch of the National Archives was the speaker at conference 
number four. 

The first special publication of the Society was offered 
for sale. The book was entitled Every-Name Index to the 1870 
U. S. Census for Escambia County, Florida. Work was begun on 
abstracting birth and death information from the Escambia County 
health Department books for 1891 to 1910. A Scottish ancestry 
Study Group and a British ancestry Study Group were started. 

Year three ended with a membership total of 355, and 
year four started with the election of Gladys Daw as Society 
president. On November 9, 1985, Dr. George K. Schweitzer was 
the speaker at the fifth Society conference. In January, the 
Society's monthly meetings moved from Pensacola Junior College 
to the Fellowship Hall of the Gadsden Street united Methodist 
Church. 

Featured at the regular monthly meeting in February, 
1986, was Delbra D. McGriff of the genealogical section of the 



Florida State Archives in Tallahassee. That month the Society's 
executive board hosted an evening reception and social for members 
at the Quayside Gallery. 

In May, by popular request, Dr. Schweitzer returned 
as speaker for the sixth Society-sponsored conference. 

At the close of the fourth year, the Society had 348 
members. Gladys Daw was re-elected President as the fifth year 
began. Society members were at work on a name extracting and 
indexing project, listing names mentioned in early Pensacola 
newspapers. Sheila Martin became editor of the Society's newsletter. 

Gravestone Registry, Escambia County, Volume 1, was 
published by the Society. Also fresh from the presses was Santa 
Rosa Cemeteries: Gravestone Inscriptions for All Cemeteries 
in Santa Rosa County, Florida. Holdings in the Society's library 
had grown to 390. 

Another September brought another birthday cake as 
September, 1987 marked the Society's fifth anniversary. Elected 
to serve as president during our sixth year was Sheila Martin. 
The topic of the seventh conference was "Great Philadelphia Wagon 
Road", with Jo White Linn was the speaker. At the conference 
West Florida Genealogical Society's banner made its first public 
appearance. The banner was designed by Golson Harrison, executed 
by Mary Anna Barfield with the stand made by Jesse Barfield. 
A visit to Pensacola by the Heritage Quest Road Show was sponsored 
by the Society in November. Pre-publication orders for Early 
Vital Records of Pensacola, Florida: Volume 1 = Births and Deaths 
1891-1899 were being accepted. 

In May, a large group of Society members attended the 
National Genealogical Society conference held in Biloxi, Mississippi. 

Year Six became history and year Seven began with the 
election of Carolyn Rowe as President. Gravestone Registry for 
Escambia County, Florida, Volume 1l was ready to go to the printers. 
The twelfth Annual Conference of the Florida State Genealogical 
Society was held in Pensacola and hosted by our Society. Priscilla 
Nobles was chairperson for the local host Society and Pete Baucum 
was facilities coordinator. Volumes 1 through 8 of the Society's 
Journal were indexed. 

A Computer Interest Group for genealogists was organized 
and the German Genealogical interest group started. Ancestor 
charts submitted by Society members were indexed to prepare a 
Surname List of ancestors being researched by Society members. 
Volume 2: Births 1899-1910 and Volume 3: Deaths 1899-1910 of 
Pensacola Vital Records were sent to the publishers. 

So passed the Society's seventh year and here we are 
ready for year number eight to begin. Happy Birthday, WFGS. 



John C. Pace Library -- University of West Florida 

S P E C I A L COL L ! C T ION S 

Nov e m b e r 1 988 

Purpose 

Founded in 1966, the goal of the Special Collections Department is 
to document the history and development of the West Florida region through the 
acquisition of published and unpublished materials concerning the region. 
These materials include family papers, diaries, business records. church 
records. governmental materials, photographs. maps. blueprints, newspapers, 
books. microfilms. videotapes, and other materials. These holdings include 
some 500 manuscript collections containing nearly one million items; 30.000 
photographs; 25,000 newspapers; 8.000 bibliographical items, and thousands of 
reels of microfilm holdings. 

Chronologically and historically. West Florida is defined in two 
ways. Prior to 1821, West Florida encompassed the region between the 
Mississippi River to the West and the Apalachicola River to the East, bordered 
by the Gulf of Mexico to the south and the treaty-defined border with the 
United States to the North. This area included parts of present-day 
Louisiana. Mississippi. Alabama, Georgia, and Florida. With the creation of 
the Florida Territory in 1821, West Florida is defined as the area between the 
Perdido River on the west and the Apalachicola River to the east, covering the 
present-day 10-county area of the Florida Panhandle. 

Materials acquired for the collection are cataloged. treated to 
insure preservation. indexed in the Department's retrieval tools, stored in 
the environmentally-controlled quarters, and made available to any interested 
researcher. 

Using the Collections 

Manuscript Collections. There are nearly 500 separate manuscript 
collections in the Department, each ranging from just a few up to 50.000 items 
per collection. dating from as early as 1720 up to the present time. Some 
collection are personal papers of the individual. such as Sidney J. Catts 
Papers or Henry Marie Brackenridge Collection; records of organizations such 
as the St. John's Cemetery Association or the United Daughters of the 
Confederacy; businesses such as the Bay Point Mill Company, the Alger Sullivan 
Lumber Company, or the West Florida Railroad collection; or topics such as 
the U.S. Navy Yard Collection, the Gulf Islands National Seashore Records, 
and similar groups. 

The Guide to the Manuscript Collections (1979) lists many of the 
collections in the department and includes a name and subject index. Since 
1979, all new additions are listed in the Department's card catalog by name 
and topic with extensive indexing of personal names and important subjects. 



The Guide to the Manuscript Collections (1979) lists many of the 
collections in the department and includes a name and subject index. Since 
1979, all new additions are listed in the Department's card catalog by name 
and topic with extensive indexing of personal names and important subjects. 

Most all manuscript collections also have a separate inventory listing 
of the materials which may be consulted to narrow the search down to specific 
boxes or folders. 

Newspaper Collections. Special Collections has managed to gather the 
largest holding of West Florida newspapers in existence, ranging from runs of 
issues and bound volumes to microfilm holdings of most all newspapers 
published in West Florida between 1821 and the present. Most all newspaper 
titles are listed on the Library's LUIS database and users should consult with 
Special Collections staff to ascertain whether specific dates and issues are 
available. The present newspaper collection contains some 300 different 
newspaper titles and some 25,000 individual newspapers. A Bibliography of 
West Florida Newspapers is presently being compiled for completion in 1989. 

The Department presently subscribes to and maintains backfiles of 
some 30 newspapers currently published in the Panhandle ranging from dailies 
to weekly newspapers. 

BibliographY of West Florida. This project begun in 1967 by James A. 
Servies and still being continued by Special Collections staff, is an 
ambitious attempt to list and to describe every major printed work relating to 
Pensacola and the western Florida counties. The publications listed may 
include books, journal articles, technical reports, government publications, 
theses, dissertations, and other published materials. The first three 
volumes were published in 1975 (Volume I - 1535-1915; Volume II - 1916-1971; 
Volume III - Index) and were revised and republished in 1981 with the addition 
of Volume IV, containing new discoveries and extending the covered period from 
1971 to 1981, with its own index. 

The Bibliography from 1981 to the present is in unpublished form and 
available in the Department. The indexes give extensive title, personal name, 
and subject control over some 40,000 published resources on the Gulf Coast and 
care has been taken to extensively index biographical material of people of 
the region. 

Rare Book Collection. The Special Collections Department also has 
the Rare Book collection for the Library. Rare books may be books which are 
rare, autographed by the author, have special bindings, or need special care 
and storage. All books are listed in the Library's LUIS system, but may not 
circulate out of the Department. In some cases, additional copies and 
reprints or photocopies are available for loan. The earliest published item 
in the Rare Book collection is dated 1460, and there are some monastic sheet 
music and illuminated manuscripts from the 14th century. The Rare Book 
collection also includes West Florida books, which may not be rare, but which 
aid the researcher by being centrally located with the remaining West Florida 
research collections. 



Photograph Collections. Photograph collections include some 30,000 
photographs of the West Florida region ranging from personal portraits to city 
scenes. The collections are arranged by county. then by city, and then by 
subject in a reading file that users may browse through. Copies of 
photographs may be purchased for a modest fee. 

Map Collections. Another area of the Special Collections Department 
is the historical map collection. There are three main categories of maps in 
the Department, however emphasis is placed on maps showing areas of West 
Florida (cities, land grants, topographical, quadrangle, etc.), and also 
on Florida, Alabama. Mississippi. Georgia, and to a lesser extent, the South. 

a) Main Hap Collection. Arranged chronologically. this includes 
original charts and printed maps from the 1700s to the 
present covering West Florida and Florida. Host of the 
maps in this collection are original maps. (8 drawers) 

b) Supplementary Hap C~llection. Arranged roughly by locale. this 
collection comprises photocopy maps of West Florida and 
environs obtained from the Library of Congress. British 
Museum, National Archives. Public Archives of Canada. 
and other libraries and archives throughout the world. 
(14 drawers) 

c) Geographical Reference Collection. Arranged by continent, 
country, state or province, this collection contains 
world and U.S. maps from 1700s to 1920s. Strengths are 
the fifty folders of American state maps showing county 
boundaries and locations from territorial to twentieth 
century for most all states. (3 drawers) 

University Archives. The Special Collections Department is also 
the University Archives. documenting the history and development of the 
University of West Florida. These collections include official records of the 
University and its offices. university publications, papers of students, 
faculty and staff members. memorabilia, Board of Regents records. and other 
materials concerning the University. 

Panton, Leslie and Company Papers. From 1783 to 1847. the Panton. 
Leslie & Company and its succ~ssor firm. John Forbes and Company were trading 
firms based in Florida. Following the transfer of the Floridas from British 
to Spanish rule in 1783. the company acquired a virtual monopoly of the 
southeastern,Indian trade. A dozen trading posts'stretched from Nassau to 
present-day Memphis, and the firm also became one of the largest real estate 
speculators in the Southeast. Dr. William S. Coker and the University of 
West Florida Library embarked, in the 1970s, on a project to acquire copies of 
all of the records and papers of the company scattered in libraries and 
archives throughout the world. In 1986. the Papers of Panton, Leslie & 
Company were published on 26 reels of microfi1m by Research Publications, 
along with a 764-page guide providing chronological and name access to the 
materials. 



The Panton, Leslie & Company Papers collection comprises the copies of 
the materials used in the project as well as hundreds of reels of microfilm 
collections. Many of these materials are especially pertinent to any study of 
the southeastern United States and Florida in the period prior to statehood. 
A sampling of the over 500 microfilm reels in the collection are lhtgd 1::210 .... : 

Spanish records, Archivo General des Indias, Seville. 33 reels. 
Archivo Historico Nacional. Maps, plans, state papers. 42 reels. 

British Museum. 
Haldimand Papers, 1758-1777. 
Public Record Office, Colonial offices. 54 reels. 

East Baton Rouge Parish, Spanish colonial records. 16 reels. 

Transcript of Cabildo Records, New Orleans Public Library. 7 reels 

East Florida papers, 175 reels. 

Other Collections 

In addition to the many Spanish archival records available on 
microfilm in the Panton, Leslie & Company papers, and in library collections, 
there are also substantial holdings of French and British Records. Microfilm 
of the Louisiana Colonial Records Project whicll filmed the C13A, French 
Colonial Archives records, 1694-1819 (65 reels) and numerous collections of 
the United States National Archives have also been acquired. 

Although only twenty years old, the John C. Pace Library of the 
University of West Florida maintains a strong collection in the humanities and 
liberal arts. There are extensive genealogical research resources within the 
Library collections, especially in the Library of Congress numbers "cs" and 
"F" sections. The Library also has Census records on microfilm. Numerous 
runs of major American periodicals from the 17th century to the present are 
also available. Genealogical researchers should check with the Special 
Collections Librarian for additional information. 

Address: Special Collections 
John C. Pace Library 
University of West Florida 
Pensacola, FL 32514-5750 

Telephone: (904) 4'4-2213 

Hours: Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Saturday, 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 

Special appointments for hours outside of these 
may be made by arrangement with the Librarian. Hours are 
subject to change due to university holidays, semester 
breaks, etc. 

Staff: Dean DeBolt, University Librarian 
Katrina King 
Lee Scott 



SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
JOHN C. PACE LIBRARY 
UNIVERSITY 0' WEST 'LORIDA 

Collection Highlight #1 

GENEALOGICAL INDEX OF THE 
NEWBERRY LIBRARY 

MF 971 (Microfilm. 8 reels) 

The Newberry Library. Chicago. Illinois is one of the largest private 
research libraries in America. specializing in the history and development of 
the United States from earliest settlement to 1900. 

The Genealogical Index. also called the "Wall Index." was compiled 
over a twenty year period and is an index to surnames of American families and 
persons indexed from thousands of historical and research publications. town 
and city histories. vital records. and other biographical sources. This 
microfilm reproduces the 1960 printed book catalog of the Genealogical Index. 
The index is arranged alphabetically by surname, then by region, and alpha­
betically by state in the region. After the entries for the name in the 
United States, are entries for Canada, Great Britain and other countries. 
Altogether over 500.000 names are arranged. 

As a composite index to thousands of published sources. this index can 
provide you with the titles of other publications and journals to check. 
These mayor may not be held by the John C. Pace Library. but should be 
available through other libraries and research institutions. 

SAMPLE ARRANGEMENT OF THE INDEX 

NEW ENGLAND 

CONNECTICUT 

Abby or Abbee family 

----Connecticut marriages prior to 
1800 (Bailey, F.W.) 1899:4 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Abby family 

----Essex Inst. Hist. ColI. , 1:1859 
See Index 

INDIANA 

[Card catalog arrangement] 

---First regional heading 

---First state alphabeti­
cally in region 

--- SURNAME 

title of publication 
name of author 
date of bookj volume/po 

Next state alphabeti­
cally in region 

---name of publication, 
with volume/date 

Next region (midwest) 
first state 

***Genealogical Index of the Newberry Library acquired through the 
Robert M. Pulley Memorial Fund*** 



HOW OLD IS THAT BUILDING? 

by Lee Sutton 

The relationship between buildings and genealogy becomes apparent 
as one participates in the rewarding pasttime of searching for 
one's personal history. 

A person's curiosity is aroused when passing a building: Isn't 
that an interesting architecture? How old is it? Who lived 
there? What was the building used for? These are questions 
similar to those the genealogist ponders. How old was he when he 
died? Where did he live? Is the place still standing? Are 
stories about him/her really true? The same process is followed 
to find the answers about a building as in the search for one's 
ancestors. 

A family bible or genealogical chart is used as a guide to family 
relationships. A deed or abstract to the property is the guide 
for establishing ownership over the years and an indication of 
when a structure was built. If an abstract is unavailable to 
you, a legal description of the property is available at~the Tax 
Collector's office in the county courthouse. 

Armed with this very important information, one can verify 
present ownership in the deed room, then proceed to trace former 
owners. Indexes in a deed room will be marked grantor and 
grantee. They give name, date of transaction, book and page 
number of the original recording, and a brief description of the 
property. Further search will provide renumeration of the 
transaction, sometimes occupation of purchaser and former 
residence of purchaser. 

If the property was part of wedding dower, or a legacy, the 
relationship of grantee and grantor will be given. A division of 
property will give names of all living heirs. Names of slaves or 
servants will appear. Mortgages give similar information as well 
as source of financing. For those researching commercial 
property, the Articles of incorporation found in the deed room 
may be of help. Cattle brands and boat registrations are also 
located with deeds. 

Patience is a needed virtue when following the trail dictated by 
a legal description of the property, especially when there is 
more than one set of buildings located on a lot. 

The Quina House: 

For example, while searching for a date of construction on the 
Quina House, located in Pensacola near the southeast corner of 
Alcaniz and Intendencia, the legal description was given as Lot 
143, Block 18, 123.33 ft. x 172.25. The map showed this lot 
running north and south. Four houses faced west. One was a 
brick store obviously built during the turn of the century. One 



How Old is That Building? 

wooden house had two rooms with center fireplace and storage room 
with an entrance from a back veranda, typical of the French creole 

style. Piers were of soft brick. Excavated two sided fireplace 
in the rear had smaller and harder bricks of different colors. 
The third house had four rooms with end fireplaces; the brick was 
soft. The building was close to the earth, with veranda front 
and back. The fourth house was larger, high piers, four rooms 
upstairs and downstairs, a center fireplace, kitchen attached to 
back veranda, two rooms. This house was obviously extending onto 
the adjoining lot to the south. When was the two room Quina 
house built? 

The abstract shows the sale of the north half of Lot 143 to John 
Flinn in March, 1821. The brick store was built on the north 
quarter of the lot around 1884, according to the Sandborn 
Insurance Company. The three other buildings also were shown. 
The abstract mentions "the improvements made by Desiderio Quina, 
(Sr.)." Quina bouth the south part of Lot 143 on Oct. 21, 1821. 
He was executor of the Touart estate that adjoined his property 
on the south and sold the Touart property to his brother-in-law, 
Francisco Bobe, who built the larger house. The largest portion 
of the house rested on property of Quina and the rest on property 
formerly owned by Touart. Bobe settled later with the Quinas. 

The Quinas had seven children and at least two slaves. Flinn 
died in 1827 and Quina purchased the north half of the lot. This 
enabled him to make improvements. It is possible that the "Quina 
House" was already on the lot when Flinn purchased the lot. It 
is possible that Quina added a two room kitchen. It was the 
custom in Spanish Pensacola to have young men sleep in separate 
quarters, in this case, the South house, and the servants (if 
only two) could have slept in the second room of the kitchen, or 
in another building since removed. Mother and father, in typical 
French creole style, would occupy the "chamber" with little ones. 
Older daughters were close by. 

It would not be possible to tell the date of the construction of 
"Quina House" from the abstract alone, although it had been noted 
that Desiderio "had made improvements." Architectural detail, 
archeology, and other factors would establish the date as around 
1810, a decade before Quina owned the property. Time and 
patience paid off. 

The probate office plays another role in the search for primary 
source material for genealogists and for ascertaining data for a 
building. Probate files do not always have a Will in them. 
Wills are usually registered in a will Book. A probate file will 
give date of death for the deceased, and next of kin and name of 
the executor or administrator of the estate. Children will be 
listed. A legal description of property the deceased had at the 
time of death an9 the disposition of the property will be shown. 



How Old is that Building? 

Inventories of furnishings and contents of stores, or business, 
shows the economic status of a person, as well as simple 
pleasures. Books indicate literacy. It has been only recently 
that a woman had any rights of possession, other than her dower 
which was used for her children's education. Consequently, a 
caring husband would declare that his wife should have a life 
estate in their home and furnishings not already bequeathed. The 
probate file will show if a man possessed sufficient funds to 
build an imposing house or a humble shack. 

The George Barkley House: 

A combination of deeds, probate records, will, and court cases 
presented a vivid account of the life of George Barkley, who 
built a most impressive house on the bayshore in the 1830's. A 
naturalization record shows that he was a native of England who 
had migrated to Boston, then south where he became a merchant 
financed initially by his future brother-in-law, an attorney in 
New Orleans. Marriage records show he married Clara Garnier, 
daughter of an unfortunate Frenchman. Court cases show Barkley 
was a gentleman, duelling according to Code and later defending 
his honor in court after duelling was outlawed. Deeds give names 
of his slaves and where they were before coming to this city. 

Probate records give detailed accounts of extensive repairs to 
his house, who cleaned the chimneys, who put siding on the 
separate kitchen, who cleaned the privy, and who glazed and 
repaired the window panes of the main house. Probate also gives 
the name of who replaced the lock on the detached kitchen and 
mentioned a stable and boathouse. His Will showed the love he 
had for one of his daughters and his deep-seated disappointment 
in another. He was a man of means but his children received 
nothing because he had cosigned a note for a supposed friend. 

Court Cases 
A Source for Information 

Circuit and county court cases are indexed by name of plaintiff 
and defendant. Data in court cases is also indexed by subject. 
In the Escambia County JUdicial Archives, cases are indexed by 
subjects such as Buildings, Lots in the Historical District, and 
Lots not in the Historical District. Division of property and 
land disputes sometimes have abstracts for property from 1821 
through 1940 as well as testimony of people who were acquainted 
with the property and the owners. Divorce cases give detailed 
accounts of the lifestyle of the owners, and more information 
about a house and what went on inside than most would care to 
know. Such was the case with the McMillans who owned "Scotland 
House." 



How Old is that House? 

The "Scotland House": 

Dr. D. W. McMillan married Florence, in Birmingham, Alabama, on 
April 14, 1928. They traveled to Europe for an extended 
honeymoon before returning to New York where they lived for a few 
months at the Alpin Hotel. They stopped at Birmingham before 
checking into Pensacola's Hotel San Carlos where they stayed for 
a month or so while their new home was being refurbished. The 
fourteen room house had been built nearly twenty years before by 
Max L. Bear, who lived in it for nine years before it was sold to 
Robert F. Mitchell. The Mitchell family enjoyed the house until 
his death in 1926. The house, located 1417 North 12th Avenue, 
could be described as a massive two-story rectangle of red brick 
embellished with modest Grecian molding around the edge of the 
roof. It sits on the north part of a well landscaped city block, 
surrounded by an iron fence with a large double gate carrying the 
sign "Scotland House." 

The McMillans had Mrs. McMillan's daughter and son-in-law living 
with them for about six months. All of them enjoyed Mrs. 
McMillan's young granddaughter running around the house, up and 
down the wide staircase. Mother and daughter took frequent trips 
to Birmingham and Demopolis until the doctor became suspicious 
and had a detective follow them. His suspicions of infidelity 
were confirmed, and considerable information about the family was 
brought out in court cases filed involving the McMillans and the 
divorce in 1937. 

Considerable details of the McMillans lifestyle are included in 
the court cases including suits by creditors to collect on Mrs. 
McMillan's acquisitions. A fairly interesting picture of this 
lifestyle can be constructed along with details of the 
furnishings and layout of the house during their residence. 
However, it is sufficient to note that Dr. McMillan moved into a 
hotel downtown after he confirmed her misbehavior. When next she 
returned to Scotland House it was to accompany the Special Master 
appointed by the court as he "searched every room and closet, 
opened every trunk, opened every drawer and identified every 
object. II After the death of Dr. McMillan, Scotland House was 
given to the Children's Home Society which took possession in 
1941 . 

In conclusion, it is apparent from these three examples how 
help information in the courthouse can be in "fleshing out" 
history of a building, and in describing the individuals 
families who owned and lived in them. 

much 
the 
and 



HISTORIC RESEARCH ON HOUSES AND THEIR INHABITANTS 

by Laura Lee Scott 

Your research should begin by working from the known to the unkown. 
You have a house, you know its location or address. This is your starting 
point. For a house inhabited in the twentieth century your research could 
proceed as follows. 

1. City directories: (al Persons are listed alpabetically, includes 
name, address, occupation and name of spouse. (b) Residence listings 
are by street and then by house number and name of resident. 

Now you have names. 

2. Funeral home records: These may depend on local burial customs and 
the survial of records. 

3. Neighbors: Most neighbors will be pleased to share their knowledge 
with you if approached properly. In small towns, don't forget the 
general store. service station or taxi driver . 

" . Family papers and photographs: Locate these records in the pos­
session of the family or in regional archives such as historical or 
preservation societies and libraries. both public and academic. 

5. Abstracts and maps Sanborn fire insurance maps, Pensacola, 188". -
1923. Milton. 1895 - 1926 also lists some other cities in West 
Florida. 

6. Local government offices: The courthouse has wills, probate, deeds. 
voters registration, tax and naturalization records, mortgages and 
civil and crimnal court records. Check the city hall, police station 
and board of health to see what kind of records they may have avail­
able. 

7. Census records: Federal census records are available from 1790 -
1910. Some states have their own census, such as Florida's 1885. 
which lists families alpabetically and many business. There are 
also special censuses such as The Spanish Censuses of Pensacola. 
178"'-1820 .•• (Coker & Inglis, 1980) 

8. Church records Baptisms, confirmations, marriages, deaths and 
minutes. 

9. Cemeteries and intement records 

10. Newspapers Pensacola has newspapers from 1821:. - present. 

11. COunty histories and local periodicals Florida Sentinel: 1904, 
Pensacola Journal: 1904 Special Edition. ~ Florida Kagazaine: 
1925-1927, Southern Manufacturer: June 1901, Our Pensacola Edition. 

12. Family Histories 



Thoughts on Abstracting .... 

Submitted by Billie Snider 

Making abstracts is a dry, prosaic calling, well we know, 
Delving daily into records made a century ago, 
Tracing wearily the title from the Patent down to date, 
Thru the maze of suits and transfers that obscure and complicate; 

Yet for me there's fascination in thus working in the past, 
And on all the seeming drudg'ry there's a kind of glamour cast, 
For there's poetry and romance running thru the tangled chain, 
And there's written in the recQrd much of human joy and pain; 

For, like Gibbon and Macaulay, we're Historians in our way t 
And we bring to light transactions of a gone, forgotten day, 
True, we only sketch the outline, but behind it all there lies 
Quite a bit of human interest that our fancy well supplies; 

And I love to let that fancy freely roam and weave a tale 
About every deed and mortgage, into each judicial sale; 
For the records deal with pioneers and homestead farms and homes, 
And we garner many heart-throbs from those dry and musty tomes. 

For in every grim foreclosure lurks a heart-ache, and we sense 
In the Bankruptcy Assignment human misery intense; 
There is grief in every Tax Sale, and we seem to hear the wail 
Of the widow and the children robbed of home by Sheriff's Sale. 

Delving thru the Court proceedings we find interwoven there, 
Couched in formal, legal lingo, much of sorrow and despair, 
And we live again thru all the trials of folks of long ago -
Running thru the chain of title there's a deal of human woe. 

The estate files, torn and tattered - a certain something there 
That is sacred, and we handle them with reverence and with care, 
And they help us to determine how the owner's life was spent, 
For he often bares his soul in his Last Will and Testament. 

And in running thru Partition Suits there plainly will be seen, 
In the squabbles of children, much that's grasping, low and mean. 
For in fighting for a dead man's wealth the baser feelings breed. 
Running thru the chain of title there's a deal of human greed! 

And in pouring o'er the records that pertain to real estate, 
Setting forth the imperfections that impair and complicate, 
Comes the thought of my soul's record, and the mess I've made of it, 
And I long to change some things that the Recording Angel's writ; 

And I wonder, when the tangled chain is done, and I have died, 
And the Abstract of my Life is duly closed and certified, 
And the Great Exam'ner scans each fatal flaw and grave defect, 
Will He waive those imperfections in my record - or reject? 

from The Abstract of Title, by Phil Carspecken 
and Basic Abstracting, by H. D. Booth 
Submitted by Billie Snider, Member WFGS 



ANCIENT LAND RECORDS 

We might better appreciate the significance and importance of land 
records if we turn back the pages of history and see some ancient evidences 
of the same kind of instruments we deal with in modern day. 

Take the Biblical record of Abraham's purchase of a burial ground, 
recorded in the 23rd Chapter of the Book of Genesis, from a man named 
Ephron, who owned a field with a cave thereon. A price was set at 400 
shekels of silver - and the record reads: "Abraham weighed the silver of 
current money with the merchants." The records say "the field, the cave 
and the borders thereof were made sure unto Abraham for a possession." 

In the Museum of London University is a photograph of a Will written 
in Egyptian hieratic dated about 1800 B.C. Notice how much it reads like 
some of the 20th Century: 

"I, Uah, devise to my wife, Sheftu, all property given to me by my 
brother Ankhren. She shall give it to whomsoever she may see fit, of her 
issue born to me. As to the house my wife shall dwell therein and shall 
not be evicted by any person. The Deputy Sebu shall act as guardian of my 
son. Done in the presence of these witnesses (3)." [Some of the problems 
which worry us now seem to be quite old.] 

"In the month Athyr of the Year One of King Khabbash. Settyr - benne, 
daughter of (etc.) has said to Teos, son of (etc.): "Thou makest me thy 
wife giving me two and a half silver staters as a wedding portion. If I 
shall love another and divorce thee, I shall restore to thee one-half of 
this portion. I grant thee one-third of all my property acquired during 
our marriage. This contract in duplicate is hereby acknowledged before 16 
witnesses, and shall not be changed without (the husband's) consent." 
[Signed by a Notary]. 

A more current item: Warranty Deed in 193 A.D. reads: 

"Papontos, son of Bithys, etc. to Didymus, son of Apollonius and 
mother Helen, a settler from Helioplus, GREETING: I agree that I have 
sold and ceded to you for all time my property in Ision Tryphonis in the 
southern part of the village, a half-interest in a house, owned jointly 
by me and.my brother Paous, the boundaries of which are: on the south an 
entrance and exit; on the north the property of the heirs of Diogas; on 
the east that of the heirs of Horus, on the west a public road, at the 
price of 2000 drachmae of the imperial silv~r coinage, which sum I have 
received from hand to hand. And I warrant the house free from public and 
private debts. This agreement is valid (that is, authenticated before a 
Notary). The deed is dated and such deeds were filed in the "Kata-logeiou" 
(catalogue) of the local Recorder's Office (Bibliotheca). 

A Mortgage in the year 143 A.D. dated and with the names of the 
parties set out, recites that (the lender) has lent to (the borrowers) the 
sum of 1000 drachmae at the interest of 3 abola per mina per month payable 
annually. If they fail to pay, the lender shall have possession and owner­
ship forever of the land near said Pela (describing it), guaranteed free 
from obligations or taxes. [The borrowers were three Persian women, each 
with her own guardian. Women could not hold title without a guardian.] 



There are many others. A Release of a Mortgage in 101 A.D.; a Petition 
to Foreclose a Mortgage in 178 A.D. - and even a Summons served with a copy 
of the Petition, as well as acceptance of the service. Also, a Contract for 
a course in shorthand in 155 A.D. - the fee for the course to be paid "when 
the boy writes fluently and reads faultlessly". [Even then they knew what a 
good stenographer must have!] 

Starting with the Early History of America, we had very unsatisfactory 
methods: A verbal, "You sell - I'll buy"; then a little ceremony on the 
land, the seller would hand a little bit of dirt to the buyer before witnes­
ses.:an~ this system also didn't work; next a crude memorandum, signed by 
both and torn in half, each keeping a part. 

In England the custom was to make two deeds, and the duplicate was cut 
away, making an "Indenture". 

Eventually, crude practices diminished and present methods and forms 
evolved. To avoid future boundary disputes, a survey should be made before 
purchasing or dividing any parcel of land for sale, and prior to actual 
improvements. Only a land surveyor can properly determine such things as 
encroachments, overlaps of descriptions, or erroneously set corners. Since 
many surveying matters affect permanent public records, erroneous or even 
questionable practices by non-surveyors create a heritage of problems, even 
affecting legal title forever. [Such has been the problems ofs.ome.property 
owners in the Cumberland area of Tennessee, surveyed by Daniel Boone.] 

It may be shocking to some to hear that when one buys real estate, it 
is not the physical house, land and trees that is purchased. Actually, it 
is the "title" to such physical property, along with the right of license to 
possess, use and enjoy the physical property. 

Since title to property is an ethereal sort of thing, the Abstract of 
Title was developed. This brief history, compiled by a Certified Land 
Searcher, is an orderly arrangement of the materials and facts as filed in 
the Public Records affecting the title to a specific piece of land. 

Most Abstracts on Florida properties include the history of ownership 
from 1821 when it became a territory of the United States to the date the 
Abstract is drawn. It includes the "chain" of owners and conveyances; liens, 
judgments and mortgages of record (both outstanding and satisfied), virtually 
everything in the Public Records. 

Throughout our nation's history, real estate has been one of our most 
highly valued possessions. Although most early forms of transfer attempted 
to protect the parties involved in real estate transactions, they were far 
from ideal. In some instances, due to defective. land titles, people lost 
the land that they thought they had owned. 

The records of Abraham Lincoln reflect that 
move to Indiana to "difficulty in land titles. 1I 

purchased farms in Kentucky and each time he had 
to the farm he thought he owned. 

he attributed his family's 
Three times his father had 
difficulties with the title 



NEW AT THE WEST FWRIDA REGIONAL LIBRARY 

by Dolly Pollard 

Every researcher is pleased to learn of new additions 
to the nearby Library. Although normally included in the 
monthly newsletter of the West Florida Genealogical Society, 
the list of new acquisitions at Pensacola's West Florida 
Regional Library are included in this Journal in hopes of 
finding a few more readers. Dolly adds: "More are on the way ••. " 

Naturalization Records, Mobile, Ala. 1833-1906 

1860 Alabama Census Index 

A 1790 Census of Wilkes Co., Ga. 
Georgia Indian Depredation Claims 

The 1787 Census of Virginia 

Complete Book of Emigrants 
Gateway to the West (Ohio) 

Vital Records Handbook 
Early Vital Records of Pensacola (Volume 1): Births and 

Deaths 1891-1899 
Desiderio Quina: Five Generations in America 

Pioneers and Residents of West Central Alabama Prior 
to the Civil War 

Cherokee Footprints, Vol. 
Historical Collections of the Joseph Habesham Chapter, 

Daughters of the American Revolution, Vol. III 
Marriages of some American Residents and Guide to Documents 

Vol. 6 & 7 

* * * * * * 
References to: How Old is 'lbat Bni1diDj? 

Escantrla camty Judicial Bui.ldi.ng An:::bives, Pensacola, Florida: 
Quina House: Old Will Book, pp. 32-34 

Quina: Five Generations in ArrErica by Charlotte Quina 
The Quina House by la::>ra M. Sutton (Private printing) 

Gem:ge Barkley House: French Vernacular Architecture by Jay D. Edwards 
Circuit Court Minute Book 1, Escambia County, Florida 
Will (Probate No. 0-71), George Barkley 
Circuit Court case 1834, #2830 
Probate File, George Barkley, No. 0-71 

Scotla:r.d House: Circuit Court case 1935-25574, McMillan v. McMillan 
"Hare Still Reflects Grandeur", Pensacola News, Feb. 2, 1983 
Circuit Court case 1937-26626 



WEST FLORIDA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY. INC. 
P. O. Box 947 

Pensacola, FL 32594-0947 

Society Publications for Sale** 

SANTA ROSA CE~ETERIESI Gravestone Inscriptions for all Cemeteries in 
Santa Rosa County, Florida; Richard Jernigan, Editor. Hardcover, 
844 pages, indexed. (Postage $3.75) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $39.00 

EARLY VITAL RECORDS OF PENSACOLA, FL. Vol 1. Births and Deaths 1891-1B99, 
and Early Deaths at the Pensacola Navy Yard 1876-1909. Sidney Thomes, 
Editor. Hardcover, 432 pages, indexed. (Postage $3.00) •••••••••••••••• $36.00* 

EARLY VITAL RECORDS OF PENSACOLA, FL. Vol 2. Birth Records 1899-1910; 
Sidney Thomes, Editor. Hardcover, 532 pages, indexed. 
(Postage $3.25) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $41.00* 

EARLY VITAL RECORDS OF PENSACOLA, FL. Vol 3. Death Records 1899-1910. 
Virginia Deagan, Editor. Hardcover, 380 pages, indexed. 
(Postage $3.00) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $41.00* 

* VITAL RECORDS Vol. 1 presently available. Vols. 2 and 3 available by 
November 1, 1989. When ordering multi-volume set, allow $3.25 postage 
for first volume and $1.50 postage for each additional volume. 

GRAVESTONE REGISTRY, Escambia County (FL) Vol 1. Cantonment and North to 
the Escambia County line. Evan Strohl, Editor. Softcover, 130 pages, 
indexed. (Postage $1.25) ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $ 7.14 

GRAVESTONE REGISTRY, Escambia County (FL) Vol 2. Bayou Blvd/~ichigan/ 
Brent Lane/Saufley Field Rd and North to Cantonment. Evan Strohl, 
Editor. Softcover, 86 pages, indexed. (Postage $1.25) •••••••••••••••••• $ 5.66 

GRAVESTONE REGISTRY, Vols. 3, 4 and 5 publication dates to be announced later. 

EVERY-NA~ INDEX TO THE 1870 U.S. CENSUS OF ESCA~BIA COUNTY. FL. Editor, 
Sidney Thomes. Softcover. 80 pages, indexed. (Postage $1.25) ••••••••••• $ 7.00 

WEST FLORIDA FOOTPRINTS (Journal) •••••••••• Vols 1 through 8. Soft 
cover, 32 pages each. (Postage $1.10 each) •••••••••••••••••••••• Each ••• $ 3.00 
~ulti-volume set, vols 1-8. (Postage $1.75) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $14.00 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE** 

FLORIDA VOTERS In Their First Statewide Election, ~ay 26, 1845. 
Brian E. ~ichaels. Hardcover, 114 pages, indexed ••• (Postage $1.50) ••••• $20.00 

A GUIDE TO GENEALOGICAL RESOURCES IN ESCA~BIA COUNTY (FL), pub. Pensacola 
Historical Society. Softcover, 32 pages. {Postage $1.10) ••••••••••••••• $ 3.85 

** Florida Residents please add 6% Florida Sales Tax ** 

{Prices subject to change without notice} 



An Ancestor's Resting Place ••• Found 

(A Tribute and Thank-you 
by James Brave Wolf) 

For 101 years a member of my family has lay secretly 
buried at Mount Vernon, Alabama. She was, and is today, 
Chihenne Apache. Her name was Lazen. She was born in the 
coolness of the mountains. Within the green meadows and high 
cliffs of New Mexico's Black Range. When she was born, her 
people were being hunted like wolves by White People. 

The reason my people were being hunted is both complex and 
very simple. Godl and land, and greed and hate. All were in 
play. The Apache was not seen as a numan being and so had no 
claim to a homeland they held for 40,000 years. Lozen grew up 
hunted. She grew up to be Woman Warrior. She had been blessed 
by our God, Ussen, with the Power to find the enemy_ She would 
stand erect and outstretch her arms, and pray to Ussen in order 
to tell if there were soldiers close by. She would pray: 

OVer all in this world 
Ussen has Power. 
Sometimes He shares it 

With those of this earth. 
This Power He has given me 
For the benefit of my people 
This Power is good 
It is good, as He is good. 
This Power I may use 
For the good of my people. 

As she prayed, her hands would change color and her palms would 
tingle. She had located the enemy. How strong the tingling 
told how close the enemy was. With her Power she saved my 
people many times from ambush and massacre. 

Lazen was the sister of Victorio, the great and good Chief 
of the Chihenne Apaches. Along with 400 of my people, Victorio 
was surrounded by soldiers at Tres Castillos in Mexico. Lazen 
WdS not with them. She was traveling almost 2000 miles in the 
hottest parts of Mexioc and New Mexico, trying to get a mother 
and her newborn baby to safety. Victorio fought until he and 
his warriors had no more ammunition left and then stabbed himself 
in the heart in order to die free, as he had lived. Seventeen 
members of my tribe escaped Tres Castillos. Lazen, securing 
the safety of the mother and baby, rode toward her brother. She 
rode through enemy territory, hunted by soldiers, hunted by 
ranchers and miners and the scalphunters (an Apache woman's 
scalp was worth $200 bounty). Half starved, living on a few 



An Ancestor's Resting Place ••• 

strips of meat and a pouch full of mescal, she made it back 
to the survivors. Through the genocide of her people, Lozen 
did not stop. She did not give up hope. She fought for her 
way of life, for her tribe, right to the end. She surrendered 
with Geronimo and was taken to Florida as a prisoner of war. 
She died in Alabama of the "shaking sickness II, the fever and 
chills brought on by loneliness, by being so far away from 
home in a humid, hot climate. 

A few weeks ago, in late June, I decided to come·to 
Florida and Alabama and pay my respects to where Lozen had been 
prisoner and had died. I called the Mobile National Cemetery 
to find out if maybe, after 101 years, someone had found the 
secret gravesite and dug them up. The man I spoke with didn't 
know, but he said if anyone knew about genealogical matters, in 
the area, it was Evan Strohl. I called Mr. Strohl in Pensacola, 
who so kindly, so quickly, put me in touch with Jackie Davis, 
a Pensacolian, and she gave me the address of Mr. Woody Skinner 
of Milton. Mr. Skinner wrote a history of the 27 years my 
people were prisoners of war in Florida and Alabama. And so I 
came to Pensacola, and Mr. Strohl and his family, and Jackie 
Davis and hers, and Mr. Skinner, and Mr. Wayne Stephenson, 
helped me in so many ways to pay my respect to a woman who 
showed so much love and devotion to her people. 

My Pensacola friends honored my quest, respected my 
feelings, and made my time in Pensacola and Alabama, a time 
I will not forget. They are truly special people. 

Enjuh. 

s/James BraveWolf 

EO. NOTE: Mr. BraveWolf was much impressed by the history 
of the Apache captivity in Fort Pickens by Woody Skinner. 
The book, The Apache Rock Crumbles, is out of print, but 
a copy was found and given to him. 

Our thanks to Mr. BraveWolf for sharing his quest and 
history with us. 



An Account of the Griffith-Miller Family 
by Leon Odell Griffith, Sr. 

(Condensed and edited by Laura Lee Scott, Special Collections, 
John C. Pace Library at University Of West Florida) 

Tales of West Florida and its people have been preserved by the 
writings of one of her native sons, Leon. Odell Griffith. 
Griffith was born in Okaloosa County in 1921. He was reared in 
Santa Rosa County, graduated from the University Of Florida where 
he majored in Journalism. During World War II, he served in the 
Marine Corps as a Combat Correspondent. Griffith returned to the 
Panhandle of Florida and the newspaper business. He would become 
a crime reporter for the Pensacola News-Journal and then owner, 
editor and publisher of the Santa Rosa Press and the "Official." 

Griffith would also write two novels: A_ Long Time Since Morning 
and A Seed in the Wind. He also authored two biographies, John 
HoIIIday-Ferry:--Lord of the Press and Ed Ball: Confusion to the 
Enemy, and a book of poetry entitled Ampersand. 

Shortly before his death in 1984, Griffith compiled Account of 
the Griffith-Miller Family. The L. O. Griffith papers and his 
books are located in Special Collections. 

This is an account of the family of Phillip Miller Griffith 
and Alice Elizabeth Miller who were married June 3, 1901, by her 
father, William George (or W. G.) Miller, a Congregational 
minister at Dorcas, a community in north Okaloosa County, 
Florida. 

Phillip Miller Griffith was born October 1, 1887, at 
Griffith or Griffith's Ferry located in the vicinity of what now 
is Baker in Okaloosa County. P. M. Griffith was the son of James 
Hansford and Mary (White) Griffith. James H. Griffith, the 
eldest son of Samuel Griffith of Edgefield District, South 
Carolina, rode into West Florida as a scout, in search of land 
for his father's family. On his return to South Carolina, J. H. 
Griffith stayed at the White Plantation in Cuthbert, Georgia. 
The White's had a daughter Millie who would become Mrs. James H. 
Griffith. 

When Samuel Griffith settled in West Florida with his 
family, he obviously had good horses and the other essentials of 
pioneer existence. He built the Yellow River ferry, a crossing 
on which would cost either a seldom-seen "quarter" or a peck of 
corn. He also constructed a grist mill which years later was 
operated by his youngest son, Peter. 

The children of Samuel Griffith were: 

James Hansford (b. SC) 
Sally (b. SC) 

md. Millie White 
md. Jack Brown 



Griffith-Miller Family (Continued) 

Burgess (b. SC) md. Lucy Eliot 
Oliver ( b. SC) md. ? Harvell 
Weney (b. SC) md. John Henderson* 
Miller (b. SC) 
Elmore (b. SC) "moved to Ozark" 
Peter ( b. FL 1843) md. 1861 ? Nichols 

Although many of the Griffith males were true to Welsh stock 
- short and wiry - James Hansford Griffith was described as being 
six feet, one inch tall with auburn hair, grey eyes and a dark 
complexion. He is listed in Soldiers of Florida in the Seminole­
Indian, Civil and Spanish American Wars as being a Private in the 
First Florida Calvary. He mustered into service in July of 1861, 
at the age of 36. This unit stayed in Florida until the Spring 
of 1862, when it was ordered to Chattanooga. He was discharged 
June of 1862 because of poor health and rode his horse back form 
Tennessee. After returning from the War, he rode for the mail 
each week to Milton, taught in the one-room school and in time 
began to preach on Sunday. 

Millie Griffith was a midwife, between the births of her own 
children, and they came regularly. She helped the other women of 
the settlement deliver their babies. She died at the birth of 
her youngest son, Phillip, in 1875. 

The children of James Hansford and Mary "Millie" (White) 
Griffith were: 

Florida 
Martha 
Mary 
Jacob 
George D. 
Missouri 
Elmer 
Weney C. 
James R. 
Alonzo 

(15 Sept 1849) 
( 13 Feb 1852) 
(16 Sept 1854) 
( 2 Dec 1856) 
(1 April 1859) 
(20 Aug 1861) 
( 7 Sept 1864) 
(18 April 1867) 
(2 June 1872) 

Phillip M. (13 Oct 1875) 

md. L. Colson 

md. Bud Ward; Ben Suggs 
md. ? ? 

md. Rufus Vann 

Died at age 16 
md. Ada Bell 
Died in infancy 
md. Alice Elizabeth Miller 

Samuel Griffith was the son of James, grandson of Joseph 
Griffith of Edgefield, South Carolina. The will of Joseph 
Griffith names his wife as Mary Ann, his children as John, Henry 
Wisdom, James B., William and daughters Michael Rutherford, Mary 
Ann Prator and Agatha. 

The Miller Family 

Alice Elizabeth Miller was the a daughter of William 
Miller and Allevue M. Kelly. W. G. and Allevue were 
December 30, 1875. Allevue's father had been killed 
Battle of Chattanooga. Her mother later married her 

George 
marrred 
in the 

husband's 
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best friend, a Mr. Johnson. 
(Kelly) Miller were: 

The children of W. G. and Allevue 

Matthew J. (6 April 1878) 
Roxa Ann (26 Nov. 1880) 
Alice Elizabeth (23 Jan 1884) 
Ida (1 July 1885) 
Bessie L. (30 Oct 1887) 

Lillie M. 
Willie Purl 

(13 Feb 1890) 
(16 Sept 1897) 

md. 1903 Henry Swiney 
md. 1901 P. M. Griffith 

md. 1906 Andre Bolton; 
later Claude Livingston 

md. William Bolton 
Died 1918 from flu 

Eliza Missouri 
5, 1827, in 
1908, and was 

W. G. Miller was the eldest son of Matthew and 
(Johnson) Miller. Matthew was born December 
Wilmington, North Carolina. He died December 6, 
buried in the Old Zoar Cemetery at Elba, Alabama. 
August 22, 1840, and died November 25, 1923 and 
at Old Zoar Cemetery. Matthew and Eliza had at 
son, named David. 

Eliza was born 
was also buried 
least one other 

Matthew's father was William "Billy" Miller, born May 7, 
1786 in Wilmington, North Carolina. He married MaIsie Ann 
Johnson. The name MaIsie was repeated in offshoots of the 
family. Billy and his wife left Wilmington in 1833, and moved 
south to Georgia, where they lived in Screven and Dooley 
counties. He then moved west to Alabama, probably around 1836 or 
1837, and lived in Henry, Dale and Coffee counties. The couple 
had six boys and one girl, nearly all born in North Carolina and 
Georgia. Billy Miller died in 1850, and was buried in Rocky 
Branch Cemetery in Kinsey(?), Alabama. His wife was buried in 
Faber Church Yard, near Elba, Alabama. (Information on Billy 
Miller was courtesy Michael Miller of Louisville, Kentucky.) 

W. G. MILLER 

W. G. Miller was "a giant of a man", standing over six feet tall 
and being of broad build. When a photograph was made of him and 
his wife, she had to stand on a box to corne to shoulder level 
with him. In the Dorcas community, so named by him and the 
McCollums for the Biblical site, he became his own type of 
patriarch. He gave the land and built a church which became 
Congregational in its faith. He owned the first typewriter in 
the community, teaching himself to type. He obtained a camera 
and a darkroom and shot and developed pictures, many of them 
still in the family today. 

He was Justice of the Peace for the community and served as the 
agricultural representative on the board of directors of the Bank 
of Crestview. W. G. had his own blacksmith shop where he often 
built wagon wheels. When someone died in the community, he built 
the coffin from heart pine and then often preached the funeral, 
too. W. G. 's uncles had all been Methodist preachers. 



Griffith-Miller Family (Continued) 

W. G. Miller developed and preached at three or four 
churches; one of these was at Dorcas and another at Baker, 
pyromls Chapel. His affection apparently lay in the 
bayside church at Holly. W. G. preached at the Holly 
until the 1930's at which time P. M. Griffith took it over. 

rural 
called 
little 
Church 

It was W. G. who put a dam across Wash Creek and built a grist 
mill. 

Allevue Miller was a small woman who, according to P. M. 
Griffith, was not overly fond of any of ,the men whom her 
daughters married. Dour in appearance, she nevertheless had a 
sharp tongue. Two of her daughters married Indians, the Bolton 
brothers. Another daughter's husband was a little man who made 
too much racket (P.M.), and another daughter's husband was 
described as not overly loving work. Allevue believed the South 
would rise again; before her death, she got out a box of 
Confederate money and divided it equally among her children. 
Some of these bills are still in the family. 

P. M. GRIFFITH 

Phillip Miller Griffith and his kinsmen were from an agrarian 
background, but they would, with their neighbors, become the 
unskilled labor supply of the turpentine and lumber industry in 
the area. Alice Miller Griffith had arrived from Alabama when 
the turpentine stills already were in operation in the Dorcas 
community. Her mother Allevue boarded some of the turpentine 
workers in their home. 

With his own hands, P. M. Griffith built the old house at Bagdad, 
carrying short pieces of lumber from the Bagdad Land and Lumber 
Company mill, where he worked, up the hill and to his building 
site. Alice Griffith made certain the family had a cow, a yard 
of chickens and a scuppernong or grape vine. Each year, she 
canned some 365 quarts of food. She made jellies and each year 
she would try to get a half dozen gallons of honey from Uncle 
David. 

The children of Phillip M. and Alice Griffith were: 

William Elmer 
Arzo Alexander 
Archie Lamar 

Lillian 
Leon Odell 

(14 July 1902) 
(22 Aug 1904) 
( 1 1 June 1 907) 

and later 
(4 Nov 1913) 
(22 April 1921) 

* * * * * 

md. Oleta Perkins 
md. Hazel Matthews 
md. Nettie Whitfield 
Louise Touchton 
md. Willie Jones 
md. Mary C. Valentine 



OLD SOLD I IRS or LYNN HAVIM 1M 1911 

by Linda Pazles Xl.back 
Genealogy Speclallst 

Bay County Public Library 

Unlike other Bay Coant" 'lorida towns settled by faraers, 
flsheraen, luaberaen and their faailles, Lynn Haven began as a Grand 
Aray of the Republic colony. Al though earlier settlers such as Wllllaa 
Loftin, Stephen Mashburn and Robert C. Welsh had spent tlae In the 
area,(I) the settleaent vhlch led to foraal Incorporation began In 
1911.(2) Senator WIlllaa H. Lynn of New York had selected a two aile 
square section of cut-over land on North Bay as the site of a second 
veterans' colony, having already established another at St. Cloud In 
Osceola County.(3) His project vas advertised In Washington D.C.'s 
National trlbun., the G.A.R. newspaper to which the aajorlty of 
Union veterans subscrlbed.(4) Beginning In January of 1911, Lynn 
offered the veterans lots aeasurlng fifty by one hundred fifty fe.t for 
fifty dollars. As an added Induceaent, five free acres on the outside 
of tovn suitable for faralng were Included.(5) His ads extolled the· 
area's cllaate and neglected to aentlon that the actual building of the 
town and its i.prove.ents was barely begun. 

The proaotlon vas successfulJ by August the population of Lynn 
Haven was five hundred. (6) Despite the soaewhat prlaltlve living 
conditions, aany of the veterans stuck with the tovn and Its 
developaent. By Noveaber of that year the population had grown to one 
thousand two hundred.(7) On June 13, 1913 the town, now containing tvo 
thousand five hundred residents, was officially Incorporated.(B) 

This advent of Union veterans vas watched with Interest by George 
Hortlaer West, editor of the P.n.a. ~ Pilot, and other are. 
residents as veil. To furnish general Infora.tlon to his readers, Mr. 
West published a list of soae of the earliest arrivals on 16 February 
1911, giving the soldier's naae, Civil War unit and for soae, for.er 
place of residence and persons accoapanylng hla to Lynn Haven. Also 
included were a fev naaes of those choosing to settle at St. Andrews. 

S.J. Baldwin Coapany G, 24th Nev York Infantry, froa 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

W.W. Barber -- Coapany A, 41st Ohio Infantry, froa Ransoa, Kansas 
accoapanled by his soo-In-l.v. 

C.C. Barger 
Nevada. 

Coapany C, 188th Ohio Infantry, froa Farlan, 

N.A. Beach -- Coapany A, 2nd Massachusetts Calvary, froa North 
Derby, Veraont accoapanled by his wife. 

Henry E. Benson 
Gainesville, Florida. 

Coapany E, 16th Veraont Infantry, froa 



OLD SOLDIERS OF LYNN HAVEN IN 1911 

P. Blough -- Coapany H, 44th Indtana Infantry, accoapanied by his 
wi fe. 

G.W. Bobbitt -- COMpany A, 85th Illinois Infantry, froM Geneva, 
Nebraska. 

A. Bosworth -- COMpany G, 46th Pennsylvania Infantry, froM White 
Cloud, Michigan aCCOMpanied by his son. 

W.W. Bowlus -- COMpany 0, 26th Indiana Infantry, froM Bunker Hill, 
Kansas aCCOMpanied by his wife. 

E.A. Bradeen -- COMpany E, 60th Massachusetts Infantry, frOM 
Anoka, Minnesota. 

August Brestel -- COMpany D, 6th Ohio Infantry, frOM Cincinnati, 
Ohio, aCCOMpanied by his son. 

C.S. Broadwell -- COMpany X, 63rd Ohio Infantry, frOM Osborn, Ohio 
aCCOMpanied by his wife. 

Edward Clyde -- COMpany 0, 46th New York Infantry, frOM Glencoe, 
Illinois. 

C.F. Coates 
Ohio. 

COMpany G, 187th Ohio Infantry, frOM Plattsburg, 

Rev. Milton B. Cooley -- COMpany 0, 75th Ohio Volunteer Infantry, 
aCCOMpanied by his nephew. 

O.E. Cox -- COMpany A, 3rd Iowa Infantry and COMpany F, 9th Iowa 
Calvary frOM Los Angeles, California aCCOMpanied by his wife. 

Dr. S.S. Crelder -- COMpany E, 203rd P.V.I. Surgeon. 

Jno. A. Davis -- COMpany X, 7th Michigan Infantry, acc~apanled by 
h Is v I fe. 

B.F. Dill -- COMpany I, 8th Indiana Calvary, froM Mansfield, 
Arkansas. 

J.W. Duvall -- 2nd Ohio Heavy Artillery, Battery G, frOM Dayton, 
Ohio aCCOMpanied by his vife. 

P.A. EastMan -- COMpany 0, 7th Kansas Calvary. 

J.T. Eaton 
California. 

COMpany B, 2nd Iowa Infantry, frOM Hereford, 

BenjaMin EdMinster -- COMpany A, 6th Wisconsin Infantry, froa 
Branton, Missouri, aCCOMpanied by his wife. 



OLD SOLDIERS OF LYNN HAVEN IN 1911 

Charles Ellsasser 
Cleveland. Ohio. 

COMpany G. 103rd Ohio Infantry. frOM 

G.C. Ernsberg -- COMpany G. 54th Ohio Infantry. frOM Independence, 
Kansas. 

R.L. Ewing -- COMpany F, 16th Michigan Infantry. 

Edwin Forbes COMpany G, 47th New York Infantry, 
Valparaiso, Indiana aCCOMpanied by his wife. 

M.H. Frank -- COMpany K, 146th Indiana Infantry. frOM Petersburg, 
Indiana. 

BenjaMin Funk -- COMpany A. 5th Missouri Infantry. frOM Hillsboro, 
Illinois aCCOMpanied by his vlfe. 

ThOMas J. Gilbert -- COMpany C, 25th Michigan Infantry. frOM 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

G.W. Goldsmith -- Co.pany I, 14th Illinois Calvary. frOM Johnson 
County, Arkansas, aCCOMpanied by vlfe and son. 

H.P. GoodMan -- 1st Wisconsin Heavy Artillery, frOM Whitewater, 
Wisconsin. 

N. Gray -- COMpany F, 72nd Ohio Infantry, frOM Cuba, Missouri. 

D. Guilds -- Coapany 0, 23rd Michigan Infantry, froa Fitzgerald. 
Georgia. 

W.H. Gulliver -- Battery B, 3rd Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery. froa 
Ralston. Pennsylvania. 

N.S. Haynes -- COMpany A, 86th and 139th Illinois Infantry, froa 
Decatur. Illinois. 

1.5. Henry -- COMpany I, 19th Ohio Infantry, fro a McClure. Ohio 
accoapanled by his wife. 

T.C. Hirsh -- COMpany A, 94th Ohio Infantry and 1st Lieutenant 
180th Ohio Infantry, froa Yellow Springs, Ohio. 

J.M. Holston. COMpany 0, 24th New Jersey Infantry, and Coapany G. 
9th New Jersey Infantry. 

A.F. Hopkins 
Springs, Ohio. 

Coapany A, 154th Ohio Infantry, frOM Yellow 

C.S. Jones COMpany B, 43rd Wisconsin Infantry, frOM 
Plattsville, Wisconsin. 
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R.V. Kennedy Co.pany A, 57th Pennsylvania Infantry, froM 
Tunkhannock, Pennsylvania. 

Michael T. Lane 
Glencoe, Illinois. 

COMpany B, 17th Wisconsin Infantry, frOM 

Jacob Laub -- COMpany I, 53rd Pennsylvania Infantry, froM Redding, 
Shasta County, California. 

F.S. Longley -- COMpany K, 21st Maine Infantry, frOM St. Cloud, 
Florida. 

Henry Loss -- 6th Michigan Artillery, froa Detroit, Michigan. 

George Lounsberry 
Elkhart, Indiana. 

Coapany B, 36th Illinois Infantry, frOM 

John McLaughlin 
Letcher, South Dakota. 

COMpany B, 35th Missouri Infantry, frOM 

L.R. Mann -- COMpany K, t03rd Ohio Infantry, frOM Medina, Ohio 
aCCOMpanied by his son and son-in-law. 

W.H. Mershon COMpany I, 30th Indiana Infantry and 15th 
Regulars, froM Warsaw, Indiana. 

H.F. Miller -- COMpany H, 8th Iowa Infantry, and 
COMpany E, 33rd Iowa Infantry, frOM Fort Collins, Colorado 
by his wife. 

Sergeant in 
aCCOMpanied 

John Nies 
Michigan. 

COMpany D, 2nd Michigan Calvary, frOM Holland, 

D. Paton 
Michigan. 

Coapany H, 10th Michigan Infantry, frOM Crosswell, 

M.S. Pratt -- COMpany C, 12th Wisconsin Infantry, frOM Grand 
Rapids, Wisconsin. 

WilliaM T. Raibourn 
Lynnville, Indiana. 

JaMes J. Reeder 
aCCOMpanied by his son. 

Coapany B, 7th Illinois Calvary, frOM 

Iowa Artillery, frOM St. Cloud, Florida 

N. Russell -- COMpany I, 44th New York Infantry. 

A.A. Saunders -- COMpany K, 14th New York Heavy Artillery, frOM 
Lower Lake, California aCCOMpanied by his wife. 

A.V. Scott COMpany F, 188th Pennsylvania Infantry, frOM 
NorthUMberland, Pennsylvania aCCOMpanied by his wife. 
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r.w. Scott -- COMpany H, 14th Iowa Infantry, froM Asheville, North 
Carolina. 

J.W. Scott 83rd Iowa Infantry, froM Moberly, Missouri 
accoMpanied by his wife. 

P.M. Scott -- 1st Vermont Calvary, froM Appleton, Minnesota. 

W.K. Sleeth -- COMpany G, 5th Indiana Calvary, froM Morristown, 
Indiana accoMpanied by his wife and son. 

Frank L. SMiley -- COMpany C, 1st Battalion Maine Infantry, fro. 
Kennebec County, Maine accoMpanied by his brother. 

E.J. Stanton COMpany I, 16th Connecticut Infantry, fro. 
Saybrook, Connecticut. 

R. Stearns -- COMpany I, 32nd Ohio Infantry, froM Worthington, 
Ohio. 

Levi Strunk -- COMpany B, 75th Illinois Infantry, froM Anthony, 
Kansas. 

George Teter -- COMpany B, 136th Indiana Infantry, froM Tipton, 
Indiana accoMpanied by his wife and Mrs. Green. 

J.L. ThrockMorton -- COMpany A, 8th Iowa Calvary, froM Fort 
Collins, Colorado accoMpanied by his wife. 

George Triplet -- COMpany B, 74th Indiana Infantry, frOM ROMe 
City, Indiana accoMpanied by his wife. 

EMery P. Truesdale -- COMpany C, 8th New York Calvary. 

C.H. Valentine -- Company A, 124th New York Infantry, accoMpanied 
by his wife and sister-in-law. 

J.T. Wilkinson -- COMpany G. 2nd Indiana Infantry. frOM Appleton, 
Minnesota. 

J.S. WinterMute -- COMpany C, 3rd Ohio Calvary, froM Newport, 
Washington. 

WilliaM C. Wright -- U.S. Marine Corps •• frOM Rio, Illinois. 

These veterans chose to settle at St. Andrews: 

H.A. Alpress COMpany Hand O. 12th Illinois Calvary, 
aCCOMpanied by his wife. 
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W.P. Crowell Coapany H, 12th Indiana 
Lieutenant of Coapany K, 153rd Indiana Infantry, 
wife. 

Infantry and 
accoapanied by 

1st 
his 

John Johnston 
Colorado. 

79th New York Infantry, froa Honte Vista, 

R.R. KiddIe -- Coapany K, 31st Illinois Infantry, accoapanled by 
his wife. 

John Lynch -- Coapany H, 16th New York Calvary, froa Honte Vista, 
Colorado. 

D.R. Hoon -- Coapany G, 50th Illinois Infantry, accoapanled by his 
wife. 

L.D. Salth Coapany H, 145th Ohio Infantry, froa Willow 
Ray(slc), South Dakota accoapanted by his wife. 
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MILLER, Bessie L. IX- 25 SUGGS, Ben IX- 24 
MILLER, Eliza Missouri IX- 25 SUTTIJJ, Leora IX- 2,3,11 
HILLER, H. F. IX- 38 SWINEY, Henry IX- 25 
MILLER, Ida IX- 25 
MILLER, li 11 i e M. IX- 25 TATER, George IX- 31 
MILLER, Malsie Ann IX- 25 THIJ1ES, Sid IX- 2,3 
MILLER, Matthew IX- 25 THROCKMORTIJJ, J. L. IX- 31 
MILLER, Matthew J. IX- 25 TODD, Anne IX- 3 
MILLER, Mi chae I IX- 25 TOUART , IX- 12 
MILLER, Ron Ann IX- 25 TOUCHTIJJ, Louise IX- 26 
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TRIPLET, George IX- 31 
TRlIESMLE, Emery p. IX- 31 

USSEN, IX- 28 

VALENTINE, C. H. IX- 31 
VALENTINE, Mary C. IX- 26 
\..W+l, Rufus. IX- 24 
VICTORIO, IX- 28 

WARD, Bud IX- 24 
WELSH, Robert C. IX- 27 
WEST , George Mortimer IX- 27 
WHIBBS, Vi nee (Mayor) IX- 4 
WHITE, Mary -Mi 11 ie- IX- 23,24 
WHITFIELD, Nettie IX- 26 
WILKINSIl4, J. T. IX- 31 
WINTERMUTE, J. S. IX- 31 
WCWlCK, Marlene IX- 32 
WRIGHT, Will iam C. IX- 31 
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