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On December 21, 1922, James Chester’s final assignment was the Keeper of the Mobile 

Point Lighthouse at Fort Morgan, Alabama. He was paid $900.00 per year with a bonus of 
$240.00 per annum. Typical tasks to be performed by the keeper included maintenance of 
the fourth order fixed light, the oil light from the tower, and one mirror light on the beacon. 
This included cleaning lamps, lenses, lanterns, and changing lamp in the tower at midnight 
each night, along with keeping the station in repair.2 

The first article of the instructions, which every Lighthouse Keeper is Bound to Obey—
and to Obey Implicitly as a Soldier is Bound to Obey the Articles of War is—You are to light 
lamps every evening at sun-setting and keep them constantly burning bright and clear till sun-
rising.3 

The British built a crude lighthouse made of native wood at Mobile Point, sometime after 
1763, but the tower was short lived. In 1780, the Spanish evicted the British from the Point; 
however, they did not try to maintain the light. Spain referred to Mobile Bay as the Bay of 
the Holy Spirit or Bahia del Esporitu Santo.4 After the departure of the Spanish from Mobile 
in April 1813, the Americans built Fort Bowyer. Later, this structure was replaced by Fort 
Morgan. Brick and mortar lighthouses were built at this Point because the entrance to 
Mobile Bay from the Gulf of Mexico is very hazardous, thus making it very dangerous to 
navigate. Hurricanes, storms, and war destroyed these earlier lighthouses. 

For example: On August 5, 1864, Union Admiral David Glasgow Farragut’s fleet of 18 
war ships entered Mobile Bay. They passed within 100 yards under the guns of Fort Morgan. 
Captain Julian Wythe Whiting C.S.A., Commander of Bastion #4 was overlooking the 
lighthouse battery. He and his men were the first to welcome the Yankee guns. Fragments of 
stone and brick from the lighthouse flew through the air around the soldiers, and General 
Page, the Commander of Fort Morgan, ordered Captain Cochran, Commander of the 
lighthouse battery, to retreat inside the fort. The white lighthouse made an excellent target 

for the advancing Yankee fleet. The 55-foot-tall Lighthouse on 
the Point, as well as Beacons #1 and #2, were destroyed by the 
massive gunfire from Farragut’s van of ships. Fort Morgan 
surrendered on August 23, 1864.5 

This event took place many years before my great-
grandfather James Chester Williams’s time to man the light. 
My father told me there was another time when the lighthouse 
was being shot at from the bay. He said Grandfather Williams 
was still climbing the stairs to keep the lights burning for the 
safety of our ships in the bay. 

The Fourth-Order Fresnel Lens, used in the 40-foot-tall 
metal tower fabricated in Washington D.C., was shipped to the 
site in November 1873. It was then erected at Fort Morgan on 
February 15, 1873. This lens displayed a red light with a focal 
plane approximately 55 feet above high water.6 It is currently 

4th Order Fresnel Lens 
James Chester Williams 

Light, Fort Morgan Museum 
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on display at the Fort Morgan 
Museum. This was my great-
grandfather Williams’s light. 
He used his small boat, Three 
Sisters, named for his three 
daughters, to maintain the 
beacons. His youngest son, 
Buford, lent him an extra hand 
with these tasks and may have 
gone into some lighthouse 
work. The uniform that he 
wore was given to the museum 
and has been on display, along 
with paperwork from his days in service to the station. James Chester retired from the Fort 
Morgan Lighthouse Service on January 31, 1929, leaving one of his sons to carry on this 
lighthouse work. 

His second son, James Tabor Williams, was also a 
Lighthouse Keeper. James Tabor served as Assistant 
Keeper for Gasparilla Island from November 16, 1911 until 
after 1914. He returned to serve at Merrill Shell Banks 
Light in Mississippi; Bolivar Point Light, Texas; joined the 
war effort in the Navy; then on to replace his father-in-law 
as U.S. Lighthouse Depot Keeper at Port Eads, Louisiana. 

After 96 years of 
continuous service, the old 
iron lighthouse was 
decommissioned in 1966. It 
was sold to a scrap dealer in 
Pensacola, Florida. In 1977, 
an article appeared in The 
Mobile Press Register with the 
title: “Want A Lighthouse? 
Here’s one for Sale.” The 

Pensacola scrap dealer who removed the little iron lighthouse 
eleven years ago was selling it. Tex Edwards Scrap Yard in 
Pensacola was contacted about purchasing the lighthouse to be 
restored and returned to Fort Morgan. Edward’s son said it 
would cost $2,500.00 for the light, but he would deliver it back 
to Fort Morgan at no charge if the Fort agreed to have it 
returned.7 The Museum directors were called; then, after some 
deliberations a deal was reached. Edwards also decided to 
deliver and donate the tower to the Museum Board. 

Three Sisters 

James Chester with 
son Buford Williams 

Mobile Point Lighthouse 
Fort Morgan (2000) 

on site before removal 
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It is sad to say the iron tower has deteriorated, and in 2003 the AHC shipped it to 

Robinson Iron Works. Thank goodness my daddy took a photo of the tower when it was still 
on site at Fort Morgan. Until an enormous amount of money is raised, one will only be able 
to see photos of this historical tower in books and at the Fort Morgan Museum. 

After great-grandfather Williams retired in 1929, until approximately 1959 to 1970, 
Stephen Purgley (retired in 1970) and Assistant William A. Jones (retired in 1966) are listed 
as Keeper, according to the records in the archives. On July 1, 1939, the Bureau of 
Lighthouses was abolished and is now under the U.S. Coast Guard’s jurisdiction. 

Endnotes 
1Hurley, Neil E. Keeper of Florida Lighthouses. CD-ROM. 
2Smithweck, David. Mobile Point Lighthouse Fort Morgan, Alabama. 21. 
3Adams, William Henry Davenport. Lighthouse and Lightships. London: T. Nelson and Sons. 
4Cipra, David L. Lighthouses, Lightships, and the Gulf of Mexico. Alexandria, VA: Cypress Communications, 

1966. 
5Smithweck. 18. 
6Holland, Francis Ross, Jr. America’s Lighthouses: An Illustrated History. New York: Dover Publication, 

1988. 
7Smithweck. 27. 
 

Special note from David Smithweck’s book, Mobile Point Lighthouse Fort Morgan, 
Alabama: On page 8: “The purpose of a lighthouse’s light is to provide a mariner at sea with 
a fixed point of reference to aid his ability to navigate in the dark when the shore or an 
offshore hazard cannot be seen directly. The distance which such a light can be seen depends 
on the height and intensity of the light. The brighter the light and the greater its height above 
the sea, the further it can be seen.” Also, special note on page 18: “Captain Julian Wythe 
Whiting became a prisoner of war after the surrender of Fort Morgan and was sent to New 
Orleans. He and six others escaped and made their way back to Mobile. He was later 
promoted to Major General and served in the Alabama National Guard Armory in Mobile, 
which is named Fort Whiting in his honor.” 
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Rita Jean Callaway 
Braddock Williams, born 1799 in North Carolina, migrated to Florida about 1843 and 

became a Lighthouse Keeper. He was my three times great-grandfather, the first of four 
generations who served in this trade. His sons and grandsons served in various lighthouses 
or carried for miscellaneous beacons along our waterways between the years of 1854 until 
after 1939. 

William Williams with his wife, Elizabeth, left North Carolina and settled with their 
eleven children (Braddock is the second son.) in a town built by William Williamston and 
named Williamston, Alabama. The town was slowly abandoned after the end of the Civil 
War. The town was located just north of present-day Baker Hill, Alabama. It is listed in 
history as one of the ghost towns in the region. 

Sarah Deborah Williams and Braddock Williams married on December 22, 1822 in 
Henry County, Alabama. They had six children. Three of their sons followed their father 
into lighthouse service: John W. Williams, James Albert Williams (my great-great-
grandfather), and Arad L. Williams. 

In 1811, an event occurred which would significantly accelerate the economic 
development of the Gulf and, as a consequence the building of lighthouses. It was the steam-
powered boat that started to operate on the Mississippi that year. Over the next five decades, 
a growing number of riverboats brought the goods of river and coastal ports to the Gulf for 
transshipment abroad. The steamboat would open the heartland of America to the Gulf and 
to the world.1 Shippers and ship captains demanded aids to navigate the treacherous coast. 
Even though some lighthouses had been built, more construction was renewed with greater 
vigor. The soft Delta land caused some creations to sink into the mud, others to crack before 
completion. The sandy shores of our Gulf Coast have caused many more construction 
problems. 

Nowhere else in the South are the effects of the pre-Civil War cotton trade more evident 
than the ports of St. Marks and Apalachicola, Florida. The ports once commanded the 
attention and filled the purses of cotton merchants in New York, Liverpool, and Le Havre. 
From 1830 to secession, cotton from Florida, Alabama, and Georgia was shipped in massive 
bulk on rafts, steamboats, and railroads to Gulf ports. Having more lighthouses required 
more personnel to keep these lights lighting the way through small waterways along the Gulf 
Coast. 

Braddock Williams’ record of service is as listed: 

Cape St, George Keeper Feb 23, 1854–Jan 10, 1861 $450.00 
Cape St George CSA Keeper Jan 10, 1861–Oct 1861 $450.00 

Lighthouse Keepers Along the Florida Gulf Coast, 
My Family Heritage 
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Cape St. George CSA Caretaker Oct 1861–Oct 31, 1861 $240.00 
Cape San Bias Keeper Nov 2, 1866–May 13, 1868 $640.00 
Cape St. George Keeper May 13, 1868–Mar 6, 1874 $640.00 
Cape St. George Asst. Keeper Mar 6, 1874–Jan 13, 1878 $400.00 

On March 6, 1874, Braddock was reduced in rank to Assistant Keeper of Cape St. George 
Light. His son Arad L. Williams became Keeper and held the position until June 9, 1875, 
when he was killed in a fall from the lighthouse tower while whitewashing it. Within four 
years, Braddock resigned from the service; he was almost 80 years of age. I’m sure losing a 
son in his line of work also took its toll. 

On Burial Permits Issued in 
Apalachicola, 1856-1885, Permit 
#373 reads “August 13, 1881; Lot; 
Old Graveyard Block; Body of: 
Braddock Williams, Age 82.” From 
North Carolina to Florida via 
Georgia and Alabama, Braddock 
experienced the dangers of being a 
pioneer and the loneliness of keeping 
lights. A cousin remarked that most 
salient features of a lighthouse 
keeper’s character were, 
stubbornness and self-sufficiency. 
Approximately 55 lighthouse stations 
were established on the Gulf Coast before the Civil War. 

The Civil War temporarily extinguished the lights on the Gulf and the commerce which 
they served. For example: 

The Confederate superintendent of lights at Apalachicola hired George Robinson in July 
1861 to remove and protect public property at the station, including the Fresnel lens. Keeper 
Braddock Williams was kept on as caretaker until May 20, 1862, when it was obvious that 
Apalachicola’s barrier islands would be in Union control for the rest of the war. By March 
1862, all items had been properly crated and shipped well inland to prevent their capture. 
Blockaders repeatedly visited the tower to spy on any fortifications or troop concentrations 
at Apalachicola. Refugees and Union sailors frequented the place. Several panes of lantern 
glass were shot out, and the dwelling was stripped of every piece of wood. Two walls of the 
brick keeper’s quarters required rebuilding, but the tower needed only minor repairs. The 
first U.S. Light-House Board engineers to arrive found keeper Williams still at his post. 

Endnotes 
1Cipra, David L. Lighthouses, Lightships and the Gulf of Mexico. Alexandra, VA: Cypress Communication, 

n.d. 3. 
2Hurley, Neil E. Keepers of Florida Lighthouses. CD-ROM. 
3Cipra, 50.  

Cape St. George Lighthouse (postcard) 
Dates back to time the Williams family 

were keepers there. 
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Virginia Shelby 
Each year the West Florida Genealogical Society has the opportunity to award a student a 

certificate and cash award for their contribution to the History Fair of Escambia County, 
Florida. The requirement is that the student must use genealogy in their historical 
presentation. This year we had one student who we felt qualified for this award. 

On February 6, 2018, President Virginia Shelby had the proud privilege of presenting an 
award to Isabella Llanera a certificate and a cash award of $50 for her presentation. Isabella is 
a student at Saint Paul’s Catholic School. 

Isabella was given the task of doing a historical 
presentation. The topic of the 2018 National 
History Fair was “Conflict and Compromise.” 
Each student had to present a conflict and then 
how it was resolved during the historical time 
period. The presentations were from the 1600s to 
present conflicts. 

Isabella’s presentation was “Mariano Llanera 
and the Filipino American War.” She used her 
uncle’s diary of his fight during the Philippine-
American War and completed a paper and story 
board of his struggles. She used his personal 
journal of his service in the war and prepared her 
paper and story board. By doing this, she was able 
to get the true feelings of his struggles and fight 
during this dreadful time period for the Filipino 
people. War is never easy but having a first-hand 

diary of the daily struggles gives us a sense of what he went through. 

Mariano Nunez Llanera was a Filipino general who fought in the providences of Bulacan, 
Tarlac, Pampanga, and Nueva Ecija. He lived from 1855 until his death in 1942. 

Isabella had fifteen minutes to present her program to the judges. On Wednesday, 
January 31, 2018, Isabella proudly presented her paper to the judges and was chosen a 
winner. The presentation ceremony was held on Tuesday, February 6, 2018 at the 
Washington High School Auditorium. Isabella, her siblings, parents, and grandparents were 
present for the presentation. Her parents and grandparents were so proud of her in her 
accomplishments. 

West Florida Genealogical Society Supports 
History Fair in Escambia County, Florida 

Virginia Shelby and Isabella Llanera 
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There were close to a thousand entries during the history fair, including such topics as: 

The Trail of Tears, Mary Queen of Scots, Brown vs. Board of Education, Stonewall Jackson, 
The Picket Trials, The Seminole Wars, The Civil War, and many more historical topics. Each 
student, from elementary to high school, proudly displayed his papers and story boards for 
the judges to review. Each and every student did a wonderful job, and we are so proud of all 
of them, but, unfortunately, not all can be winners. 

There were quite a few schools represented. The sad part was that not every school 
participated. Several schools had repeat winners while many other schools did not have any 
winners. We really need to encourage our local schools to have students contribute to the 
history fair. This is an opportunity for students to learn about their family history and 
explore the conflicts which are evident in their family histories. 

If each of us in the society would volunteer at a local school to assist these students with 
their history projects, can you imagine what we could achieve? The number of students we 
could get “turned on” to genealogy would be incredible. I encourage each and every one of 
us to take the time to donate this year to our schools, and let’s see if we can get some young 
genealogists among us. I think our time would be very well spent. 

 

 

 

Transcribed by Denise Mowery 
Mrs. Estelle Dannheisser entertained a few relatives and intimate friends at dinner last 

evening complimentary to her son, Captain Alvin David Dannheisser, U.S.A., M.C., who 
leaves tomorrow for Malone, N.Y., where his marriage to Miss Leone Levy takes place on 
Wednesday, January 14. 

Covers were laid for Captain Dannheisser, Dr. and Mrs. M. A. Lischkoff, and guest, Miss 
Julia Frankel of Houston, Mr. Bennie Forcheimer, who will be Captain Dannheisser’s best 
man, Mr. Nathan Forcheimer, Mr. and Mrs. Edward Forcheimer, Dr. B. V. Dannheisser, 
Miss Ruth Dannheisser, and Mr. Gerson Forcheimer, father of Mrs. Dannheisser who was an 
honored guest for the evening and the hostess. 

Captain Dannheisser is stationed for duty at Fort Barrancas and will bring his bride to 
Pensacola to make their home. 

—The Pensacola Journal, January 6, 1920, page 5 

  

Entertain at Dinner 
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Robert S. Davis 
In 1907, William English Mickle (1846-1920), formerly of the Third Alabama Infantry 

Regiment, published a book of photographs and brief biographical sketches of Confederate 
veterans: Well-Known Confederate Veterans and Their War Records. He had, apparently, 
worked on this project while adjutant general and chief of staff of the veterans’ organization, 
the United Confederate Veterans. Eight years later, he published exactly the same 
information on the same people as volume two of the same work but added some more 
veterans. A copy of the 1907 and 1915 volumes are in Southern History of the Birmingham 
Public Library, and the 1915 volume is found in the Chattanooga-Hamilton County Public 
Library. 

For almost every veteran, Mickle included information on residence, birth, service record, 
and United Confederate Veterans chapter. Information also appears for many veterans in 
the reprinted and indexed editions by the Broadfoot Company of Confederate Veteran 
magazine and Confederate Military History and: 

Alabama 1907 Census of Confederate Soldiers. Cullman, AL: Gregath Co.1982-1984. The 
Alabama Department of Archives and History has the original of the 1907 census and for its 
resident Confederates for 1921 and widows for 1927. These censuses are widely available on 
microfilm. 

Dyer, Gustavus W. and Moore, John T. The Tennessee Civil War Veterans Questionnaires. 
Easley, SC: Southern Historical Press, 1985. 

Hartman, David W. and Coles, David. Biographical Rosters of Florida’s Confederate and 
Union Soldiers 1861-1865. 6 volumes. Broadfoot Publishing Company, Wilmington, NC, 
1995. 

McLane, Bobbie J. and Glazner, Capitola. Arkansas 1911 Census of Confederate Veterans. 
Hot Springs, AR: Arkansas Ancestors, 1977. 

White, Virgil D. Register of Florida CSA Pension Applications. National Historical 
Publishing Company, Waynesboro, Tennessee, 1989. 

Reproduced below is a list of the Florida veterans and Confederate veterans residing in 
Florida found in the Mickle books. Except where noted, the information refers to the 1907 
edition. The entries include different information, but most are as this example: 

FUTCH, A. J., Emerson, Fla.; b. April 10, 1845; e. [enlisted] March 1, 1863; 
pr. [private] Co. [Company] B, 20th Ga. [Georgia] Batt. [Battalion] of Cav. 
[Cavalry], Hampton’s Div. [Division]; served two years; Com. [Commander] 
Finnegan Camp No. 1415 [page xiv] 

  

Some Florida Confederate Veterans in 1907 
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O. W. Bailey, Jasper, FL, served Cobb’s Legion, iv 
William Duncan Ballantine, Fernandina, FL, served 2nd Florida Infantry, iv 
Brigadier General W. L. L. Bowen, photograph, Jewell, GA, b. Bowen, TN, 

served 4th Florida Infantry, pages 15, vi 
John A. Bradley, Deland, FL, served 2nd South Carolina Cavalry, vi 
John T. Bryant, Marianna, FL, served 1st Georgia Regulars, vii 
Robert Bullock, Ocala, FL, staff officer, vii 
J. M. Byrnes, LaGrange, TX, served 12th Florida Infantry, vii 
J. C. Calhoun, Sanford, FL, served 27th Georgia Infantry, viii 
Alfred S. Campbell, Kissimmee, FL, served 7th Florida Infantry, viii 
Alexander Carmichael, Graceville, FL, served 31st Georgia, x 
M. R. Cooper, St. Augustine, FL, served 2nd Florida Infantry, x 
H. G. Damon, Corsicana, TX, served 2nd Florida Infantry, x 
Robert W. Davis, Palatka, FL, served 5th Georgia Reserves, xi 
Frank Diaz, Key West, FL, served 7th Florida Infantry, xi 
H. H. Duncan, Tavares, FL, served 45th Alabama, xii 
Joseph Fagan, Key West, FL, served under Braxton Bragg, xiii 
Francis P. Fleming, Jacksonville, FL, served 2nd Florida Infantry and 1st 

Florida Cavalry, xiii 
J. D. Fraser, Graceville, FL, served 5th North Carolina Infantry, xiv 
A. J. Futch, Emerson, FL, served in 20th Georgia Battalion, xiv 
D. G. H. Geiger, Mayo, FL, served 7th South Carolina Infantry [1915 edition 

only, p. 147] 
Daniel Gillis, Westville, FL, served in Clanton’s Brigade, xv 
J. C. Grant, Graceville, FL, served 6th Florida Infantry, xv 
Wm. D. Hankins, Mayo, FL, served 5th Florida Infantry, [only in 1915 

edition, p. 151] 
J. V. Harris, MD, Key West, FL, served 2nd Mississippi Infantry, xvii [photo 

1915 edition, page 55] 
W. M. Hawkins, Westville, FL, served Barksdale’s Brigade, xvii 
J. B. Hinson, Graceville, FL, served 3rd Louisiana Infantry, xvii 
L. C. Horn, Orlando, FL, served Hunt’s Kentucky Brigade, xviii 
Menefee Huston, Daytona, FL, served Tennessee State Troops, xix 
William Henry Jewell, photograph, Orlando, FL, b. Massachusetts, served 

21st Mississippi Infantry, pp. 53, xix 
D. B. Johns, Jasper, FL, served 1st Florida Battalion, xix 
William C. Johnson, Mayo, FL, served 2nd Florida Infantry, xx 
H. L. Johnston, Graceville, FL, served 19th Georgia Battalion and 10th 

Confederate Cavalry, xx 
John J. Jones, Graceville, FL, served 5th Georgia Infantry, xx 
Jas. E. Lee, Dade City, FL, served in Gordon’s Division, xxi 
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A. J. Lewis, Mayo, FL, served 60th Alabama Infantry, [1915 edition only, page 
163] 

H. H. Love, Jacksonville, FL, served 1st Florida Infantry, xxii 
Alfred Lowe, Key West, FL, served 7th Florida Infantry, xxii 
W. L. Loyd, Noma, FL, served 15th Alabama Infantry, xxii 
J. L. Manning, Westville, FL, served four years, xxiv 
J. H. Muffee, Noma, FL, served 15th Alabama Infantry, xxvi 
Geo. Patton, Apalachicola, FL, served 5th Florida Cavalry, xxviii 
John Pent, Key West, FL, served 7th Florida Infantry, xxviii 
J. M. Phipps, Key West, Fl, served as assistant quartermaster, xxviii 
A. W. Smith, Sopchoppy, FL, served 1st Florida Infantry, xxxii 
John Smith, Key West, FL, served 63rd Georgia Infantry, xxxiii 
Alexander States, Graceville, FL, served 6th Florida Infantry, xxxiii 
Danl. J. Stewart, Mayo, FL, served 4th Florida Infantry, [1915 edition only, 

page 191] 
Thomas J. Stewart, Mayo, FL, served 4th Georgia Cavalry, [1915 edition only, 

page 191] 
Otis S. Tarver, Sanford, FL, served Cobb’s Legion, xxxvi 
Albert M. Thrasher, Sanford, FL, served 3rd Georgia Infantry, xxxv 
S. A. Walker, Key West, FL, served 7th Texas Infantry, xxxvi 
Robert Watson, Key West, FL, served three years, xxxvi 
Bennett S. Whiddon, Hermitage, FL, served General Finnegan, xxxvii 
Samuel C. White, Hermitage, FL, served 31st Georgia Infantry, xxxvii 
Joseph Wiggins, Chokoluskee, FL, served Ferguson’s Cavalry, xxxvii 
William N. L. Williams, Norma, FL, served 63rd Alabama Infantry, xxxviii 
Samuel L. Wilson, Inverness, FL, served 11 Tennessee Infantry, xxxviii 
J. V. Withers, Westville, FL, served Anderson’s Division, xxxviii 
W. L. Wittich, Pensacola, FL, served 56th Alabama, photograph, born 

Madison, GA, pp. 13, xxxviii 
G. B. Yawn, Graceville, FL, served 4th Florida Infantry, xxxix 
H. G. D. Yawn, Graceville, FL, served 6th Florida Infantry, xxxix 
W. C. Zimmerman, photograph, Dunedin, FL, b. Montgomery, AL, served 

4th, 62nd, 63rd Alabama, pp. 13, xxxix 
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Virginia Shelby 

On Friday, August 10, 2018, I had the privilege of attending the University of West 
Florida History Students’ presentations. The program consists of students in Dr. Jamin 
Wells Summer History Class. The students spend eight weeks in intense study of a particular 
individual who is buried in St. Michael’s Cemetery. The individuals to be researched are 
chosen by St. Michael’s Cemetery and Catherine Eddins and Dr. Jamin Wells. 

Each student is given the chance to draw out of a hat an individual to research, so to 
speak. The student then starts the research project. The students visited St. Michael’s 
Cemetery to see where their individual are buried. They spent a couple of hours at the West 
Florida Genealogy Library where the volunteers and library staff assisted the students in 
locating research aids. Dr. Wells took them to the Pensacola Historical Society to the Hilton-
Green room to give them further research aids from Jackie Wilson. Then, they were taken to 
the basement of the UWF library to meet with Dean DeBolt and his staff for further research 
aids. 

The theme of this year’s studies is “Bricks and the Foundation of Pensacola.” Each 
student’s person had either, ties to the brick industry of Pensacola or early foundations in 
the community. 

The first presentation was given by Jessica White on Hanson Kelly (1774–1855). Next 
Robert Petty, a graduate student, gave a presentation on Jose Noriega, Jr. (1788–1827). 
Douglas Hansen followed with a presentation on John Hunt (1801–1851). Samantha Arroyo, 
a graduate student, gave a moving presentation on Ambrose Vaughan (1808–1883) who was 
instrumental in training Harrison and John Sunday in cabinet making and coffin making. 
Jacob Verda followed with a presentation on Hugh Nesbitt (1808–1839). Robin Dunn, 
another graduate student, had a presentation on Leocardio Bonifay (1811–1896). The 
Bonifay’s are a long-standing family in Pensacola. Samantha Poirier, another graduate 
student, gave her presentation on William Gamble Liggett (1815–1837). Crisa Miller gave 
her presentation on James Abercrombie, Jr. (1819–1871). Tori VanScyoc, a graduate 
student, gave her presentation on William Stearns (1830–1903). Courtney Webb, another 
graduate student, gave her presentation on Captain Robert Broadbent (1849–1913). The 
final presentation was from Bill Clouser on Clara F. LeBaron (1851–1864) on the short life 
she lived and the difference she and her family made in the community. 

The papers are going to be a part of St. Michael’s Cemetery to give further information on 
how these citizens helped shape the course of Pensacola’s History and secured its foundation 
into the future. 

After the student’s class presentations, two graduate students gave their research for their 
graduate studies. Samantha Arroyo gave the presentation on the 200th Anniversary of the 

UWF Local History Research Showcase 
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State of Florida on various research aids that she had put together in a bibliography for 
future use as the 200th anniversary of the Spanish turning over Florida to the United States. 

Elayne Hirsch, who gave a presentation last year for Dr. Jamin Wells History class, 
worked for the past year at the Pensacola Lighthouse and Museum to design activities for 
younger visitors who are not allowed to climb the lighthouse steps. Coast Guard regulations 
state that a person has to be at least 44 inches in height in order to climb the lighthouse steps. 
Elayne worked to design and re-design activities to keep these younger folks occupied while 
their older parents and siblings climb to the top of the lighthouse. Elayne created an 
educational curriculum and educational handouts to be used by the Lighthouse Staff. Lesson 
plans were also created to assist teachers in teaching about the lighthouse and its history. 

 
 

Samantha Arroyo 
On October 5, 1808, Vaughan was born in Fredericksburg, Virginia.1 There is a gap in the 

information on Vaughan’s childhood leading up to his arrival in Pensacola between 1830-
1850. Not much information exists on Vaughan’s family and their origin other than what 
appears in the Federal Census records for 1850-1880. These records listed Vaughan as a 
mulatto, which was used to identify anyone with Caucasian and African descent.2 Despite 
being a person of mixed racial heritage in antebellum America, Vaughan found substantial 
economic success in Pensacola. His ornate monument in St. Michael’s Cemetery attests to 
his social economic status upon his death. 

In the 1830s, Vaughan began his economic endeavors by purchasing property in 
Pensacola. Vaughan made a mortgage payment to Jose Garcia on November 21, 1835 of 
$480 for a plot of land consisting of the east half of lot number 190 and the west half of lot 
number 191 on Romana Street. This purchase contained a building located somewhere on 
the property.3 Shortly after this purchase, the Second Seminole War broke out in Territorial 
Florida on December 23, 1835, which incorporated persons of African descent aiding the 
Seminoles against U.S. forces. Racial tensions quickly spread throughout Florida as a result.4 
Regardless, Vaughan remained active in Pensacola. For example, there was a notice in the 
Pensacola Gazette, for Vaughan to pick up mail at the post office left since July 1.5 

He married Tabitha Josephine Reyer on December 28, 1842.6 The marriage was officiated 
by the Roman Catholic Priest S. Y. Guinand at St. Michael’s Church in Pensacola.7 This 
marriage confirmed that Vaughan was in the area during the 1840s, a decade that offered 
new opportunities as Pensacola recovered from the Panic of 1837, which ended in 1843. 

Vaughan was identified as a cabinet maker in 1850, a trade he learned from John Sunday, 
Jr., one of the city’s most prominent people of color.8 Vaughan continued to engage in many 
financial transactions, mortgaging and selling property. These exchanges happened under 

Ambrose Vaughan’s Endeavor for Success 
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the name of Vaughan or Josephine, his wife, even though she could not read or write.9 The 
couple profited. For example, Vaughan made $600 from lots 190 and 191 in which he 
initially bought for $480, thus making a profit of $120 from these transactions.10 

In a series of newspaper advertisements, Vaughan began appearing in the Pensacola 
Gazette from 1854-1856 with two different commercial advertisements. His primary 
advertisement was for his cabinet and coffin making occupation.11 Vaughan’s advertisement 
appeared for a few years before its last appearance in the Gazette’s April 5, 1856 
publication.12 Vaughan expanded his skills from cabinet making to funerary preparation. 
The yellow fever outbreak in 1853 claimed 260 lives; thus, Vaughan’s service as an 
undertaker were likely in high demand across the city.13 In the Gazette, Vaughan posted an 
advertisement to sell his wagon on September 2, 1856.14 

During the 1880s, Vaughan continued to serve as an undertaker while living with his son 
John, daughter Mary Hagerty, and her two small children, Mary and Charles, on the 
southside of Romana Street in the heart of Pensacola.15 Vaughan was proactive in business 
affairs such as undertaking a lawsuit against Albert Hyer and W. K. Hyer (Hyer Bros.) in 
1881. Vaughan claimed to have deposited money with the Hyer Bros. in 1871. These bankers 
promised to pay interest of $1,700 on these deposits by March 15, 1878. However, they 
refused to pay Vaughan this amount, since their contract provided for deferment up to a 
year. The Hyer Bros. continued to refuse payment after the grace period expired by denying 
this transaction ever occurred with them but under a different branch which dissolved. The 
responsibility of payment of this balance still fell on the bankers. Vaughan went forward 
claiming that the bank owed him $2,500. The Hyer Bros. disputed this amount claiming that 
Vaughan had withdrawn from his initial balance in previous transactions resulting in its 
reduction. The lawsuit ended with the court ruling in favor of Vaughan in January 1882. 
Vaughan was rewarded $1,951.97 for his endeavors.16 

On June 11, 1883, Vaughan passed away at the age of 74 as a savvy, established 
businessman in Pensacola.17 Vaughan was interred in the west central funerary plots of St. 
Michael’s Cemetery.18 Vaughan’s gravesite is situated on flat grassy ground a few feet north 
of his wife, Josephine. Vaughan’s gravestone, also known as a monument, consists of a 
marble stone slab standing upright, secured on a base on the ground.19 This formation is 
otherwise known as a tab-in-socket feature possessing a rounded top and a footstone—a tiny 
stone marker at the edge of the grave denoting where the gravesite ends.20 Engraved on 
Vaughan’s gravestone is a funerary symbol of a hand pointing up holding a cross. This 
symbol means that Vaughan led a good life, which would be rewarded in the afterlife.21 
Vaughan’s burial at St. Michael’s Cemetery illustrated how well received he was in 
Pensacola, because people of color were more often buried in cemeteries associated with 
black churches.22 Vaughan received a rare recognition not enjoyed by many. Vaughan 
accomplished a great deal of economic success in his lifetime, successfully navigating the 
many social, economic, and cultural challenges he faced. 
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Robin Dunn 
The name Bonifay is well known in West Florida, especially in the city of Pensacola. It 

was the matriarch of the family, Mariana Bonifay, who settled the family in Pensacola in the 
1780s when the area was under the Spanish flag. The Bonifays went on to become one of the 
largest suppliers of bricks in Pensacola. This paper is going to focus on a less well-known 
member of the Bonifay clan, Leocardio. 

Leocardio Bonifay was born in 1811 in Pensacola, to Manuel and Teresa Bonifay. 
Mariana Bonifay was Leocardio’s paternal grandmother.1 He was the fourth of twelve 
children. His father died when he was sixteen, leaving Leocardio’s older brothers to take over 
the family brickyard.2 Brickmaking was a major business in antebellum Pensacola. By 1828, 
39,000 bricks a month were being produced.3 

Even though he was too young to manage the brickyard, Leocardio likely worked in the 
brickyard, giving him skills, knowledge, and experience in a vital trade. In 1839, at age 28, 
Leocardio married his first cousin, Irene Gonzalez, at St. Michael’s Catholic Church.4 They 
would go on to have six children, as Leocardio continued to work in the brick industry.5 In 
1850, Leocardio partnered with James Gonzalez in the brickyard, Gonzalez and Bonifay. 
That year, in 1850, the brickyard produced one million bricks valued at $9,000.6 What 
became of the partnership and the brickyard has yet to surface. The Civil War ravaged the 
industrial infrastructure of Pensacola, as well as the historical records that might have shed 
more light on Leocardio’s adult life. 

On February 24, 1873, Leocardio’s wife passed away of unknown causes at the age of 52. 
She was buried in St. Michael’s Cemetery near Manuel and Teresa Bonifay. Leocardio lived 
with his daughter for the next couple of years, until his passing at the age of 85 in 1896. He 
was remembered as a “quiet, unassuming gentlemen [who] was highly esteemed by all who 
knew him.”7 

We know as much about Leocardio’s final resting place as we do about his life. His grave 
site is not definitely known. Experts suspect Leocardio may be have been interred, with his 
parents in St. Michaels Cemetery. Their tomb is a large, rounded raised top with four pillars 
on each corner. The raised top and four pillars look to be made from concrete. On the front 
is the head stone that says, “Our Parents Emanuel & Teresa Bonifay and their children.” 
Above the inscription is a cross, highlighting their Christian faith. 

Although we do not know much about Leocardio, making him the forgotten Bonifay, his 
life in the brick industry gives us a window onto an industry that helped build the 
foundations of modern Pensacola. 
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Jessica White 
Under a marble obelisk in Pensacola’s St. Michael’s Cemetery lay the remains of Hanson 

Kelly, an entrepreneur, long-time city postmaster, and a man whose success was built on 
unfree labor. 

Kelly was born in North Carolina in 1774, though there is little documentation of his first 
three decades of life.1 At 28, he married Susannah Cooke in New Hanover County, North 
Carolina.2 Kelly established himself as a successful merchant. During the time of the War of 
1812 he supplied rations to prisoners of war housed in Wilmington, North Carolina. It took 
a decade for the federal government to pay Kelly $3,527.46 for the rations.3 He also had 
business dealings in foreign ports. In January 1814, he petitioned the fourth President of the 
United States, James Madison, for a passport for an assistant who he wanted to go and 
collect money owed to him in Havana, Cuba.4 

Shortly after the United States acquired Florida in the Adams-Onis Treaty in 1821, Kelly 
uprooted his family and moved to Pensacola, Florida. Hanson Kelly thrived in Pensacola. In 
just a few short years, he established a lumber mill and yard, owned an ice house, and 
became the city’s postmaster in 1831.5 As postmaster, Kelly joined the largest part of the 
federal service, which accounted for 76% of the entire civilian federal workforce in 1831.6 He 
took his position seriously, working to fulfill his duties and improve mail service for which 
he was responsible. In 1837, Kelly signed a petition to congress requesting a steamboat mail 
route from Pensacola to Mobile to increase the delivery method and efficiency.7 Kelly’s 
interest in the port extended beyond the mail. In 1836, he posted advertisements in the 
Pensacola Gazette selling “prime Havana coffee” from Cuba and tickets for passage on a ship 
traveling to New York via Key West.8 His growing status in Pensacola led to his election to 
the board of directors of the Alabama, Florida, & Georgia Railroad Company, and, in 1837, 
the Bank of Pensacola.9 

Hanson Kelly: A Pensacola Entrepreneur 
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In the 1840s, at the height of his career, Kelly headed a household of seventeen, including 

eight enslaved African Americans.10 Little has yet to be uncovered about the Kelly 
household. We know the most about Hanson and Susannah Kelly’s son, William 
Washington Jones Kelly, who would grow up to join the military and become the first 
Lieutenant Governor of the state of Florida.11 

On May 11, 1855 Hanson Kelly died after a battle with a lingering sickness.12 He was 
buried in St. Michael’s Cemetery alongside his wife, Susan Kelly, his daughter, Mary Jane 
Kelly, and a Sarah Eugenia VanBaun, most likely to be a married daughter. Kelly’s memorial 
reflects his wealth and social status. The plot is enclosed by a common bond brick wall. 
Inside stands a beautiful obelisk and marble pillar that has faded over time, making it quite 
difficult to read part of the etching on his family’s tombs. If one looks carefully, however, 
these beautiful words come into focus: “Universally known, and as universally esteemed and 
beloved, he has passed an ordinary life time in our midst, and now like a patriarch of the 
ancient time, he has gone down to the Tomb full of years and full of honors. May our end be 
like this, then the summons of death will be shorn of its terrors while yielding our breath.”13 
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Tori VanScyoc 
William Stearns was born on April 19, 1830, at the Navy Yard in Warrington, Florida, 

where his parents, Thomas J. and Susan, had lived for the previous five years.1 He was the 
oldest of ten children, all of whom were raised in the Pensacola area.2 Thomas Stearns 
worked as a carpenter at the Navy Yard and later worked as a master mechanic.3 

Around 1850, William Stearns entered into the workforce as a carpenter, following in his 
father’s footsteps.4 The population of Pensacola in 1850 was very diverse, including many 
naval personnel, foreign-born residents, and free and enslaved African Americans.5 William 
Stearns and his father would have worked with some of these diverse people in the carpentry 
business. Because of its diversity and rapid growth, Pensacola stood apart from other 
Southern cities.6 

On April 19, 1854, Stearns began a family of his own by marrying Catherine Coleman at 
the Navy Yard in Warrington.7 Two years later they had their first child, Ethel. Two years 
after that, the couple welcomed their first son, Thomas J. 8 

By the time Stearns turned thirty he had begun working in the blacksmith industry and 
had accumulated a personal estate worth $250. The family lived in dwelling number 43 in 
the Navy Yard alongside similarly hardworking blue-collar families headed by carpenters 
and watchmakers.9 Although no evidence has surfaced about Stearns’s role in the Civil War, 
it clearly impacted his entire family as the battle for Pensacola upended life in the Navy Yard. 

Better economic opportunities likely pushed Stearns to leave his family and move to 
Yalobusha County, in Mississippi, halfway between Jackson and Memphis, in the late 
1860s.10 There he lived and worked alongside a large number of blacksmiths, most likely at 
one of the Illinois Central Railroad yards established there in the wake of the Civil War. 
While working around other professionals in his field, Stearns would have had the 
opportunity to compare techniques, improve skills, or learn new skills in his trade. 

Before 1870 Stearns moved 135 miles north to Jackson, Tennessee, where he reunited 
with his wife and their six children: Thomas who was twenty-one; Dora, twenty-three; 
Sumpter, eighteen; Francis, sixteen; William H., fourteen; and Gertrude, who was only three 
years old. Stearns was prospering as a blacksmith. The Stearns family lived in an affluent 
neighborhood among lawyers, doctors, a law clerk, and a grocer on Royal Street. Many of 
their neighbors were white families that had one or two domestic servants.11 

Pensacola, as a new booming New South port city, beckoned William, and the family 
returned to their hometown in the early 1880s.12 Stearns accepted a position as head 
blacksmith for the Pensacola Ice Company at the Ice House Wharf. Incorporated in 1871, 
the firm was one of just two ice producers in the city, and it also shipped fish, sold wine and 

William Stearns: 
The Hardworking Man with the Marble Grave 
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liquor, and undertook machine forging.13 Stearns apparently prospered. By 1885, he and his 
wife, along with five of their children, Thomas, Frank, Willie, and Gertie, and Clara, resided 
in a house on Romana Street north of Alcaniz Street on a racially and economically diverse 
street that included African Americans and Caucasians; a clerk and a housekeeper; laborers, 
a carpenter, and a notary.14 By 1890, he ran the Ice House Wharf with his son, Thomas.15 

William Stearns continued working for the Pensacola Ice Company at the Ice House 
Wharf through the decade, but he moved from his home on Romana Street. In the 1896 
Pensacola City Directory, his residence is listed as 314 East Intendencia.16 His children had 
moved out by then, and William and Catherine once again lived alone. Two years later, they 
moved to 314 East Zarragossa, leaving their house to their son Thomas who was successfully 
working as a blacksmith.17 Stearns had a continuing interest in property. In September 1899, 
William and Catherine Stearns purchased a waterfront property from the Louisville and 
Nashville Railroad Company.17 The couple paid forty dollars for the piece of land, about the 
equivalent of $1,215 in 2018.18 

William Stearns was very active in the community. He was a consistent member of the 
Episcopal Church for most of his life.20 He was also a member of the Pensacola Masonic 
Fraternity for fifty-two years. His father had been one of the charter members of the 
Pensacola lodge which allowed William to join the secretive society. Meetings were held 
twice a month consistently through Stearns’s lifetime.21 

Just two years after purchasing the waterfront property together, Catherine Stearns 
passed away. On November 11, 1902, she died peacefully in her home at the age of sixty-
five.22 Her funeral services, announced in the Pensacola New Journal, were held just two days 
later at St. Joseph’s Church. Her obituary described her as a devout Christian and a beloved 
mother and friend.23 

William Stearns died ten months later on September 5, 1903, at the age of seventy-three.24 
At the time of his death, he was in Paris, Tennessee, most likely visiting his son Sumpter.25 
William was buried next to his wife in St. Michael’s Cemetery in Pensacola, Florida. The 
couple shares a gravestone.26 William and Catherine Stearns’s gravestone has an ornate, 
machine-carved marble monument, topped by a cross, supported by two columns. Over 
time the cross has fallen off and it now lays in the cradle in front of the monument. Directly 
to the left of Mr. and Mrs. Stearns’s grave is the less elaborate grave of one of their daughters, 
Ethel Stearns.27 The grave of Mr. and Mrs. Stearns contains the inscription “Father” and 
“Mother” at the top, below where the cross originally sat. 

William Stearns’s life was defined by hard work. He labored as a carpenter, blacksmith, 
and, eventually, a shipsmith to provide for his large family. He was a skilled and experienced 
worker who was raised in Pensacola but left for better economic opportunities. Pensacola 
grew at an incredible rate that allowed Stearns and his family to return home. Although 
Stearns was good at his job, his family was what mattered most to him. 
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Samantha Poirier 
In the early nineteenth century, new technologies—particularly the steamship, the 

telegraph, and the railroad—fueled the expansion of trade, communication, and settlement 
across the continent. Population grew; the economy expanded; cities, seemingly, sprang up 
overnight. Yet, there was a dark side to these changes, among the most significant being the 
spread of communicable disease. Cholera, tuberculosis, and yellow fever became routine 
epidemics in the first decades of the nineteenth century, taking the lives of millions, 
including a twenty-one-year-old man from Pennsylvania who died here in Pensacola in 
1836. Like many affluent, sickly antebellum Americans, this man traveled thousands of miles 
in an attempt to find a cure for his pulmonary illness. This article explores the story of 
William Gamble Liggett and Pensacola’s role as a health resort in the early nineteenth 
century. 

William Liggett was born on February 16, 1815 in Carlisle, Pennsylvania. His father, 
Thomas, was born in County Tyrone, Ireland but emigrated with his family to Carlisle, 
Pennsylvania in 1791. A year after they arrived, Thomas’s father died.1 In 1802, Thomas 
moved to Pittsburgh and worked as a carpenter. He married Elizabeth Holdship McPherson 
in August 1809. Over the next 13 years, the couple had eight children: James; Thomas, Jr.; 
William; Sarah; John and Joseph; James; and Joseph; a few of whom died in their youth.2 In 
the later years of his life, Thomas also practiced law at the Allegheny County bar and became 
involved in real estate.3 

Like his father, William studied the law, enrolling in the Western University of 
Pennsylvania, precursor of the University of Pittsburgh. A serious student, he joined the 
Tilghman Literary Society, a club formed by students in 1821 in honor of Chief Justice of the 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court, William Tilghman.4 Unfortunately, illness prevented William 
from completing his studies.5 In the beginning of 1836, William decided to travel south “in 
pursuit of relief from a pulmonary affection.”6 From this description, it is likely William 
suffered from tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis went by several names during the nineteenth-century—consumption, 
phthisis, the White Death, the robber of youth, to name a few. A contagious, airborne disease 
caused by Mycobacterium tuberculosis, tuberculosis is most often associated with infection of 
the lungs, though it can develop in other organs. Symptoms of the disease can include 
fatigue, night sweats, and a persistent coughing up of phlegm and/or blood. Those affected 
by tuberculosis were often left with a thin, weak, and pale appearance. The disease claimed 
many young lives, such as notable writers John Keats and members of the Brontë family. 
Tuberculosis sufferers underwent various treatments for their discomfort. A few physicians 
prescribed bleedings, while others suggested dietary changes and plenty of fresh air. Patients 
who could afford to travel opted for open-air treatment and sought out climates away from 
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urban cities in which to recuperate. Some traveled to farms or the mountains, while others 
journeyed to the warmer, subtropical temperatures of the south.7 

William decided to travel to the subtropical climate and sea breezes of Pensacola for 
treatment. People had been coming to Pensacola to treat illness for decades. In 1821, 
Andrew Jackson’s wife, Rachel, reported “The place is nearly full; a great many come for 
their health. It is very healthy—so pure and wholesome.”8 The year before William headed 
south, U.S. Naval surgeon Isaac Hulse, who was stationed at the Pensacola Navy Yard, 
published a response within the American Railroad Journal declaring that Pensacola was the 
“finest climate…for consumptive persons.” Hulse also stated that he knew of no case of 
consumption originating in Pensacola and that several of the cases who visited the city were 
cured with little medical treatment.9 This healthy reputation lasted throughout the century. 
In 1898, boosters claimed: “Pensacola has the healthiest official record of any state in the 
United States…the drinking water is abundant and the purest in the world.”10 These positive 
claims of Pensacola as a health resort ushered in the early forms of tourism associated with 
the city today. 

To reach Pensacola, William likely traveled by steamship as there was no direct route by 
rail. In the early 1800s, Pittsburgh became “the Gateway to the West” due to its strategic 
location at the headwaters of the Ohio River, a vital link between the eastern states and 
western and southern territories of the expanding country. The steamships traveling through 
Pittsburgh were “long, narrow and shallow-draught,” 11 to 14 feet wide and 70 to 90 feet 
long. They were fast and carried mixed freights of passengers, mail, and cargo.11 

When he left or exactly how long the journey took, we do not know; yet, we can identify 
the most viable route. From Pittsburgh, the boat, undoubtedly, sailed along the Ohio River 
for almost 1,000 miles before sailing another 1,000 miles down the Lower Mississippi River 
to New Orleans. From there, William, presumably, sailed on the packet steamer Watchman 
to Pensacola, where he arrived in the third week of November 1836.12 

Once he arrived, there were few places in Pensacola where William could have resided 
during his last two months. As no records have been found detailing his stay, two theories 
emerge. One potential location was the Eagle Tavern, which accommodated travelers and 
boarders.13 The Eagle Tavern was likely located a few blocks from the wharf near the bay, as 
the Plan of the New City of Pensacola 1835-36 depicts an unnamed tavern there.14 Another 
possible accommodation for William was the Collins Hotel owned by Antoine Collins and 
his wife Mary. The hotel was in operation from 1829 to 1842, until it burned down. 

As there were few activities William could partake in while recuperating from his 
infection, he likely spent his days reading. Though William almost certainly brought some of 
his own reading material, he may have also acquired books from local reading rooms and 
libraries. Pensacolian and newspaperman W. Hasell Hunt was the proprietor of a book store 
and circulating library throughout the 1820s, and, in all likelihood, maintained this during 
the 1830s.15 Presumably, William would have acquired his knowledge of Florida and 
Pensacola from these sources. For example, he would have found that Richard K. Call 
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became governor of the Florida territory earlier that year. And he would have read that 
Benjamin Drake Wright was the owner and editor of the Pensacola Gazette, founded by W. 
Hasell Hunt, from 1834-1839. One can also assume that William read the Pensacola Gazette 
and kept himself informed on the developments of the Seminole War (1835-1842) occurring 
in the Florida territory. 

Although only residing in Pensacola for a short time, William’s death caught the 
attention of Pensacolians. According to the Pensacola Gazette, his “closing hours were met 
with sympathy and care…and every respect was paid to his mortal remains.”16 William 
succumbed to his illness on January 4, 1837 and was interred in St. Michael’s Cemetery. 

Facing the eastern sunrise, William’s grave consists of a headstone and footstone crafted 
from white marble. During the late 1700s and through the Victorian Era, marble was a 
popular choice for grave markers because of its association with luxury and classical Greek 
designs. Marble is metamorphosed limestone and contains crystalline grains of calcite, 
dolomite, or serpentine and other minerals which give the rock its pigment and distinctive 
veins and swirls.17 Pure calcite or dolomite produce white marble while the dark shades in 
the stone are likely caused by thin flakes of graphite.18 Its colors range from shades of white, 
grey, green, pink, and black while its weight is normally between 165 to 180 pounds per 
cubic foot.19 Though marble is a relatively hard stone, it is susceptible to staining and reacts 
negatively with acid rain which dissolves the calcite in the stone and creates spalling, or 
flaking. 

William’s gravestones are white with soft swirls of grey and black and feature minimal 
signs of spalling. The design is in the European style, possibly Gothic or Baroque. The top, or 
tympanum, is carved in a semicircle which descends into adjoining finials, or shoulders.20 
The delicate script on the headstone reads: 

BENEATH 
Lie the remains of 

WILLIAM G. LIGGETT 
A citizen and native of 

Pittsburgh, Penna. 
who died at Pensacola 

Jany 4th A. D. 1837 
In the 22nd year of his age 
The remembrance of his 
worth and virtues lives in 
the hearts of his kindred 
and this stone is raised as 

a last tribute of regar 

The end of the inscription is hidden beneath the ground and a surrounding layer of 
concrete, also known as a collar.21 The footstone features the same shape as the headstone 
and bears William’s initials. Upon inspection, William’s headstone contains a patch on the 
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lower right of the stone. One can speculate that the damage occurred during the same time 
the gravestone was propped against a tree, or when it was moved, sometime in the late 
nineteenth or early twentieth century.22 

Since there are no marble quarries within the vicinity of Pensacola, Thomas Liggett either 
selected the stone from up north and had it shipped down, or he purchased it from one of 
the neighboring southern states. Based on the color of William’s gravestones, the marble 
likely came from one of the following locations along the Appalachian mountain range. 
Vermont is well-known for its marble quarries and is often titled “the Marble State.” 
Pennsylvania also has a number of quarries, in particular, within Montgomery County. The 
south features a variety of marble quarries; however, Coosa County in Alabama crafted “fine, 
statuary marble” and sold tombstones and furniture to the southern part of the state.23 

In addition to the location from which the gravestones came, the name of the craftsman 
who carved the stone is also unknown, as well as, the amount Thomas Liggett or his heirs 
paid for the grave markers. Multiple factors affected the price of a gravestone, which could 
include the name of the stone-cutter, the materials used, the style of the marker, and the 
worker’s time.24 Still, a small percentage of the grave markers within St. Michael’s Cemetery 
are signed, which provides some clues about the men who were masons and carvers during 
the early to middle 1800s. One such individual was Elihu Purvis, a stone-cutter, who lived 
and worked in Pensacola during the 1830s and 1840s.25 If Thomas shipped William’s 
gravestone to Pensacola, it is possible that Purvis carved the inscription. 

Regrettably, most of the events of William’s short life are speculative since little evidence 
pertaining to his time in Pensacola survives. In the middle and late nineteenth century, fires 
destroyed many of his records.26 Due to these obstacles, most of this research contains 
fragments of William’s life, interspersed with educated assumptions based on information 
relevant to the nineteenth century. Nevertheless, William’s story provides a glimpse of the 
exciting developments, as well as the frightening hardships, faced by our ancestors as they 
struggled to seize the American dream during this period. 
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