
West
Florida

Footprints
No. 38, 2017



West Florida Footprints
Journal of the

West Florida Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 10217

Pensacola, FL 32524-0217

Editor
Denise Mowery

W est Florida Footprints is the annual journal of the West Florida Genealogical Society 
(WFGS), Inc. It consists of manuscripts and source materials submitted to the Society per-

taining to genealogy and local history of West Florida. Please mail or e-mail potential articles for 
consideration to WFGS, Attn: Editor. (E-mail the editor at: denisemowery@gmail.com)

WFGS assumes no responsibility for transcription, typographical or interpretive errors which 
may occur in the published articles. Most often, the contents of the articles in this publication 
cannot be verified; therefore, readers should govern their use of the material accordingly.

The WFGS was formed in 1982 and consists of over 150 members residing primarily in the 
panhandle of Florida and southern Alabama, or the area known historically as “West Florida.” 
Monthly meetings are held on the first Saturday of each month (except July) at 10:00 a.m. at West 
Florida Genealogy Library, 5740 North Ninth Avenue, Pensacola, Florida 32504. (Directions: 
From 9th Avenue, turn east onto College Boulevard; then, make a left turn. Building is on the left.) 
WFGS sponsors a conference each year, as well as other special events.

Annual dues are $20.00 per person, or $25.00 for a couple living in the same dwelling. Please 
remit dues to the WFGS address listed above.

Website: https://wfgsi.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WFGenSoc

Copyright 2017
West Florida Genealogical Society, Inc.

All rights reserved



Table of Contents
The President’s Message

Shirley Jones......................................................................................................................................... i
Officers, Directors, Committee Chairmen and Vital Individuals.................................................. ii
In Memory...................................................................................................................................................iii
Garfish

Submitted by Charlotte Schipman................................................................................................... 1
William A. Spear

Susan Rawls; Submitted by Bonnie Griffis Lewis........................................................................... 5
Pensacola Folks

Transcribed by Denise Mowery........................................................................................................ 7
Florida Pioneer Descendents Certificate Presentation to Ann Alverson

Denise Mowery................................................................................................................................... 8
Local UWF Students Taking an Interest in Pensacola History

Virginia Shelby.................................................................................................................................. 10
Stranger than Fiction: The Life of Abraham and Fannie Daniels

Dylan White...................................................................................................................................... 14
John Stokes: Right Time, Right Place, Right Skills

James L. New..................................................................................................................................... 20
Spaniard, American, Entrepreneur: Louis Maestré

Dominick Limle................................................................................................................................ 22
The Portuguese Sailor and His Wife: A New Life and a New Name

Elayne Hinsch................................................................................................................................... 24
Myrtle Grove, Then and Now

John G. McNair and Randolph N. Reedy; Submitted by Jacqueline Reynolds........................ 26
65 Added to Select Army Total Here

Transcribed by Denise Mowery...................................................................................................... 31
First Men in County to Go into Training

Transcribed by Denise Mowery...................................................................................................... 33
West Florida Genealogical Society 35th Birthday.............................................................................. 33
The Father of Many Churches in Florida Panhandle and

South Alabama—Reverend J. L Bryars
Virginia Shelby.................................................................................................................................. 34

Christian Heroes
Transcribed by Denise Mowery...................................................................................................... 36

Grandma’s House
Jerry Kirksey; Submitted by Jacqueline Reynolds........................................................................ 38

West Florida Genealogical Society 2017 Seminar with Clarise Soper........................................... 40



The Hurst Family
Virginia Shelby.................................................................................................................................. 42

Pensacola Library Association to Give Dance
Transcribed by Denise Mowery...................................................................................................... 48

John B. Hardin, Notorious Outlaw
Marcie Lee......................................................................................................................................... 49

History of Molino, Florida and Surrounding Areas
Virginia Shelby.................................................................................................................................. 51

Pioneer and Settler and Builder Certificate Presentation to Suzanne Jones Landry
Virginia Shelby.................................................................................................................................. 55

Eating Habits and Recipes of the early 1900s
Virginia Shelby.................................................................................................................................. 57

West Florida Genealogical Society Publications for Sale................................................................. 61
West Florida Footprints CD..................................................................................................................... 61
Index............................................................................................................................................................ 62



May the roots of your family tree grow deep and strong.

—An Irish Blessing



i

The President’s Message

T he West Florida Genealogical Society is a healthy and vibrant society. 
The year saw informative and educational programs presented at the 

monthly meetings. As in 2016, Virginia Shelby, Vice President, was instru-
mental in arranging these programs. Topics included

»» Virginia Shelby, started our year with a program on “How to 
Research Native American Heritage.”

»» Pat Giordano, Florida State Genealogical Society,  spoke on the 
Florida Pioneers Program and the Settler and Builders Program.

»» April Holmes, UWF Grad Student, spoke on Tristan de Luna 
Archeological Dig.

»» Catherine Eddins, UFW Archaeology Institute, spoke on cem-
etery preservation.

»» N. B. Cook Students video play called “John Sunday Jr: A Self-Made Man,” written and 
performed by students: Henry Fisher, Julia Gibson, Kieran Kelly, and Kathryn Raines.

»» Dr. Dan Phillips, retired PSC professor, gave us a view of “Jews’ Role in the Civil War.”
»» David Gonzalez and Erin Renfroe presented the new website.
»» Evan Strohl, explained the need and rewards of being a Library Volunteer.
»» Mary Eberle conducted two workshops: “Genetic Genealogy” and “Digging Deeper into 

DNA Testing.”
The West Florida Genealogical Society 2017 Seminar featured Clarise Soper. She spoke on: 

“Repositories: How to Find Them, Use Them, and Finding Aids”; “Genealogy Proof Standards”; 
and “Native American Research.”

Karen Cook commenced work as the Branch Manager of the West Florida Genealogy Library.
Work continues in the library rennovations.

We are a solvent society, with Priscilla Nobles overlooking our funds. Our secretary, Auriette 
Lindsey, has been excellent on taking the minutes for the general meetings, as well as the Board of 
Directors meetings. David Gonzalez and his assistants have been on the ball with registration and 
greeting our members each meeting. David Gonzalez and Erin Renfroe maintain the Society’s 
website. Our Library Book Chairman, Bruce Rova, has increased our library collection with his 
swap/buy program.

Along with those mentioned above, I want to thank Board of Directors, who have been there 
to help the Officers with their work and to furnish ideas when called upon.

A special thanks to Virginia Shelby for all of her good research to find topics and speakers for 
the monthly programs.

Shirley Jones
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In Memory

Richard William Freisinger
Richard William Freisinger passed away on February 25, 2017. He was born in Chicago, 

Illinois, August 18, 1930 to Peter and Anna Gindl Freisinger and moved with his parents to 
Escambia County when he was seven years old.

Richard Freisinger served his country in the U. S. Navy. He began his career at Chemstrand 
(Monsanto) in the chemical laboratory. He was active in civic activities and natural resource 
endeavors with membership in related organizations. He was an outdoorsman who loved to hunt 
and fish. He loved his family, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Peter and Anna Gindl Freisinger. Surviving are 
his wife of 58 years, Jacqueline Bowman Freisinger; son, Marvin Lee and Sharon Lucas; daugh-
ter, Carol Ann and Harry Swinford; granddaughters, Heather Shenea and Joshua Bedwell, and 
Margaret Huston Swinford; grandsons, William Ashton Lucas and Amber Williams, Marvin 
Dowling Lucas and Chelsea Prather; great-grandchildren, Mollie Lenea Bedwell, Madalyn Lei 
Bedwell, Anson Lane Bedwell, Aidan Loche Bedwell, Skye Grace Marie Tanton, and Kora Leigh 
Lucas; brother, Charles D. and Ollie Mae Freisinger; brother-in-law, Julian Duane and Shirley 
Bowman; sisters-in-law, Doris Coon, Faye and Jimmy Silvia, and many nieces and nephews.

Frances Kathryn (Harrison) Wilkinson
Frances Kathryn Wilkinson, age 90, of Pensacola passed away on September 25, 2017. She 

was born in Milton to the late Francis A. and Katie Bonifay Harrison. She graduated from the 
University of Alabama in Tuscaloosa and went on to obtain her Master’s Degree. She started her 
career in education but spent most of her life in Social Work for the State of Florida. She attended 
the First Presbyterian Church of Pensacola.

She is survived by her son, Wayne Wilkinson of Colorado Springs; two grandchildren, 
Maranda Faye Wilkinson Moss and William Wayne Wilkinson; and six great-grandchildren.
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Patricia Brandenburg Wariner
Patricia Brandenburg Wariner passed away on November 8, 2017. She was born in Pensacola, 

Florida, September 21, 1951. She is preceded in death by her daughter Rachel Barlow and 
her parents Betty (Ed) Hattaway and Frank Brandenburg. She is survived by her sister Gloria 
Brandenburg Hughes and brothers Frank (Susan) Brandenburg and Bill (Carole) Brandenburg, 
numerous nieces, nephews, other relatives and special friends.

Patricia was a selfless advocate for people with disabilities and served over 20 years with 
Community Transportation in Escambia and Santa Ross Counties. After retirement she became 
very active with the Genealogical Society of Santa Rosa County. She had a true love of genealogy 
and spent endless hours helping others with research, visiting cemeteries and documenting head-
stones. She served on the boards of Escambia and Santa Rosa genealogical societies and was a ma-
jor contributor in volumes I and II of The Heritage of Escambia County, Florida and The Heritage 
of Santa Rosa County, Florida. Patricia was also inducted into the Florida Pioneers, Daughters of 
the Revolution, Daughters of the Confederacy and she enjoyed her mornings with the guys of the 
Breakfast Club. She had recently developed an interest in photography and spent countless hours 
looking for the right angle and chasing the perfect shot. She enjoyed sharing these photos on 
Facebook and other social media.

Gloria Fowler Mayne
Gloria Fowler Mayne was born in Atmore, Alabama on July 2, 1936, but had lived most of her 

adult life in Pensacola, Florida where she passed away at the age of 81 on December 12, 2017. She 
was a member of Union Hill Baptist Church. She was a godly woman that loved life. Gloria was a 
member of West Florida Genealogical Society and the American Legion. She loved spending time 
with her family and grandchildren. She also loved working on her genealogy projects and gar-
dening. She had a green thumb when it came to growing her flowers. Gloria had a great sense of 
humor and loved to joke around with everyone.

She is preceded in death by her husband of 43 years, Lewis John Mayne, Sr.; father, Lawrence 
Jasper Fowler; mother, Ruby Mae Baker Fowler; and sister, Penny Fowler.

Gloria is survived by her daughter and son-in-law, Gayle and Clifton Boothe of Pensacola, 
Florida; son and daughter-in-law, John and Donna Mayne of Cantonment, Florida; four grand-
children, Amanda and Curtis Suggs of DeFuniak Springs, Florida, Brian and Kelly Boothe 
of Manvel, Texas, Brandon and Haley Mayne of Pace, Florida and Ashton Mayne of Mobile, 
Alabama; two great-grandchildren, Addison Boothe of Manuel, Texas and Benjamin Mayne 
of Pace, Florida; three brothers, Willie Fowler of Atmore, Alabama, Cecil and Mona Fowler of 
Pensacola, Florida and Jack and Faye Fowler of Barrineau Park, Florida; two sisters, Jene Hatcher 
of Molino, Florida and Tina and Wayne Butts of Saint James, Missouri; and many other nieces, 
nephews, and friends.
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Submitted by Charlotte Schipman

Introduction: My name is Swinson Schipman. I’m a native of Pensacola, Florida, as was my 
mother Mabel McLean Schipman. My father Henry Swinson Schipman was born in Lakeland, 
Florida, raised in the Tampa area, and, after a career in the Navy, retired in Pensacola. We lived in 
the East Hill area of Pensacola, spent several years during World War II in Corpus Christi, Texas, 
then moved back home to Pensacola. At the end of my second-grade year, we moved to the tiny 
country town of Barth, Florida, where my dad took up small-time farming. He had hunted and 
fished all his life, and he enjoyed teaching me how to do those things, too. I was given consider-
able freedom to roam the woods and waters. My dad’s only rule was that I had to hunt alone—he 
believed that hunting accidents occur only when two or more are present. We fished Escambia 
River and Pine Barren Creek with bream poles and bass-casting tackle.

My cousin Robert Turner lived in Washington, D.C. His mother and my mother were sisters, 
born one year apart, two in a family of 10 children. Robert’s family would spend several weeks in 
Pensacola every summer, and the two of us spent many hours together. Robert was a year younger 
than I, and, though he loved the out of doors, the only experience he had in it came during the 
time he spent here in the summertime. Following is one of my favorite stories involving fishing 
and Robert.

Garfish—First Encounter

About the time I was 10 years old, I read a magazine article about catching long-nosed garfish 
using a thin wire loop with a bait tied to the bottom of the loop. When the garfish bit, you would 
jerk the loop tight around his tooth-laden bill and fight him as though he was caught on a fish 
hook. After some experimentation, I became fairly proficient at it. Gars have a long bill full of 
teeth and are almost impossible to catch on a hook.

These were fairly large fish—five to fifteen pounds—and they put up quite a battle. On a good 
day, we would catch five or ten. They were trash fish with very thick scales. If you buried the fish 
and dug them up later, the scales could be used to make ornaments or sold for commercial use.

This particular summer, Robert and I set out to catch garfish. We would swim across Pine 
Barren Creek and walk down the opposite bank to where the creek met Morgan Cut-off. We 
would then drift minnows attached to the bottom of a wire loop downstream and, where the two 
streams met, out into the center of the stream.

One day we had a new visitor—a large alligator gar had taken up residence in the area. He was 
about six feet long and probably weighed around 75 pounds. Gars have a habit of jumping and 
flipping in the air. The splash is impressive!

The first time the giant breached, Robert’s reaction was to remind me that we had to swim 
back across the creek, and this fish could be dangerous. My reaction was to try to catch the fish!! 
After all, we were armed with my Benjamin pellet shooter!

Garfish
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I fashioned a large loop, baited it with a shiner minnow and drifted it out from the bank. It 
didn’t take long. Something picked up the bait and started downstream. I sat back on the loop and 
the battle was on! I had some experience, having fought some large cobia, and was able, eventual-
ly to get the fish headed our way. As it got near the bank, I instructed Robert to shoot it in the eye 
when it surfaced. The water was muddy, chocolate brown, with about six-inch visibility. Therefore, 
the fish appeared on the surface all at once—six feet long, eight inches wide, with a head that 
looked like an alligator. Robert was standing at the water’s edge, about six feet from where it ap-
peared. He startled, jumped back, and fired the pellet shooter—all at the same time!! The pellet 
struck the fish in the back, he reared upward, swapped ends, and crashed back into the water with 
a tremendous splash. The impact broke the line.

My heart was pounding. I didn’t move for a minute. When I looked back, Robert was 30 feet 
up the bank, looking at me from behind a tree! It took some time for both of us to recover. We 
didn’t say much as we gathered our tackle and walked to the spot where we had to swim back 
across the creek. Even though the creek was only 50 feet wide, with clear water and a sand bot-
tom, we knew that prehistoric sea monster was still out there. Somehow, we summoned our 
courage and plunged in. I held the pellet shooter over my head with one hand, swimming on my 
back and kicking with both feet. Robert carried the fishing gear. That was the fastest swim we ever 
made! Boy, did we have a tale to tell when we got to the house.

Garfish—Second Encounter

Fast-forward three years: In the early 1950s, we learned a new tactic for catching the alligator 
gar. It started when Albert Avery Jacobi, a family friend who lived in nearby Molino, decided to 
try to catch one of these huge prehistoric-looking fish on a hook and line. Al was a true Southern 
outdoor sportsman. He was young, college educated and had enough means to finance his hunt-
ing and fishing experiments. His efforts were rewarded when he took a gar on saltwater tackle, 
using cut fresh fish for bait.

My dad had some experience with saltwater fishing. He had a split bamboo tarpon rod and a 
Pflueger Capitol reel loaded with Cuddyhunk 80-pound test line. Just what I needed to get start-
ed! We paid Al a visit; he explained his technique, and I was ready to go.

My mother was apprehensive about the whole project. I was only 12 or 13 years old, when one 
afternoon after school, she accompanied me on my first gar fishing trip.

Mom was not new to the outdoors, having spent many days, while growing up, on the 
Escambia River. She would frequently paddle the boat while my dad cast for bass.

I tied the boat to a deadhead log that stuck up in a likely spot on Pine Barren Creek. My bait 
was fresh bream heads from fish we had cleaned previously. I would cast the baited treble hook 
crosscurrent and let it drift back in the current. Bites came soon, but they were from smaller fish 
gars. (These longnose gars were common in the area and often took the minnows fished by crap-
pie fishermen.)

Then I got a different kind of bite! Something picked up the bait and turned downstream, 
obviously moving at a more deliberate rate that showed signs of weight and power. I let it run 20 
or 30 feet, threw the reel in gear, and struck with the rod.
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At first I thought I was snagged—dead weight—then a powerful yank on the rod let me know 
it was a huge fish! The fish stripped line from the reel, then headed for the surface. Its whole body 
cleared the water. Seventy-five pounds, six feet long, it crashed back like a falling log. To say it was 
exciting would be an understatement. I was trembling with excitement and fear. The fight went on 
for several minutes. I would work the fish close to the boat, only to have it strip line on another 
run.

Eventually I gained the advantage, and the run became shorter. I worked the fish close to the 
boat. I was standing midship, and Mother was near the stern with her .22 rifle ready. My plan was 
to hold the fish on the surface and have Mom shoot it behind the head (just as Al had instructed). 
But I had forgotten to tell Mom!

When the fish surfaced, Mom let him have it—right in the middle of the back! With a huge 
splash, the fish stripped line as he tore off down the creek. First, I thought we had lost him, but he 
stopped, and I was able to work him back to the boat. This time, Mom knew what to do. A well-
placed shot behind the head dispatched the fish, and we were able to gaff him under the gills and 
drag him into the boat. I sat down, trembling all over.

After a while, Mom spoke. I’ll always remember what she said: “You’re doing just what your 
Dad did when he caught a big bass.” We didn’t say much as I untied the boat and we headed 
home. The fish later measured exactly six feet and weighed 76 1/2 pounds on the scales at Joe 
Scherer’s scales at Molino crossroads.

Not Just Another Alligator Gar!

By the summer of 1953, I had become efficient at catching alligator gars—so much so that 
there were almost none left in my stretch of the Escambia River and Pine Barren Creek. Then my 
fishing took an unexpected turn.

The state of Florida was preparing a documented book, listing the fresh water fish found in 
Florida waters. It was ready to go to press when the writers realized they had no documented evi-
dence of the alligator garfish in Florida. A call went out to all Fish and Wildlife division workers 
to locate an alligator gar.

The Pensacola Anglers and Hunters Club held a “Rough Fish Rodeo” each year to encourage 
removal of unwanted fish from our streams. Over the past three years, I had won eight of the nine 
top category awards. I was known by the local game warden, Bill Lee, and also by the regional 
Fish and Wildlife Commission. They were scrambling to locate a specimen to prove this fish’s 
presence in Florida waters.

I received several calls and went to work trying to locate another garfish. These fish are very 
territorial, usually inhabiting one bend of a stream. They cruise slowly up and down this stretch of 
the stream, occasionally rising slowly to the surface to catch a breath of air. (They have primitive 
lungs.) When they do, they make a sucking sound, very soft but easy to identify.

After a day or two, I found one of them in a deep bend of Pine Barren Creek, just below 
Morgan Cut-off.
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The catch was not unusual. I tied up to a willow tree near the deepest part of the creek bend, 
cast my bream head bait out to an area where I had seen him surface and waited. It didn’t take 
long. Something picked up the bait, ran a few yards downstream, and stopped. A series of slight 
jerks on the line told me he was eating the bait. It then took off downstream, peeling line off my 
heavy salt-water reel, which was in free spool. I threw the reel in gear and sat back on the heavy 
rod. The great fish stripped line against the heavy drag, came up and cleared the surface. He 
shook his whole body while in the air and crashed back down with a huge splash! It took twenty 
or thirty minutes and several more jumps before I got him to the boat.

Now came the next challenge—getting him into the 
boat. These fish have a head that looks like an alligator 
and teeth to match. You don’t boat one until you are sure 
he is dead! The trick is to position him on the surface so 
you can shoot him with a .22 at the point where the back 
of his skull meets his body. Done properly, this will break 
his spine. After several trips around the stern of the boat, 
I was able to administer the coup de grâce. I dragged him 
into the boat and headed home.

I received quite a bit of attention during the next few 
weeks. I met some of the FWC top brass, who came to 
Pensacola to pick up the fish, and to thank me for my 
contribution to their book. The Pensacola News Journal 
and The Florida Times-Union newspapers carried stories 
about the catch. I also was interviewed by the Florida 
Wildlife magazine for an article entitled “Fresh-water 
Shark,” by Jack Grant, that appeared in the August 1953 
issue. While most of the stories were fairly accurate, all of them erred in reporting my age and 
the length of the fish—the newspaper stories said I was 17, the Florida Wildlife article stated that 
I was 16. They both said that the fish was five feet three inches long. In reality, I was only 14 years 
old! And the fish was six feet long. Perhaps they looked at the photograph of me with the fish and 
found it hard to believe that both of us were six feet tall—but we were!

—Editor’s Note: This article is related to an article published in the 2016 West Florida 
Footprints titled “Freshwater Shark” (p. 41). That article is referenced in this article.

Swinson Schipman with alligator garfish
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by Susan Rawls, Daughter
Submitted by Bonnie Griffis Lewis

William A. Spear was born on May 7, 1926 in Bainbridge, Georgia, 
to Annie Christine Lunday Spear and Amos Allen Spear. He was the 
oldest of three children. When he was six years old, his mother tragi-
cally died of an infection in her leg. This was in the days before penicil-
lin. The family settled in Pensacola when Bill was still a young boy. He 
grew up on a farm near Saufley Field and liked to talk with the sailors 
stationed there. As he grew older, he could not wait to leave the farm 
and be like those sailors. During World War II, he got his father to sign 
papers so that he could join the Navy at 17 years old.

After boot camp in Camp Perry, Virginia, Bill was assigned to the 
USS Pittsburgh. He left the Boston Navy Yard on the USS Pittsburgh 
and sailed through the Panama Canal to participate in the invasion of 
Iwo Jima. The ship was next involved in the battle of Okinawa. The USS Pittsburgh was part of 
Admiral Halsey’s fleet when they went through a typhoon near Okinawa. The USS Pittsburgh 
lost its bow, but was able to motor back to the Puget Sound Navy Yard in Washington for repairs. 
While there, World War II ended, and Bill was assigned to the USS Rockwell to transport troops 
home to the United States from the Philippines. While on board the USS Rockwell, Bill acciden-
tally fell overboard while the ship was at dock. He struggled in the water for a short while, until an 
officer yelled for the men to throw him a life preserver. Bill said that it was a scary few moments 
until they hauled him back aboard.

When Bill’s duty on board the USS 
Rockwell ended, he applied to aviation 
school and became an aviation mechanic. 
He was assigned to the USS Coral Sea, 
an aircraft carrier, which patrolled the 
Mediterranean Sea. He was then assigned 
to the USS Independence (another car-
rier) and did six Mediterranean cruises at 
six months each. Bill spent a lot of time 
at sea. He served during the Korean War 
and the beginning of the Vietnam War. 
Bill retired as a Chief Petty Officer from 
the Navy after serving for 20 years.

Bill was always a true Florida boy. 
He spent most of his career stationed 

William A. Spear

William A. Spear

Pictured left to right: Bill’s daughter Susan, daughter 
Christina, Bill, son David, and son Scott
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in Pensacola or Jacksonville. When his ships were home ported in Oceana, Virginia, his family 
stayed in Pensacola. He married in 1949 and had five children. His middle son passed away in 
2014, and the other children live outside Pensacola.

After Bill’s Navy retirement, he went to school on the GI Bill and studied construction. He re-
ceived his general contractor’s license and has had it ever since. When the Vietnam War escalated, 
he went there as a civilian contractor to work on helicopters for Lear-Siglar Industries. He was in 
Vietnam for two years.

After Bill’s stint in Vietnam, he returned to Pensacola and built homes and businesses all over 
Pensacola and the Southeast. He loves working with wood and building things. He always enjoyed 
hunting and fishing and just being outdoors. Bill was always busy constructing something; he was 
never idle.

In 1987, Bill was stricken with Guillain-Barré 
Syndrome after having a flu shot. His entire body 
was paralyzed, and he was in the hospital or a 
rehabilitation facility for over a year. He had to 
learn to walk again, feed himself, and do other 
personal functions for himself. It was a long 
struggle, but Bill persevered and walked again 
with the aid of braces. His rehabilitation went 
on for years on an out-patient basis. Bill’s fin-
gers never straightened up after the bout with 
Guillain-Barré, but he still continued to work 
with his hands and work outside. He always had 
a garden that he planted and maintained himself 
(with help from his sister and brother-in-law in 
picking the abundant vegetables).

Bill lived alone until nearly 90 years old. He had a sawmill at his home and was still running 
it in September 2015. He made beautiful lumber from oak tree trunks and still has many of them 
that can be used to make a beautiful home or furniture. During his life he has made furniture 
from scratch and designed many laborsaving items to make his work easier. This helped him in 
later years as he needed to design and install devices to help him as his health worsened. He likes 
to stay busy and enjoys making things. His mind is always working—thinking of better ways to 
accomplish a task. Bill is enjoying his stay at Sabal House and interacting with the staff and other 
residents.

—Published in the Sabal House Newsletter, April 2017, Porschia Smith, Editor

Bill Spear (checkered shirt holding chainsaw)
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Transcribed by Denise Mowery

Even the most doubtful and cynical cannot be but glad of the marriage which brought Isabelle 
Brosnaham, now Mrs. Walker Ingraham, to Pensacola. Mrs. Ingraham has been one of the most 
constructively active of Pensacola’s women ever since her coming.

She was born in Molino and spent her childhood there, in California, and back again to Gull 
Point. She lived at Gull Point, then an orange grove owned by her father, until her marriage, and 
then came to Pensacola.

She began her public activities in the Christ Church guild, 
serving as president, and then as organizer of the junior 
Daughters of the King. A little later she became active in Y.M.C.A. 
work directing a girl’s auxiliary corps of some thirty members, an 
organization whose influence was distinctly beneficial to the early 
“Y” organization.

When suffrage work began in Pensacola, she was right on the 
job. Needless to say, she has been so ever since. In the suffrage 
league she served as vice-president and, later, as president, plan-
ning and carrying through, one after another, fund raising and 
advertising propositions with conspicuous success.

Then came the war. Of course that meant business to a wom-
an of her disposition and natural ability. In the war camp com-
munity service, she served as vice-chairman and chairman, and 
now holds the latter position in the community service recently 
organized here.

The period during which service men were thronging in and 
out of Pensacola in thousands, found her home open to whole parties of the homeless ones every 
Wednesday evening, helping them to keep in touch with the fireside and to feel the home atmo-
sphere that they must otherwise have lost.

Mrs. Ingraham has three children, “grown-ups” though they be—Marguerite, Henry, and 
Isabelle, and theirs, too, is the most gracious hospitality that mortal man may be made to feel.

—The Pensacola Journal, January 2, 1920, p. 7

Pensacola Folks

Mrs. Walker Ingraham
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Denise Mowery

On February 4, 2017, during the monthly meeting of the West Florida Genealogical Society, 
Florida Pioneer Descendents Certificate was awarded to Society member Ann Alverson by Pat 
Giordano, Florida State Genealogical Society 
Florida Pioneer Application Reviewer. 

The pioneers for whom she received a Florida 
Pioneer Descendant Certificate were: Mariana 
Bonifay, Emmanuel (Manuel) Bonifay, Genovella 
Teresa Yniestra, Felix Manuel Bonifay, Maria Del 
Rosario Palmes, Francis Caimir Bonifay, and 
Sarah Eliza Davis.

Florida Pioneer Descendents Certificate
Presentation to Ann Alverson

Ann Alverson and Pat Giordano

David Alverson, Ann Alverson, 
and Pat Giordano
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Left to right: Jennifer Jackson, Pat Jackson, Ann Bonifay, LeRoy Bonifay,
Ann Alverson, Beverly Bonifay Pica, David Alverson, and Lisa Alverson
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Virginia Shelby

The University of West Florida Department of History, College of Arts, Social Sciences, and 
Humanities started an eight-week summer course led by Dr. Jamin Wells, on the study of local 
history. The course was focused on local maritime history through eleven individuals who were 
interred in our own St. Michael’s Cemetery. There were eleven students, both graduate and un-
dergraduate, who spent the summer researching these projects and then presenting them to the 
community at the Voices of Pensacola Multicultural Center in downtown Pensacola, August 10, 
2017, with the title of the presentation being “St. Michael’s and the Sea: Searching for Pensacola’s 
Maritime Past.”

The summer started off with the students and Dr. Wells visiting local libraries, including 
our own West Florida Genealogy Library, as well as the UWF Archives department with Dr. 
Dean DeBolt. They also visited the Hilton-Green Research Room at the Voices of Pensacola 
Multicultural Center to do research on downtown Pensacola and surrounding areas of inter-
est. The students listened to and then asked questions of a paneled discussion, including Dr. 
Betty Allen, columnist of the Gulf Breeze section of the Pensacola News Journal and president 
of the Gulf Breeze Historical Society; Deborah Dunlap, author of several historical Pensacola 
photo books; Cynthia Cantellier, graduate student of UWF and author of grants for placing 
several Pensacola landmarks on the National Historical Register; and me as the genealogist 
representative.

Participating in the panel discussion was such a rare honor for me and, I think, the others. 
To have students take such an interest in local history and the people who wove that history was 
exciting. These eleven students took the people and their stories seriously and did a great job of 
researching these individuals. Each panelist took a few moments to talk about each of our spe-
cialties, and the one thing I chose to stress about genealogy was that it was more than just dates. 
These people had a story to tell, and I was so proud that each of these students not only provided 
the facts, but they did indeed tell the stories of the individuals they researched.

When asked how the students chose their individual, Dr. Wells stated it was a matter of 
choosing the individuals out of a hat. Apparently, both he and Catherine Eddins, Director of St. 
Michael’s Cemetery, chose individuals who had a connection with past maritime history who 
were buried in St. Michael’s Cemetery.

St. Michael’s Cemetery has a wide variety of individuals buried in the cemetery from all parts 
of Pensacola history, from the Spanish settlers to the current residents, who have the privilege 
of being interred there today. St. Michael’s is believed to be one of the two oldest cemeteries in 
the state of Florida. It is believed to have been used as a burial ground as early as the mid to late 
1700s, but the earliest marked grave is from 1812 during the second occupation of the Spanish.

Local UWF Students Taking an Interest in Pensacola History
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The students were assigned the following interred individuals of St. Michael’s Cemetery on 
whom they were to do their research:

Louis Maestré (circa 1778–1829)
Samuel Ragland Overton (unknown–1827)
Mary Jane Axtell (circa 1810–1849)
Josè Alessandrà who changed his name to Thomas Robinson (1805–1881)
Stephen and Angela Mallory (1812–1873)
Dario Giuseppe Piaggio (unknown to 1896)
Mrs. Emma Hulse Taylor (1842–1924)
Gaitano Giardina (circa 1850–1905)
Abraham and Fannie Daniels (1858–1944)
Captain John Stokes (1859–1933)
John Larsen (1878–1954)

Mr. Dominick Limle, an undergraduate student at UWF and a senior history major, re-
searched Louis Maestré and told his story of how he was a Spaniard, American, Family Man, and 
Entrepreneur. Dominick told the story of how Louis was born in Valencia, Spain around 1778 
and came into New Orleans port around 1810. He had a lifelong partner, Ana. No records have 
been found of their marriage, but they lived together all their adult lives. In 1804, Louis purchased 
two pieces of property in downtown Spanish Pensacola. One was to build a market, and the other 
was for himself and Ana and their two daughters. Maestré moved to Pensacola between 1810 and 
1816 and became active in local business and politics. Mr. Limle’s research told a very good story 
of this Spanish family and their contribution to Pensacola History.

The second presentation was on Samuel Ragland Overton, and it was told by Ms. Erin 
McCarthy, an undergraduate student in history at UWF. Her presentation was titled, “The Life 
of Samuel R. Overton.” She told that he was born in Louisa County, Virginia, but no date could 
be determined for his birth. He fought in the War of 1812 with his two brothers in a Kentucky 
Regiment. He was a land commissioner nominated by the President of the United States for the 
Florida Territory. Mr. Samuel Ragland Overton died of yellow fever in Pensacola in 1827. Erin 
was passionate about her assigned story and brought in how devastating yellow fever epidemics 
were in the early part of Pensacola history, before they knew it was caused by the bite of mosqui-
toes and knew how to treat the fever.

The next presentation was on Mary Jane Axtell and was given by Ms. Jordan Wells (no known 
relation to Dr. Jamin Wells). Ms. Wells is a senior history major at UWF and told a passionate 
story of Mary Jane Axtell, who actually never lived in Pensacola but has the honor of being buried 
at St. Michael’s Cemetery. Mary Jane Axtell was a pioneer of women’s education and founded 
several female educational institutes offering education for females from orthography and reading 
to history and art classes. Mary struggled with tuberculosis, known as consumption at that time, 
before leaving her residence in Indianapolis, Indiana and traveling to New Orleans and boarding 
the ship Henry Clay in New Orleans, Louisiana, headed for Tampa, Florida to live with her broth-
er in a warmer climate. Unfortunately, Mary Jane Axtell died aboard the ship, and the crew of the 
ship came into the nearest port, Pensacola, Florida. The local Presbyterian Church conducted the 
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funeral, and she was buried in St. Michael’s Cemetery. What a telling story this was of the out-
pouring of the Pensacola community for someone who was not even one of their own.

The next presentation was by Elayne Hinsch on “The Robinson: a History Carved in Stone.” 
Elayne is currently in the master’s program of Public History at UWF and is also an archaeolo-
gist with the UWF team. Elayne told the story of Thomas Robinson, whose real name was Josè 
Alessandrà, born in Portugal around 1805 and, according to family lore, in 1820 sailed on a whal-
ing ship to the U.S., where on the voyage the captain renamed Josè, Thomas Robinson. Thomas 
kept the name for the rest of his life. Elayne discovered in her research that Thomas married a 
lady named Rebecca in the early 1830s and purchased a home on Intendencia Street in Pensacola 
and raised ten children in the house. Thomas was involved in mariner work well into, possibly, 
his 60s, which was a long time for such hard work. Mr. Robinson passed away at the age of 76 in 
1886, and both he and his wife were interred in St. Michael’s cemetery.

Zachary Laczko, a graduate student of UWF Master’s Program in history, presented a won-
derful love story entitled “Stephen and Angela: A Love that Saved Our City.” Zackary told of how 
Stephen Mallory fell in love at first site with our own Angela Moreno, daughter of Francesco 
Moreno of a noted early family of Pensacola. Zackary told the story of how Angela first refused 
his proposal of marriage but, later, relented and married him. Stephen went on to serve as United 
States Senator from Florida and Confederate War Cabinet Member as Secretary of the Navy. 
Stephen Mallory was captured during the war but when released returned to Pensacola and prac-
ticed law until his death in 1873. Because of his love for Angela and her ties to Pensacola, we have 
such lovely history of our area.

Cathy Dewey was assigned the next person, and she titled her presentation “A Lone Grave: 
The Life and Times of Dario Gluseppie Piaggio.” She was, unfortunately, unable to present her 
paper but, hopefully, we will get more on her presentation at a later date.

The next presentation was titled “Mrs. Emma Hulse Taylor” and was given by Ginger Myers, a 
graduate student at UWF in Public History. Ginger gave a moving presentation about Mrs. Emma 
Hulse Taylor, who was the daughter of a prominent and wealthy surgeon near the Naval Hospital. 
Her father believed in education for both males and females. Emma married Lewis B. Taylor on 
June 21, 1865, probably in Montgomery because Emma’s mother fled there during the Civil War. 
After the Civil War, Emma wrote many letters to lawyers and government officials concerning 
property that was left to her and her cousins and would sign her letters E. H. Taylor to disguise 
the fact she was a woman writing for property to be returned to her. Later, Emma wrote articles 
on the history of Pensacola for the Pensacola Journal, a local newspaper. Emma died April 5, 1924, 
almost forty years after her husband.

Caleb Pasco gave a presentation titled “The Tale of an Immigrant: Gaitano Giardina.” Caleb is 
a senior at UWF in the history program. Mr. Giardina was born between 1850 and 1860 in Sicily. 
He immigrated to the United States through the port of New Orleans around 1870, after the Civil 
War had ended. Giardina moved to Pensacola sometime before 1885 and worked as a lumber 
loader in Pensacola Bay. He started up his own business as a confectionary in 1885, before start-
ing up a fruit stand on the Pensacola docks around 1888. Mr. Pasco told us that Mr. Giardina died 
of typhoid fever, September 19, 1905.
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The presentation, “Stranger than Fiction, the Life of Abraham and Fannie Daniels,” was to be 
presented by Dylan White, who is, also, an undergraduate at UWF. Mr. White was unable to be at 
the August 10 program, but we hope to hear his story at a later time.

Mr. James New, an undergraduate student of history at UWF, presented the paper, “Captain 
John Stokes: An Irish Immigrant and the American Dream.” Mr. New told us of Mr. Stokes’ 
humble beginnings in Apalachicola, Florida, as the son of Irish immigrants Thomas and Johanna 
Stokes who came from southern Ireland. James told us that the 1860 U.S. Federal Census listed 
his occupation as a “lighterman,” who would operate barges that moved materials from ships to 
shore. The Stokes family moved to Pensacola during the Civil War. John worked as a boatman 
when his father died in 1876. John Stokes ascended to the rank of Captain before his death in 
1933.

The final presentation was given by Cassie Brown, a third-year graduate student at UWF in 
Public History. She has worked as an archaeologist at Arcadia Mills and is doing a fellowship 
there working on the kitchen, cataloging items this coming year. Her presentation was titled, 
“Sturgeon John” and told the story of John Larsen (1878–1954). John Larsen was known as 
Sturgeon John as he worked in the red snapper industry as a fisherman and captain for almost 
fifty years. John was born in Norway around 1878 and immigrated to the United States just as 
Pensacola’s red snapper industry took off. He worked for E. E. Saunders and Company and would 
tie his schooner up to the dock. Fishing was hard work, but John persevered through the good 
times when Pensacola was the Red Snapper capital of the world, until it declined and they were 
forced to fish off Mexico to catch the wonderful red fish. The problem, as Cassie told, was that 
this was before refrigeration, so the fish would die before they could be brought back to Pensacola 
port to sell. However, with the invention of refrigeration, fishing could resume.

Each of these students told wonderful stories about their people. They did what every good 
genealogist should do—that is, remember that our family is more than just facts on a page. They 
were real people, and these people—all of them—have a story to tell. I applaud these wonderful 
students on remembering that fact. We could take our lessons from them and, also, use them as 
examples of how to teach history to our children today.
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Dylan White
(University of West Florida)

Lord George Gordon Byron once wrote that “…truth is always strange; stranger than fic-
tion.”1 Nowhere is Byron’s point more evident than in the story of Abraham and Fannie A. Steele 
Daniels.2 Abraham and Fannie Daniels are interred at St. Michael’s Cemetery in Pensacola, 
Florida. They share a family plot and a joint tombstone, which is characterized by an engraved 
star of David—a symbol most commonly associated with Judaism.3 The engraving, alongside the 
Semitic origins of the Daniels family name, compels researchers and visitors of the site to ques-
tion Abraham’s lineage, faith, and his placement in a predominately Catholic cemetery.4 Aside 
from the ambiguity of Abraham’s ethnic and religious affiliation, various other curiosities sur-
round the Daniels’ family plot, from the identity of the unmarked third grave to the family’s life 
and contribution to Pensacola’s development. The revelation of these mysteries uncovers a legacy 
of religious tolerance, devout pursuit of economic opportunity, and resilience amidst tragedy.

Abraham Daniels and Fannie Ada Steele were from completely different walks of life. Abe 
was born in New York City to Julius and Carolina Daniels, a German immigrant family, on 
September 1, 1858.5 He was the oldest, and had two brothers, Harry and Henry, and five sisters, 
Rebecca, Adeline, Sarah, Fanny, and Minnie.6 By the time Abe turned 22 years old, he was work-
ing at a cigar factory in New York City. However, Daniels moved to Pensacola, Florida around 
1884. Twenty-five years later, S. J. Gonzalez summarized the appeal of late nineteenth-century 
Pensacola: “with the arms of commerce reaching towards Panama, and the deep-water bay of 
Pensacola furnishing unrivalled facilities for trade, there is no telling where the future leaps may 
land our town in the scale of prosperous cities.”7 Succumbing to the allure of prosperity amidst 
the expanding “arms of commerce,” Abe moved to Pensacola in pursuit of economic opportunity.

The Steele family probably moved to Pensacola for similar reasons. Fannie immigrated to the 
United States in 1870 from Great Britain with her mother and two sisters, Alice and S. J.8 She was 
born in Devonshire, England, on April 30, 1864, to English Episcopalian parents, Thomas and 
Charlotte Elizabeth Steele.9 Though the Episcopalian denomination identifies as both Protestant 
and Catholic, Fannie’s later self-identification as Catholic, as well as her future children’s adher-
ence to Catholicism, seems to indicate that the Steele family leaned more towards Catholic influ-
ence.10 Catholics were an “unpopular minority” in nineteenth-century England.11 Lacking proper 
political representation, they were forced to make the decision to either continue “their way in 
England, where they could not stand as Catholics,” or engage in the pursuit of an overseas alterna-
tive.12 In this cultural climate, the Catholic-sympathizing Steele family may have made the trans-
atlantic journey as much for religious, social, and political freedom, as for economic opportunity.

Upon moving to Pensacola, Abe Daniels and Fannie Steele discovered each other, fell in 
love, and interlocked their destinies. Their marriage provides a window into the remarkable 
degree of religious tolerance in late nineteenth-century Pensacola. On February 20, 1884, Abe 
married Fannie at St. Michael’s Catholic Church, officiated by Catholic Priest J. B. Baasen.13 

Stranger than Fiction: The Life of Abraham and Fannie Daniels
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Abraham identified himself as Protestant Christian in the St. Michael’s marriage record, op-
posite his Catholic bride.14 Interfaith marriage was not uncommon at St. Michael’s. Two such 
unions took place within three months of Abe and Fannie’s marriage; one almost three months 
before the Daniels’ wedding, the other proceeding it by nearly two months. The high frequency of 
Protestant-Catholic marriages suggests that these unions were fairly common in early Pensacola.

Pursuit of economic opportunity among immigrants was also indicative of the period. 
According to Gordon W. Kirk and Carolyn Tyirin Kirk, economic “opportunity…in the nine-
teenth century was greatest…outside the Northeast and in those communities [that were] experi-
encing greater structural change, growing more rapidly, and including in their populations higher 
percentages of foreign born,” an accurate description of Progressive-Era Pensacola.15 The imple-
mentation of the Louisville and Nashville (L&N) Railroad, which connected Pensacola to the con-
tinental interior, the thriving lumber and fishing industries, and the large influx of foreign-born 
workers “helped the city experience increased economic activity and participate in the worldwide 
industrial boom.”16 Between 1900 and 1945, “Pensacola evolved from a provincial city [with a 
population of] 17,747…to a metropolitan city of 80,000.”17

However, the instability of the early twentieth-century economy in Pensacola resulted in sev-
eral occupational changes for the expanding Daniels family. Abe and Fannie’s first child, Minnie, 
was born 10 months after their marriage. They would have four more over the next decade: Julius 
(b. July 16, 1886), Lawrence (b. Jan. 1889), Josephine (b. Nov. 25, 1891), and Rosalind (b. June 
1894).18 To provide for his growing family, Abe secured a salesman position at Jacoby Grocery Co. 
in 1900.19 Eight years later, on August 4, 1908, Abe became “secretary protem” for the Volunteer 
Veteran Firemen’s Association.20 The main purpose of the fraternal organization was to create a 
“closer identification with one another’s interests…and the administering of relief when needed 
by any one of its members.”21 The same year that Abe joined the association, he also decided to 
leave the Jacoby Grocery Co. to work as a shipping clerk for the Welles-Khan Co., possibly for 
increased wages.22 After spending four years with Welles-Khan, Abe was hired by the McHugh 
Grocery Co. as secretary for the firm’s general manager, James McHugh.23 McHugh was also on 
the committee for the Volunteer Veteran Firemen’s Association and likely shared the fraternal 
organization’s core beliefs.24 To “administer relief ” to a fellow member, McHugh likely hired Abe 
to provide much-needed employment, utilizing the secretarial skills Daniels presented at the asso-
ciation. These connections reveal the importance of social networking in the pursuit of economic 
opportunity in early twentieth-century Pensacola.

Throughout the following decades, Abe pursued a variety of increasingly prestigious occupa-
tions and organizational positions. In 1919, he left the McHugh Grocery Co. and went to work 
as a shipping clerk for the Pensacola and Atlantic Railroad, a subsidiary of the Louisville and 
Nashville Railroad.25 In the same year, he also assumed position as president of the Brotherhood 
of Railway Clerks, a “predominately white-collar trade union” that began in 1899.26 Affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor, the Brotherhood of Railway Clerks disputed unfair wages 
and advocated for worker’s rights.27 As president of the Pensacola branch of the Brotherhood, 
Abe shared in both the efforts and successes “in maintaining basic rates of pay, with tempo-
rary reductions, during the 1929 depression.”28 Interestingly, the building that accommodated 
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the Brotherhood’s meetings in Pensacola was owned by the Knights of Pythias, a working-class 
secret society in which Abe was heavily involved. Though Abe was not officially a member of 
the fraternal order, he was esteemed and appreciated for the tremendous amount of attention he 
had shown regarding “the management of finances of [the] hall trustees, and the interest of the 
order.”29

The Daniels’ children, like the family’s patriarch, were also excelling in their respective fields. 
Abe’s oldest daughter, Minnie, spent the 1910s in New York completing her musical education 
at the New York Conservatory of Music.30 His oldest son, Julius, married Clara De Rocheblave, 
operated his own insurance agency, and became an active “member and Director of the Pensacola 
Interstate Fair Association.”31 Lawrence married Nettie Lindsey and started several successful 
drug stores in Mobile, Alabama.32 Josephine married Swiss immigrant and Naval officer John J. 
Almer and became a housewife and mother. Unfortunately, little is known about the latter years 
of Abe’s youngest daughter, Rosalind. In any case, the dedicated and successful members of the 
Daniels’ family became both well known and widely respected.

Another unique aspect of the Daniels’ family was their endurance and resolve. On Saturday, 
June 14, 1919, Minnie Daniels, who was just 35 years old, tragically died of unrecorded reasons.33 
Her obituary confirms that the service and burial were conducted at St. Michael’s. It is reason-
able to conclude, therefore, that the unmarked third grave on the Daniels’ family plot is Minnie 
Daniels’ resting place. The entire Daniels’ family attended the service.34 Two years later, Fannie 
Ada Steele Daniels passed away from a lingering illness at Pensacola Hospital.35 During the last 
23 years of his life, Abraham Daniels never remarried. Almost five years later, Josephine’s hus-
band, John J. Almer, unexpectedly died.36 The exact cause of Almer’s death is unknown, but may 
have been connected to his occupation at the Naval Air Station.37 Josephine, who was now a single 
mother of Marion Joseph Almer (b. May 24, 1920), never remarried.38 Possibly out of custom, 
but probably out of familial duty, Josephine and Marion remained in Abraham’s house. By the 
late 1930s, the rest of Abraham’s children had either married or moved out, which may have 
driven Josephine’s decision to enter the workforce and financially support her father.39 As of 1940, 
Josephine was working in a sewing room for the Works Progress Administration (WPA), a prod-
uct of President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal Program.40 Upon completion of his high school 
education, Marion J. Almer was drafted by the U.S. Navy on July 1, 1941.41 Meanwhile, Josephine 
stayed behind to take care of her retired father until his death on February 23, 1944. The endur-
ance of the Daniels’ family despite the many painful circumstances they experienced also provides 
a glimpse into the importance of familial loyalty in early twentieth-century Pensacola.

Upon further examination, the Daniels family plot encompasses more than just a series of 
mysteries, but rather a set of principles. Their lives reveal the religious tolerance, the search for 
economic opportunity, and a family’s resilience that offer a broader understanding of Pensacola’s 
past. Their story is our story—of persevering through tragedy, of ceaselessly working for life, lib-
erty, and happiness—obscured under the seemingly simple and plain tombstones at the Daniels’ 
family plot.
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Captain John Stokes was born in Apalachicola, Florida, to Irish-born parents in 1859. Like his 
father, John took to the sea as a young man in Pensacola where he prospered, gaining the respect 
and economic security available to skilled mariners in a burgeoning maritime port. His grave in 
St. Michael’s Cemetery, ornately designed with iron wrought fences and gravestones decorated 
with maritime motifs, visibly demonstrates the economic and social status he achieved by the end 
of his life.

John Stokes’ parents, Thomas and Johanna, arrived from Dublin, Ireland, in the mid-
nineteenth century. Their first son, Patrick, was born in Florida in 1852. By 1860, the fam-
ily, which consisted of Thomas, Johanna, Patrick, and their newest edition, John, had settled 
in Apalachicola. Loosely translated from the Apalachicola Creek as the “Land of the Friendly 
People,” Apalachicola linked the 112-mile Apalachicola River to Apalachicola Bay and the Gulf of 
Mexico. The main local export were oysters, but steamboats transported goods up and down the 
river and to cities around the Gulf, including Pensacola, Florida and Mobile, Alabama.1 Thomas 
worked in the port as a lighterman, operating flat-bottom barges to transport goods and materi-
als between ships and the shore.2 At the time, most lighters in Apalachicola transferred lumber 
that arrived, down the river to larger vessels in Apalachicola Bay headed to Mexico and Europe. 
Lumber was big business in this port town, growing six-fold over the course of the nineteenth 
century.3

John Stokes was born in Apalachicola in 1859, shortly before the family moved to Pensacola, 
where his father deserted from the Marine Corps in 1865. Thomas never faced prosecution, 
and by 1870 he had returned to his career as a boatman. The Stokes family prospered. Their 
estate was valued in the 1870 Federal Census at $3000, which would be around $81,000 today 
(2017).4 Thomas Stokes died in 1876, when John was just 16 years old. John continued to live 
with his mother, Johanna, for years after his father’s death. In 1880, they rented a house on 300 
E. Government Street and had a lodger living with them to help make ends meet. John contin-
ued in his father’s steps and worked as a boatman.5 Johanna remained a nurse. They lived a fairly 
mundane life until, by one unconfirmed account, John’s mother was kidnapped at sea in 1883 and 
never heard from again.6

In 1885, John married Mary Conlin at St. Michael’s Church.7 The couple prospered. Their first 
child, John, arrived in 1886, just one year into their marriage. Five more followed over the fol-
lowing 20 years. Another daughter, Kathleen, was born in 1903 but passed away in 1905 from an 
unknown “illness of some length.”8 In 1896, 304 E. Government Street, the so-called “McLellan 
House,” was deeded to Mary Stokes, wife of John Stokes.

As John’s oldest son was preparing to run for the legislature, his father became a sea captain. 
In July 1909, John Stokes was appointed master of the gasoline launch, a role which required him 

John Stokes: Right Time, Right Place, Right Skills
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to log and coordinate all refueling of the ships between Fort Pickens and Fort Barrancas.9 His 
maritime skills were in high demand in Pensacola’s booming maritime economy, and he pros-
pered, both professionally and economically, in the ensuing decades. The family began to employ 
a servant.10 By his 71st birthday, in 1930, his successes were evident in his beautiful home—the 
McLelland House, which was allegedly the first house in Pensacola to have a flushing toilet.11 
Today, it houses a small law office that overlooks Seville Square.

Despite his success in Pensacola, Captain Stokes never lost touch with his Irish heritage. 
When enumerators for the 1930 Federal Census asked him where his parents were born, he 
reported they were from the “Irish Free State,” instead of “Ireland,” as he had done for the previ-
ous fifty years. This minor change reflects Stokes’ identification with southern Ireland, which had 
been renamed the Irish Free State since the Anglo-Irish treaty of 1921.12

Sea Captain John Stokes was buried in the Stokes’ family plot in St. Michael’s Cemetery, 
in December 1933, just nine months after his wife Mary died. If one needs to find a historical 
Pensacola figure that not only had a great impact on Pensacola’s maritime community, but proved 
what it meant to “live the American dream,” they need look no further that Captain Stokes. His 
ornate marker and surrounding monuments were boldly embellished with anchors and beautiful 
engravings, an homage to his long, successful maritime career.
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Louis Maestré was born in the Province of Valencia, Spain, around 1785.1 By 1810, he was 
living in New Orleans, Louisiana, and heading a household of five that included a slave and three 
people who fell into the “All other persons except those not taxed” category in the city census. The 
three free, non-white people, were most likely Ana, Louis’ life-long partner, and the couple’s two 
daughters, Francesca and Maria. We do not, however, know the slave’s name or how they navi-
gated this diverse household.2

New Orleans apparently soured on Maestré after France sold the city and the vast Louisiana 
territory to the United States in 1803. Less than a year after the Louisiana purchase, Louis pur-
chased property on the north end of Plaza Ferdinand in Pensacola, the capital of Spanish West 
Florida. The Spanish Plat book for the city details Louis’ plan to build a market on the site.3 This 
prime location—almost on Pensacola’s early nineteenth-century waterfront—gave Maestré excel-
lent access to the docks where ships loaded and unloaded merchandise.4 He also purchased a sec-
ond plot to build a house.5 Louis Maestré, however, remained in New Orleans for some time. He 
is listed on the 1810 New Orleans census and never sold his New Orleans property, showing that 
he owned enough capital to purchase two plots in Pensacola and build a house and market with-
out having to sell his property or immediately move.6 At some point, the Spanish crown granted 
Maestré 640 acres of land in Santa Rosa county, though I have yet to find evidence of what, if any-
thing, he did with it.7 By 1816, Maestré was in Pensacola laying out the site for his market. Four 
years later, the market was up and running. Maestré entered a competitive industry in a port town 
with less than 1,000 permanent residents. The 1820 Spanish Census lists Louis as one of thirteen 
grocers and market owners in Pensacola.

Maestré, like many well-to-do early nineteenth-century Pensacolians, owned slaves. At the 
time of his death he owned seven slaves. Northwest Florida did not have the large plantations 
often associated with southern slavery. Slave owners like Maestré rented out their slaves to work 
for others, including on the docks and at the Naval Yard. Skilled slaves—like masons, pilots, and 
carpenters—typically earned substantial salaries for their owners. Unfortunately, these arrange-
ments were typically done as oral contracts, leaving little evidence of what actually happened.8 
The few documents that have surfaced about Maestré’s slaves offer fleeting glimpses on the work-
ings of slavery in early nineteenth-century Pensacola. In 1823, for example, Maestré sent Louisia, 
a slave, to New Orleans on the ship Thomas Shields. Louisia, as the shipping manifest notes, was 
thirty years old and stood just four feet and eight and a half inches.9 Louis’ will instructed his 
partner, Ana, to sell one of the family slaves immediately upon his death because she was, as he 
put it, “ill-tempered.”10 Ana apparently followed his directive; the year after his death she reported 
owning six slaves.11

Though Louis and Ana never married, she was his life partner. Louis’ final will and testament 
confirmed his strong feelings for Ana. Louis instructed his daughters to care for their mother after 

Spaniard, American, Entrepreneur: Louis Maestré
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his death. He willed his property to Ana, with provisions that his business would be cared for 
and Ana would receive living expenses. Only with Ana’s death would Louis’ property be divided 
between their daughters.12

Louis Maestré died in 1829 and was buried in St. Michael’s Cemetery. Maestré left behind 
more than the physical objects in his will. Maestré left a legacy that shows love can transcend race 
and that Pensacola has adopted diverse families for as long as the waves washed ashore. His grave 
marker is worn with age, broken, and no longer sits as a vault cover. But the memory of Louis 
Maestré will carry on in our knowledge of his life and his time in Pensacola.13
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Sailors, fishermen, and lumbermen turned Pensacola, Florida, into a thriving city in the 
late 1800s. Many records about them have been lost to history, but a walk through St. Michael’s 
Cemetery in downtown Pensacola introduces us to some of the working men and women who 
built this city. In the southeastern quadrant of St. Michael’s Cemetery lies the plot of a family of 
fishers, the Robinsons. It is the eternal resting place of Thomas Robinson; his wife, Rebecca; their 
infant son, John; their daughter, Charlotte—known as Lottie; and their son-in-law, Miguel Vidal.1 
The Robinson plot stands in the eight-acre cemetery and is easily recognized by the stump of a 
once-mighty oak tree that now engulfs Rebecca’s marble headstone. The “Rebecca Tree,” as it is 
affectionately known, makes it easy to overlook Thomas Robinson’s nearby marker.

Who was Thomas Robinson? He was reported as being born in 1805 in Trasara, Portugal,2 
and sailed to the United States as crew aboard a whaling ship in the 1820s. According to family 
lore, the captain decided his sailor’s given name, Josè Alessandrà, was too difficult to pronounce 
so he rechristened Josè Alessandrà, Thomas Robinson.3 The name stuck. We do not know if they 
were successful catching any whales, nor in which ports the ship landed, but Thomas eventually 
made his way to Santa Rosa County in northwest Florida. Very little is known about Thomas and 
Rebecca, who married in early 1830s. In 1835, they had their first of ten children. Mary, Elizabeth, 
Margaret, Alexander, Charlotte, Josephine, and Joseph were all born in Santa Rosa County. 
Little Thomas, Emanuel, and Louisa along with their deceased infant brother would be born in 
Pensacola. Yet, they do not appear in census records until the 1850 federal census.4

Thomas earned a living as a mariner. At some point he purchased a sloop named Nancy, with 
a business partner, John Campbell. In 1843 they sold the Nancy for three hundred dollars and 
sixty head of cattle. According to the contract he signed with an X, Robinson received all the pro-
ceeds and even got to choose his cattle.5 After some twenty years working on the sea, Robinson 
pivoted to land. Yet, he never seems to have left the sea. The 1850 federal census lists Thomas’s 
occupation as “sailor.”6

The Robinson’s prospered. They purchased a house at 152 Intendencia Street in downtown 
Pensacola from Marie Maestré in 1848.7 The house stood just a few blocks north of the downtown 
docks and the maritime world Thomas knew so well. Thomas and Rebecca lived there for the rest 
of their lives. They watched their children grow and marry. They endured the trials of the Civil 
War. Thomas mourned his wife’s passing in 1869, while his daughters married men who, like him, 
followed the sea. Elizabeth married a local fisherman, Miguel Vidal, whose cement marker lies 
in the Robinson family plot. Lottie married a pilot. Besides Joseph, who became a ship carpenter, 
Robinson’s sons did not follow in their father’s footsteps to maritime employ. Emanuel became a 
shoemaker; Alexander, a brick mason; and Little Tom worked as a carpenter.8

The Portuguese Sailor and His Wife:
A New Life and a New Name
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The family remained close. Little Tom and Louisa lived with their father until Thomas’ death 
on April 16, 1881. Margaret and Lottie lived with their families on either side of the Robinson 
homestead.9 Lottie remained close to her family, even being buried in the family plot. Of the four 
headstones, only three are marble. Thomas has a marble headstone, as well as Rebecca and Lottie. 
Miguel’s headstone was made from cement. Thomas’ headstone has faced the brunt of the weather 
over the years, making his headstone almost illegible. Although there are not many sources 
about the Robinsons, it is evident that the maritime world of Pensacola was tied into the life of a 
sailor known as Thomas Robinson. Thomas and Rebecca Robinson’s lives, like a walk through St. 
Michael’s Cemetery, offers a window into the close-knit maritime world of nineteenth-century 
Pensacola.
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Around 1790-1800, the community of Myrtle Grove began to grow into a thriving settlement 
of thrifty, hardworking people, who came across Perdido Bay from farms and small towns in 
Alabama, Arkansas, and as far away as Tennessee.

There were several reasons why these people came to Florida and settled in the area that is 
called Myrtle Grove. One was the fact that at that time there were five saw mills operating in a 
town called Millview, which was situated on Perdido Bay. There was a lot of work at the mills, and 
it meant a regular income for the mill hands, which was an inducement for people to leave their 
small farms and find employment in the mills.

Millview, being in a swamp and the land an undesirable place to build a home, many of these 
early settlers settled a few miles east of Millview. They were a very progressive people and were 
looking for a place to build their homes, and also have enough land for garden and truck farms 
and to raise hogs and cattle.

These people did not have to use logs to build their houses and barns because lumber was 
so cheap. It could be bought for $1.50 a 1000-foot, and it was good heart pine lumber that could 
stand the weather for many years. Consequently, there were only a few log houses built. These 
early settlers were from all walks of life, and they helped each other in the building of their homes 
and barns. They cut the heart pines and split rails to build fences.

The Myrtle Grove area consisted of about 25,000 acres. Boundary lines were established as 
in other communities. The distance from Myrtle Grove to Millview was about three miles. There 
were a good many Negroes working at the mills. They settled on a sandy hill called the Sand Cut, 
which later became the west boundary of Myrtle Grove.

A small creek, or branch, on the east called Sander’s Branch was the east boundary. Much of 
the land was heavily timbered, and beautiful live oak trees, hundreds of years old, grew in the 
high land, while the scrub oak, or blackjack as it was called, grew mostly in the sandiest soil.

No doubt, what these settlers saw in this county pleased them. So, after much discussion, they 
named the community Myrtle Grove, mainly because of the large growth of wild myrtle trees that 
grew at a location where they decided to build a Methodist church and cemetery. Also, a two-
room school, painted red. This location was practically in the center of Myrtle Grove. It was also 
on the main road from Millview to Pensacola.

This was a sandy road at first, but later it was known as the hard road. When it became so full 
of holes, and almost impassable, the men would hitch up their oxen or horses and wagons and 
haul sawdust to fill the holes. If a man failed to work so many days each year on the road, he was 
compelled to pay a road tax.

Myrtle Grove, Then and Now
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Some of the land was open to homestead; other sections were settled by squatters who paid 
the county back-taxes for the land. There were several thousand acres of this land that were 
deeded to Southern States Lumber Company railroad and were listed on deeds as cut-over land, 
which meant that after the railroad had cut all the timber they needed for cross ties and bridge 
building they would quit paying taxes on it. Then it would revert to the state and county and be 
sold to settlers in tracts of twenty or thirty acres.

Those who homesteaded the land would prove up a one-fourth of a section which was forty 
acres. As more people moved into Myrtle Grove, much of this was cut up into ten-acre plots.

As time passed, many of the men quit the mills and stayed at home to till the soil and raise 
livestock. The meadow land, or “flats,” as it was called, was good grazing for cattle, as there was 
plenty of good grass and numerous small creeks and streams of fresh water. The cattle were 
mostly Pineywoods stock mixed with Jersey.

The cattlemen would round up their cattle in the fall and brand them. The best ones were 
penned up and fattened for market; the others were turned loose on the open range.

While ninety percent of these settlers were hardworking honest people, there were, of course, 
as in all communities, a class of people who would steal cattle and hogs, butcher them at night, 
and the next day have them on their ox carts or wagons, and haul them to Pensacola and sell them 
in butcher shops for whatever they could get.

There were a good many of the Myrtle Grove people who were of the Baptist faith. They 
selected a sight on the bank of Bayou Marcus Creek and built a church of logs, but it was later 
destroyed by fire. They then selected another location farther up on a hill. This church was called 
Union Hill Baptist Church.

This church was only a short distance from the creek, and on the bank of that creek many 
people often gathered to witness the baptism of the people of that faith.

Many people from Bellview crossed the creek on a footlog to attend the services of that 
church. Also, folks from Pleasant Grove worshiped there; hence, the name Union Hill.

Now, Bayou Marcus Creek got its name from a Spanish Duke, sent over here to survey this 
territory for the King of Spain.

The Creek was a beautiful stream of clear, cool water that emptied into Perdido Bay, and no 
doubt it was one of the reasons so many people settled around it. It was full of fresh water fish, 
also alligators. The head of the creek was fed by springs at Bell’s Head.

A great swamp bordered this creek on both sides, and when the titi was in bloom the sweet 
odor could be smelled for miles. Bobcats, coons, and opossums were plentiful, also wild turkeys 
feeding on pine mass from the pine trees. There were also hickory, cypress, and juniper in the 
swamp.

The highest elevation of land around Myrtle Grove was located about a mile and a half from 
the Myrtle Grove Methodist Church and school. This hill was called Poverty Hill, and the land 
was so poor and sandy that even the blackjacks, did not grow much higher than a man’s head.
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The women folks would go there to cut brush brooms to sweep their yards, as no grass was 
allowed to grow in a yard. The womenfolks took great pride in the swept yards.

No doubt Myrtle Grove was a beautiful place in those early days. There were many large live 
oak trees, some so large that just two trees would shade an acre of ground. Also, beautiful magno-
lia and dogwood. A few of these trees are still standing in places where progress did not destroy 
them.

As Millview was a much larger place than Myrtle Grove, it had a main street and many places 
of business, such as a large commissary, where the mill hands would do most of their trading. 
There were several large rooming houses, a post office, and a jail.

The people at Myrtle Grove had to go to Millview to get their mail. Later on, a rural mail route 
was cut through the woods, and an examination was held for rural mail carrier. Hilliard McNair 
got the appointment and was the first mail carrier in Myrtle Grove. He used a horse and buggy. 
The route also went through Bellview.

Like all communities, there were times when the folks liked to get together and have dances 
and suppers and a general good time, with country fiddlers and banjo picking for music. The men 
got together and formed the Good Templar Lodge. They then built a two-story building for a gen-
eral meeting place. It was later destroyed by a hurricane and was never rebuilt. It was located on 
Three Notch Road. A man by the name of Henry Purcell was the champion fiddler of Escambia 
County and won every contest.

Ed Kelly owned a large tract of land around Bayou Marcus area. He deeded to Union Hill 
Baptist Church about three acres of land for a church and cemetery. Some of this land was used 
for the public to bury their dead. But as time went on it became abused as a cemetery with no 
system of a road or lots. The church had to have a committee to see that people living in Pensacola 
who had no relative buried there should pay for lots.

There was only one road to Pensacola, so another road was cut through the woods and it was 
known as Three Notch Road (now Jackson Street). The Millview-to-Pensacola road is now Lillian 
Highway. It was later cut through from Millview to Perdido Bay as far as the Alabama and Florida 
ferry across Perdido Bay. Later, the ferry was discarded, and the first wooden bridge was built.

The mills in Millview were cutting thousands of feet of lumber, so in order to get it to 
Pensacola, a surveyor was hired to survey a right-of-way for a railroad, which later was built 
and sold to Henry McLaughlin. This railroad ran from Pensacola to Millview with a spur track 
to Muscogee. As there were no planer mills to plane this lumber, it had to be transported to 
Pensacola by ox teams, or horse and wagons, over a long sandy road.

This train made two trips each day and had one passenger coach at the rear. On the Three 
Notch Road to Pensacola was a large pond called Gourd Pond because of the shape of it. The 
pond contained a lot of fresh fish—bream, trout, and catfish. The remains of this pond can be 
seen one mile east of Frisco Railroad. Willow trees grow in the water which is fed by springs and 
is seldom dry.

As time went on, more people settled in Myrtle Grove and built homes, cleared land, and 
more livestock was raised. There were no stores or any other places of business in Myrtle Grove at 
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this time. Consequently, the people had to go to Pensacola or Millview for supplies. A man called 
“Doc” Johnson opened a small store on what is now 69th and Lillian Highway.

The only road that had a name was a sand road that went through the woods from the Three 
Notch Road to the front door of Union Hill Baptist Church. It was called Possum Street. Tom 
Adkinson and his wife bought sixty acres of land on the hard road, Lillian Highway and 59th, in 
April 1907. After many years of hard labor, he created one of the largest dairy farms in Escambia 
County. He brought from Kentucky the first full blood Jersey bull in Myrtle Grove.

On this property, now, is located the $300,000.00 Escambia County School Board Offices; also, 
a housing subdivision containing many modern homes.

In another section of Myrtle Grove there was a large pond called Boyett’s Pond. A man named 
Ran Boyett built the first log house near this pond. The wildcats in the nearby wood were so 
plentiful that Mr. Boyett had trouble raising hogs as the wildcats would catch the young pigs and 
eat them.

On another thirty-acre plot, Gus Johnson built his home and was a successful truck farmer 
for many years. This property now belongs to the School Board on which they have built the 
Escambia High School.

One of the older settlers, Hines Cravy, owned forty acres that borders on Escambia High 
School property. It is between 61st Avenue and 65th Avenue, Flaxman and Fairfield Drive. This 
property was later known as the Cap Ard place and was farmed.

Going over to Jackson and 65th Avenue you will see where Jasper Tanton homesteaded about 
forty years. He was one of the leaders and deacons of Myrtle Grove Baptist Church.

Many changes have taken place since that time and, now, going down Lillian Highway to 
65th Avenue you will see a beautiful Catholic church, now situated on property that used to be a 
chicken farm operated by Ed Williams.

Many beautiful churches have been built in Myrtle Grove in the last few years. A large mod-
ern Baptist church stands at the corner of 61st and Lillian Highway. The first Methodist church, 
which was built at the time the two-room school house was built, was later torn down, and on 
this site was built a new brick building. This property was given to the church by members of the 
Adkinson family.

George Smith bought a twenty-acre tract and planted pear trees; it is now the location of a 
large shopping center on Jackson and 65th Avenue.

Many service men and their families have settled in Myrtle Grove and have contributed much 
to the development of the community. Some of them have built or bought land and built beautiful 
homes. Many retired service personnel have homes in Myrtle Grove.

There are many reasons why these people choose to live here. One is the fact that, according 
to the records of the Sheriff ’s Office, Myrtle Grove has the least crime and vandalism of any com-
munity of its size. Also, 95 percent of crime committed in Myrtle Grove is done by people that do 
not live in Myrtle Grove; also, the fact that it is only a short distance from the flying fields.



30

West Florida Footprints	 No. 38 - 2017


About 25 years ago, a group of men organized the Progressive Men’s Club. Many projects were 
planned and carried out by this club, such as concrete markers for each street corner and naming 
many streets and numbering houses.

Land was bought on Poverty Hill for a boys’ baseball club called the Little League. After many 
years the Men’s Club disbanded and the Little League took over, and to the credit of many men is 
a success.

One of the oldest families to settle in Myrtle Grove was the Caro family. Frank and Fanny 
Caro, homesteaded fifty acres. This was quite a large family, and many of the direct descendants 
are living in the Myrtle Grove area.

Many years ago a kind-hearted lady by the name of Mrs. Beall lived on Three Notch Road 
(now about 70th and Jackson). She started a kindergarten for five- and six-year-old children and 
taught them the ABCs and numbers. She did this so that when they went to school they would 
have a good start on their education as at that time regular school only went to the sixth grade.

A forty-acre tract, which is now bounded on the north by Flaxman, on the south by Lillian 
Highway, east by 57th and west by 61st, once belonged to the Koble Brothers, two old bachelors. 
They had a few scrub cows, a few chickens, and a garden. Now, on the northeast corner the 
Wedgewood Christian Church is located, and on the southwest corner is the Myrtle Grove Baptist 
Church and some nice homes.

There was the burning of the two Baptist Churches, old Union Hill and new Myrtle Grove 
Church in September 1943, which was done by a rough element of the lawless type. They had a 
camp on the bank of Bayou Marcus Creek and did not own nor live in Myrtle Grove. It was then 
decided at a meeting of the Men’s Progressive Club that Myrtle Grove badly needed some kind of 
firefighting equipment. So, John Rolfs was elected to head a committee to see what could be done.

John Rolfs, with the help of some of the other club members, located an Army surplus 
pumper. It was a 1941—500-gallon capacity. After a lot of hard work, it was put to use. The Myrtle 
Grove Fire Department was organized with John Rolfs as Chief. Later, another pumper was 
added, a 1956—2000-gallon capacity. The latest addition was in 1968 when the new $17,000.00 
fire truck was purchased.

The old shed that they started out with was too small, so a modern fire house houses this fine 
equipment with beds for sleeping firemen upstairs. Fire Chief Rolfs says there are about 33 vol-
unteers who are subject to call day and night They work without pay. All of this is done by men 
who are proud they live in Myrtle Grove. This modern equipment, including property, is valued at 
$50,000.00 or more.

A man by the name of Lee who was county surveyor, ran most of the property lines in this 
section. Years later, when another county surveyor was appointed there was quite a difference in 
many of the corners; consequently, there were numerous people dissatisfied, but nobody got hurt, 
except their feelings. But, some law suits resulted.

In 1911, a group of neighboring ladies got together and formed “The Myrtle Grove Woman’s 
Club.” Mrs. P. H. Reedy was elected President. According to records now in possession of the club, 
the following ladies were installed as charter members: Mrs. George Graves, Mrs. Tom Adkinson, 
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65 Added to Select Army Total Here

Mrs. P. H. Reedy, Mrs. Will Van Duzer, Mrs. A. C. Lambert, Mrs. Johnson, Mrs. Caro, Mrs. Gibb 
McNair, Mrs. Moor, Mrs. Foster, Mrs. Thompson, and Mrs. John Graham. This club did many 
things for the good of Myrtle Grove, such as quilting for needy families.

The Club’s President at the present time is Mrs. Gary F. Nelson. The membership is now 72. 
A few years ago they built a club house on 885 North 70th Avenue. This is a very progressive group 
of ladies who have contributed greatly to the progress of Myrtle Grove.

There is also a very active Boy Scout and Girl Scout organization that contributes to the good 
of the community. The first Boy Scout troop was organized by the Myrtle Grove Baptist Church 
and was sponsored by it.

The population of Myrtle Grove is approximately 25,000. There are no slum areas or ghettos 
within the boundaries of Myrtle Grove.

The writers will not attempt to locate the exact area of land each of the early settlers settled 
on, nor will they attempt to name all of them, but will confirm the fact that many descendants of 
these early settlers who came to this section of Escambia County as pioneers and cleared the land 
are now living in Myrtle Grove.

The writers of this history of Myrtle Grove realize there may be some slight discrepancies in it, 
but it has been compiled, to the best of their knowledge and research, by two descendants of early 
settlers:

—Written in March 1970

Transcribed by Denise Mowery

Higher Percentage Eligibles on Second Day of Examination Here
5 Doctors Devote Selves to Work

May Not Be Necessary to Call Others to Be Examined to Get Quota

Eighty-six men were examined by the local exemption board yesterday; sixty-five passed, and 
twenty-one were rejected because of physical disability. The results, yesterday, bring the percent-
age of eligibles considerably over the figure of the day before, and at the present rate, unless many 
are exempt, it is thought that the necessary increment will be raised without calling any additional 
men. No further notifications were sent out yesterday, as it was decided to wait until later in the 
examination work.

So far 84 of the requisite 274 have passed the physical test.
Owing to the time required to make the examinations, the work has been delayed despite the 

efforts of five physicians who labored steadily from five yesterday morning until six o’clock in the 
afternoon. For this reason, no numbers above four hundred will be called today.
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Following are the names of those who passed yesterday:
George W. Robinson, Molino
Marion H. Allbritton, Nokomis
Walker Wilmer Thomas, 227 N. Reus
Earl W. Sanders, 1004 E. LaRua
Sol Goldring, 500 N. Barcelona
Charlie B. Milstead, McDavid
Thomas Hill, Pensacola
McKee B. Scott, Jr., 407 E. Gadsden
Oscar Burlison, 214 E. Zarragossa
William W. Kilpatrick, 1300 E. LaRua
Stephen R. Mallory, 815 N. Baylen
Drew E. Elder, Pine Barren
Daniel A. Cardwell, Bluff Springs
John J. Robertson, McDavid
Henry Carrancejie, Pensacola
William Harris, Warrington
Earnest L. Bancroft, 140 E. Mallory
Jackson Hyatt, Century
Henry McKnight, Molino
Daniel E. Fisher, 122 E. Garden
Joe Glackmeyer, 248 E. Intendencia
Sam Patterson, 904 Hayne
Joe E. Garrett, Bluff Springs
John Elster Webb, 125 S. Baylen
West Seldon, 519 W. Government
James E. Clark, 314 E. Gadsden
Wiley Griggs Hale, Atmore
Japhus Goldsmith, Century
Willie W. Clifford, R.F.D. No. 2
Anderson Douglas, Jr., 600 N. Reus

Wiley Franklin Choron, 619 N. E Street
Newman Smith, 416 W. LaRua
James S. L. O’Donovan, 121 West Government
James Whiting, Century
Willie Butler, 520 W. Government
Frank Faulks, 416 W. LaRua
Elbert Peavie, 311 E. Jaskcon
Jesse Slaughter, Gull Point
Grant Davis, 906 W. Jackson
Clarence S. Loomis, Quintette
Adron Harris, Warrington
Wilber M. Hooper, 319 W. Intendencia
Louis A. Maygarden, 1909 N. 9th Ave
Ed. Henderson, 716 N. 10th Ave
Merrill Henderson, 212 N. DeVillier
Willie S. Wingate, Warrington
Clyde Leo Bicker, 300 S. Alcaniz
Nick Geniatts, 50 E. Chase
Joseph T. Colvon, Sta. A, Little Bayou
Charles A. Sharon, Pensacola
Henry Willingham, 526 W. Belmont
Peter Chaeckney, 201 W. Government
Dan Douglas Johnson, General Del., Palafox
Joseph M. Agerton, McDavid
William T. Hayden, 10th Avenue and Salamanca
Claude N. McMillan
J. H. Fellows
Luther H. Blanton
Arthur Udgreen

—The Pensacola Journal, August 10, 1917, p. 1
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Transcribed by Denise Mowery

Fifteen in Party, and They Go Hence to Columbia, S.C.
Five Per Cent of Total Quota

Men Will Assemble for “Muster” at Armory Hall This Morning

Tonight, the first men from Escambia county for the National army will leave for training 
camps at Columbia, S.C., fifteen men making up the first quota, that number being five per cent 
of the total quota from this county.

Meal tickets and transportation have already arrived from the provost marshal general, and 
everything is in readiness for the men to leave. The men will assemble in the armory hall this 
morning at nine o’clock.

Most of the men are negroes and were selected in their order of liability, instead of any special 
selection. Following are the men:

Sam Patterson, Frank Faulk, Adrian Harris, Willie S. Wingate, Robert Phillips, Frank Caro, 
Wm. J. Max, Enoch Cook, John Ross, Webb Perdue, Charles E. Jackson, Elbert Peavie, Willie 
Butler, and James Edgar Clark.

—The Pensacola Journal, Sep 5, 1917, p. 1

First Men in County to Go into Training

West Florida
Genealogical Society

1982 – 2017
35th Anniversary



34

West Florida Footprints	 No. 38 - 2017


Virginia Shelby

The Reverend J. L. Bryars is a name that has been recorded on many pages of early church 
history in the Escambia County, Florida, Escambia County, Alabama, Baldwin County, Alabama, 
and many other areas. Reverend Bryars was an early church planter, and many churches owe their 
beginning to Reverend Bryars. He was born on December 7, 1832 in Baldwin County, Alabama 
and was one of seven children born to Chares Edward Bryars and his wife Catherine Margaret 
Hubbard Bryars from South Carolina.

At the age of 24, J. L. Bryars was called into ministry. His first church was the Pleasant Hill 
Baptist Church just south of Century near Bluff Springs, Florida. He married Erin Elizabeth 
“Lizzie” Miles in Escambia County on March 1, 1857 (no reference can be found in Escambia 
County, Florida marriages, so it was probably Escambia County, Alabama). Lizzie died at age 30 
on August 20, 1868 and was buried in Wawbeek, Alabama. At the time of her death, the couple 
had several children, so Reverend Bryars was in need of a wife to take care of the children while 
he rode the circuit to preach each Sunday. He married his second wife, Malinda Caroline Daily, 
who helped him care for his six children and, also, gave birth to two more of their own.

In the early 1870s the Bryars homesteaded land that had been granted to him in Bluff Springs, 
Florida where he raised cattle and hogs, as well as farmed and cultivated his fruit trees. Since he 
was on the road so much, it was left to his wife and children to take care of the homestead. They 
faithfully did their duty on the home front so Reverend Bryars could preach.

On Sunday’s he traveled his religious circuit where he preached to as many as 20 churches at 
one time. He preached to both Baptists and Methodist Churches at the time. Reverend Bryars was 
very meticulous in recording his endeavors—probably to give an account to churches who sup-
ported him. As a result, in 1882, he recorded preaching 194 sermons (only 52 Sundays in a year) 
and traveling 3,775 miles. He was paid a small sum each year, but most of his pay came in the 
form of goods and services—cans of syrup, food, sacks of flour or meal, hats, repairing his clothes, 
and other forms of payment.

Reverend Bryars was instrumental in forming the Elim Association Missionary Board, which 
paid him a small salary each year. Some churches paid as low as 25 cents, while others could offer 
higher wages. Sometimes, when the offering plate was passed, he might collect five or six dol-
lars—other times—much smaller.

Reverend Bryars helped to start Sunday Schools. He baptized converts; he made religious 
visits, ordained preachers and deacons and officiated at marriages and funerals. Whenever a 
preacher was needed, he was there to supply the needs of the religious community in Northwest 
Florida and Alabama.

The Father of Many Churches in Florida Panhandle and
South Alabama—Reverend J. L. Bryars
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Reverend Bryars and his family would walk four and a half miles to the small railroad com-
munity of Williams Station, which was early Atmore, Alabama. They would go into the sawmill 
shop room belonging to John Roberts. His daughter would quickly sweep the floors of all the saw-
dust while their father carried in sawed off pine blocks and laid boards across them for benches. 
After the Sunday services Reverend Bryers would walk the four and half miles back to their home 
near Davisville, Florida.

Some of the early church and groups this man of God helped to organize were:
Pleasant Hill Baptist Church (1856)
Sardis Baptist Church (1866)
Elim Baptist Association (1872)
Flomaton First Baptist Church (1878)
Beulah Baptist Church (1880)
Perdido Baptist Church (1882) (Perdido Alabama)
Oak Grove Baptist Church (1883)
Atmore First Baptist Church (1886)

Other churches he traveled each Sunday, sometimes with his family, 
were:

Cora Baptist Church
Coon Hill Baptist Church
Damascus Baptist Church
Pine Level Baptist Church
Spring Hill Baptist Church
Pleasant Hill Baptist Church
Pine Barren Baptist Church

Beulah Baptist Church—founded in 1880. Reverend Bryars ordained William “Bill” Shelby 
as the first pastor of the church. Some of the offerings were as much as $5 per sermon. Reverend 
Bryars preached several times here from 1880 to 1885.

Mitchells Creek Baptist Church
Union Hill Baptist Church
Pleasant Grove Baptist Church
Ferry Pass Baptist Church
Navy Yard
McKinnon’s Lumber Camp
Johnson’s Lumber Camp

Shelby’s Lumber Camp—this was the beginnings of the early Beulah Baptist Church where 
William “Bill” Shelby had his logging company and Shelby’s Ditch.

William’s Station—early Atmore, Alabama
There are probably a few more that missed the list where Reverend Bryars ministered. At one 

time, his circuit went from Mississippi over past Milton area in his service to the Lord and his 
beliefs.

Rev. James Lazarus Bryars 
(1832-1908)
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On November 13, 1908, while serving as the pastor of both the Pleasant Hill Baptist Church 
in Bluff Springs, Florida and the Pine Barren Baptist Church in Davisville, the good reverend 
passed away at the age of 75 years old. At the time of his death he had served his God for a total of 
52 years. His funeral services were held at Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, and he was buried in the 
Crary Cemetery next door. His second wife, Malinda, joined him in death on October 15, 1917 
and is buried at his side.

Sources
Elim Association Minutes
Pensacola Bay Baptist Association Minutes

Transcribed by Denise Mowery

Men Who Died for Men to Be Honored.
Three Names That Must Awaken Sad Though Fond Remembrance.

The Solemnity of Next Thursday’s Ceremonies on the Plaza to be Intensified in the Tardy But 
Worthy Acknowledgement of True Christian Heroism.

Somewhere in the quiet shades of old St. Michael’s and on the sunny slopes of St. John’s cem-
eteries, in this city, there repose the remains of three men, who, though not immortalized in song 
or story, were as brave and true warriors as ever led a charge, or received the plaudits of an admir-
ing people.

No marble shafts, or even flowers, mark their lonely graves. Forgotten by the busy world, and 
perhaps by many of those whom they died to save, they peacefully sleep.

The years that have passed since they were laid to rest have seen the city of Pensacola make 
rapid strides in the great march of improvement, and, if it were permitted them to again visit the 
scenes of their labors, it is doubtful if they would recognize the old city in which they toiled, suf-
fered and died.

It is the boast of Christian civilization, however, that as men advance in intelligence and the 
cultivation of the finer arts, their minds and hearts are instinctively carried back to the pioneer 
days, with feelings of love and admiration for the brave and generous souls who “blazed out the 
path” in which their successors walked to a higher plane of prosperity.

In the year 1873, when the dread yellow fever appeared at the quarantine station, among the 
ministers then resident in this city, was the Rev. P. H. Lundy, of the Baptist church. He was a man 
peculiarly loved in his old home (Alabama), for his many noble traits of character. When the 
fever appeared, he prepared himself for his duty in the dread crisis, and stood ready to render all 
the aid that he could. But “death loves a shining mark,” and he fell at his post, the second victim. 
Though falling thus early, none the less should be revered the memory of one who stood ready to 
do and die for his fellow man.

Christian Heroes
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In 1882, the last time that the fair city of Pensacola was ravaged by the fever, among the many 
souls of every sect and creed, who stood like a phalanx to beat back the dread monster and soothe 
the anguish and pain of the sick and dying, were the Rev. W. H. DuBois, pastor of the Methodist 
church, and Rev. Z. A. Owen, pastor of the Baptist church.

When the fever made its appearance here, Mr. Owen was absent from the city, among old 
friends, who vainly persuaded him to remain in a place of safety. But the Christian warrior heed-
ed not the appeals of friends, and he hastened to share the dangers of those among whom he had 
cast his lot.

There are thousands of the citizens of Pensacola who remember those days of darkness and 
death—and how those two noble men labored side by side with the gentle Sisters of Mercy and 
the untiring priests and the loving hearts of every creed, united by that bond—brotherly love—
which makes all men akin—until at length, wearied and worn by their around-the-clock vigils at 
the bedsides of the dead and dying, they succumbed to the disease, and, within one short week of 
each other, were laid to rest.

Perhaps at that time their graves were bedewed with the tears of those in whose memories 
their labors of love were green, but the fever passed away, and since that time there has been a 
rush of improvement in the old city that has drawn away the minds of the people from the things 
of the past, and their deeds and their graves have, apparently, been forgotten.

But now the people will pause for a day from the rush of business and gather in the old Plaza 
to beautify it in remembrance of those, living and dead, who by their deeds for the common wel-
fare of the people have gained a place in the public heart.

And not least, among the trees that will be placed on the 14th will be the three dedicated to the 
memories of P. H. Lundy, W. H. DuBois, and Z. A. Owen, whose lives exemplified those virtues 
which enrich and ennoble a people.

Dr. T. A. LaFar, who was acquainted with Messrs. DuBois and Owens, has kindly con-
sented to deliver the address to their memories, and some one who was acquainted with Mr. 
Lundy will, perhaps, perform a similar office at the dedication of the tree to be planted in his 
commemoration.

—The Daily News, March 13, 1889, p. 4
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Jerry Kirksey

Submitted by Jacqueline Reynolds

Thanksgiving affords an array of marvelous memories of people and events in our lives—for 
all of which we are unendingly thankful.

First, I give praise and thanks to Jesus Christ my Lord, Redeemer and Savior, without whom 
nothing else would matter.

As I pondered the many things I have to be thankful 
for, my mind keeps coming back to Grandmother and 
Granddaddy Parish. They were my mother’s mom and 
dad. They were the only grandparents I knew, as Dad’s 
parents died many years before my time.

I cannot count the times or situations when their 
influence has prepared me for events in my life. I am 
most thankful to God for allotting me so much time with 
them.

I am not really sure why we called it Grandma’s 
house—Granddaddy lived there, too—but we always 
did. A large portion of the infrastructure of my life was 
determined there.

Grandma’s house was humble by today’s standards. In fact, humble may not be the appropriate 
word. But it was in this humble home that I learned the difference between a house and a home. 
A house is where people and things control the environment; a home is where love controls the 
environment.

I remember Granddaddy telling me about the Great Depression. Granddaddy said many 
Americans lost all they owned. He also told me, “We didn’t lose anything of material value, be-
cause we didn’t own anything of value.

“We lived on a few acres of land in a home I built,” he continued. “We had a large garden and 
a few farm animals.

“Our family really didn’t notice the depression that much. We prayed for those going through 
hard times and shared what we had with those around us.

“We never missed a meal, we had a roof over our heads and ample clothes to wear. What more 
could a man ask for?”

Can you imagine what kind of country America would be if we still lived by these standards?

Grandma’s House

Annie and Wyatt Parish
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The biggest thrill of the year was 
when summer came and I could go to 
Grandma’s. Grandma was an ardent 
Methodist and she didn’t know what 
a gray area was. To her, it was right or 
wrong.

Except for her Sunday dresses, 
Grandma sewed all of her dresses—
“house dresses,” she called them—and she 
always wore an apron. Grandma loved 
her garden and spent uncountable hours 
tending to it. She canned vegetables from 
the garden and she canned meats.

Granddaddy killed a hog each year, 
usually in January. Now, that was an excit-
ing—and—long day. So we had plenty of          
fresh meat.

Speaking of that, I get tickled today when I hear ladies ask the meat market man, “Is the 
chicken fresh?” At Grandma’s home, chicken went from trying to out-run Grandma in the yard to 
the dinner table in about two hours. Now that’s fresh!

In all honesty, to say I am most thankful for my grandparents is nowhere close to revealing 
the feelings in my heart for them. I will die loving them with every atom in my body. They were 
earthly examples of God’s command to love your neighbor.

They were poor by the world’s standards. However, it was by their example that my life be-
came richer. The only book I ever saw in their home was the Bible, and all they knew about life 
came from the Bible.

America would be the most blessed nation on earth today if the only book we lived by was 
the Bible. It was sufficient for my grandparents, and they both lived happy, satisfied lives well into 
their late 90s. The Bible is the only book in the world that contains the answers to all questions, 
the solutions to all problems, and the only book one can live and die by.

God created the family system as the bedrock of His masterpiece. As the family goes, so goes 
the nation and the world. Take a look at America when Grandma and Granddaddy’s generation 
was in control and compare it to the dysfunctional families of today and you will find the answers 
to what has gone wrong with America.

THANKS, Grandma and Granddaddy. Your example, and testimonies are still alive and mak-
ing a difference today.

—Singing News, November 2008

Grandma’s House. Grandma and uncle Emmett are seated 
on the porch. Seated with his back to the camera is 

Granddaddy, and the handsome young man with his arm on 
his back is yours truly.
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West Florida Genealogical Society 2017 Seminar
with Clarise Soper

Topics

•	 Repositories: How to Find Them, Use Them, 
and Finding Aids

•	 Genealogy Proof Standards
•	 Native American Research
•	 Questions / Answers

Clarise Soper, CG, is a Michigan native who has lived in Mississippi for over twenty-
five years. In 1978, she started tracing her ancestry and began researching professionally 
in 1995. She was certified by the Board for Certification of Genealogists in 2014. Clarise 
recently started work with the World War II Memorial in New Orleans.

Clarise specializes in the states of Mississippi and Alabama and frequently speaks at 
genealogy societies across Mississippi. She is a member of several organizations and, cur-
rently, is the corresponding secretary for the Mississippi Genealogical Society. She also 
volunteers as a coordinator for the ProGen Study Group Program and sits on the board for 
the Association of Professional Genealogists.

Door Prizes and Winners

Newspapers.com Annual Subscription — Debra Mowery
Starbuck’s Gift Card — John Veasley
Starbuck’s Gift Card — Nancy Andrews
Starbuck’s Gift Card — Dave Andrews
Ancestry DNA Kit — Dot Brown
WFGS Tote Bag — Dorothy Wallace
D2 Tombstone Cleaner — Jan Isosaari
Fold3 Annual Membership — Penny Hamiltin
Ancestry.com 6-month Membership — Aureitte Lindsey
Fresh Bread — Joann McKay

Door Prizes
Donated By

Ancestry.com
Newspapers.com
Fold3
Virginia Shelby
Charlotte Schipman
Ava Rich

Thank You To

First Christian Church
Lonnie Jones
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Virginia Shelby, Clarise Soper, and Shirley Jones

Priscilla Nobles and Charlotte Schipman
(Registration)

Clint Morgan (Sales Table)Clarise Soper

Seminar Attendees
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Virginia Shelby

Several local families had daughters or sons that married into the Hurst family. The Hurst 
family arrived from Santa Rosa County, Florida to the Beulah area in Escambia County around 
1870, and King Solomon Columbus Hurst settled around the area known as “Hurst Hammock,” 
and his father, Isaac Hurst, and brother, John Napoleon Bonaparte Hurst, settled in other areas of 
the community around present-day Helms Road and Beulah Road.

Isaac Hurst was born in 1809 in Darlington District South Carolina. He was the son of Isaac 
Hurst and Priscilla Marle. Isaac married Jane Holt sometime around 1833. At the time of this 
writing we are unsure of the exact location of the marriage, but it was probably in either Dale or 
Coffee County, Alabama. Isaac and Jane had eight known children, and about half of those moved 
to Escambia County. The Hurst families were farmers, loggers, and fishermen. Therefore, Beulah 
provided plenty of opportunity for all three occupations.

Mary Ray, second wife of King Hurst and oldest daughter of Jesse and 
Jacinthy Ray, married, first, Jacob Johnson in Escambia County, Florida, on 
January 19, 1870 (Source: Escambia County Marriages, Book F, p. 127). Mr. 
Johnson was born in Sweden. He left Mary in Pensacola where he, later, died. 
Jacob and Mary had three known children:

(1) Anna Johnson was born in Escambia County, Florida, January 1, 
1871. She married John Thomas Bryant, son of William Henry Bryant and 
Elizabeth Shelby Bryant, in Escambia County Florida, February 12, 1890 
(Source: Escambia County Marriages, Book M, p. 158). She died January 
27, 1948 and is buried in the Beulah Cemetery. Their children:

Charles Levy Bryant was born April 27, 1891. He married, first, Retta Lister, August 3, 1912. 
She died June 15, 1914. He then married Mattie Elizabeth Brazwell. He died in 1948.

Minnie Bryant was born August 17, 1893. She married Moses Lister. She died March 12, 1911 
in childbirth and is buried in the Beulah cemetery.

Rosa Lee Bryant was born July 16, 1896. She married Jesse Reeder, son of Nathaniel “Nathan” 
Reeder and Mary Jewel Goldshea. She died August 3, 1927.

Martin Bryant was born October 29, 1898. He married Bessie Eleanor Snyder. He died June 1, 
1975 and is buried in the Beulah cemetery.

Arthur Bryant was born January 17, 1902. He married Modeste McNair. He died February 3, 
1967.

Carrie Bryant was born March 26, 1904. She died December 10, 1976 and is buried in the 
Beulah Cemetery.

Dora Lee Bryant was born November 24, 1916. She married Fredie Stark. She died in 2000.

The Hurst Family

Mary Ray Hurst
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(2) Frances “Fannie” Johnson, was born in Escambia County, Florida, May 6, 1872. She mar-
ried William Henry White in Baldwin County, Alabama, July 5, 1888 (Source: Baldwin County 
Marriages as compiled by Baldwin County Historical Society). She is listed as Eliza Johnson on 
the marriage record. She even took the Hurst name—even though no official adoption records 
have been located at the time of this writing. Sometimes, children did not want to feel left out, so 
they would, unofficially, take the name of the new father (King Hurst). White children:

John White was born October 22, 1893. He died June 15, 1908.
Henry White was born May 21, 1896. He married Annie Bell Penton Lister, daughter of 

Moses Penton and Angeline Malone. He died July 27, 1969 and is buried in Pensacola Memorial 
Gardens.

Leon White was born August 9, 1898. He married Vickie Queenie Jernigan August 10, 1921. 
He died February 26, 1970. They are both buried in the Beulah Cemetery.

Rorry White was born May 19, 1902. He married Hulda Hobbs. She died in childbirth in 1923 
with the birth of twins, who later died. He then married Waverly Robinson on February 14, 1927. 
He died in south Florida.

Ervin Elmo White was born January 15, 1909. He married Minnie Jernigan on January 21, 
1930. Ervin and Leon married sisters. Minnie and Queenie’s parents were Robert P. Jernigan and 
Nancy Trawick Jernigan. He died October 2, 2000. They both are buried in the Beulah Cemetery.

(3) Henry John Johnson Hurst was born November 16, 1872. He married Hester Lucretia 
White October 19, 1902 in Gulf Port, Mississippi. He and his wife raised their children in and 
around the Gulf Port area, and when they died they were buried in Mississippi.

King Hurst had also been married before to a Native American woman 
named Martha Secquiche. They were married in New Echota, Georgia, 
March 10, 1865, at the close of the Civil War. King Hurst fought for the 
Confederate Army and was in Company K, 33rd Alabama Infantry out of 
Coffee County, Alabama. He was discharged in Montgomery, Alabama in 
May 1865. It is quite possible that he married Martha at the time he was in 
north Georgia during the war. King and Martha had three children from 
their marriage:

Horris Hurst was born November 20, 1860. He married Bell McCraney 
January 26, 1884 in Baldwin County, Alabama. He and Bell resided in 
Baldwin County most of their lives. He died July 1, 1920 in Hillsborough 
County, Florida.

William Preston Hurst was born 1864. He married Oneila Wilson on March 26, 1891 in 
Escambia County, Florida (Source: Escambia County Marriages, Book MN, p. 122). They lived 
and died in Baldwin County.

Robert H. Hurst was born March 16, 1868, He married Belle Resmondo on November 25, 
1890 in Baldwin County, Alabama (Source: Baldwin County Marriages as compiled by Baldwin 

King Hurst
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County Historical Society). Robert died January 16, 1949 and is buried in St. John’s Cemetery in 
Pensacola, Florida.

King and Mary had six children together: Sophronia Hattie Hurst who was born in Escambia 
County, Florida, May 6, 1876. She married James Julian Shelby, September 10, 1899 (Source: 
Escambia County Marriages, Book O, p. 259). She died March 19, 1963 and is buried in Beulah 
Church Cemetery.

Ada Hurst was born in Escambia County, Florida, in 1878. She married Eli Abner Grimes July 
19, 1899 in Escambia County, Florida (Source: Escambia County Marriages, Book O, p. 249). She 
died in 1932 and is buried in the Beulah Cemetery.

Rilda Nancy Hurst was born in Escambia County, Florida, August 8, 1880. She married 
John Thomas Cowen in Escambia County, Florida, February 6, 1899 (Source: Escambia County 
Marriages, Book O, p. 209). After his death she married William Antone Olsen, son of Antone 
Olsen and Martha Ray, in Escambia County, Florida (Source: Escambia County Marriages, Book 
T, p. 230). She died March 8, 1975 and is buried in Beulah Cemetery.

Alexander Churchwell Hurst was born in Escambia County, Florida, June 19, 1882. He mar-
ried Lucinda Busbee, daughter of Marion Busbee and Matilda Ann Waters Busbee in Escambia 
County, Florida, August 2, 1908 (Source: Escambia County Marriages, Book Q, p. 163). He died 
December 21, 1964 and is buried in the Beulah Cemetery.

James C. Hurst was born in Escambia County, Florida, March 4, 1884. He never married. He 
died July 27, 1919 and is buried in Beulah Cemetery.

Clement C. Hurst was born in Escambia County, Florida, August 5, 1888. He married Sally 
Maude McNeil Burch in Escambia County, Florida, July 23, 1911 (Source: Escambia County 
Marriages, Book R, p. 10. However, she is listed as Maud Burch in the marriage book.). He died 
April 8, 1976 and is buried in the Beulah Cemetery.

All of these children were raised and married in Escambia County, Florida, and died and 
buried at the Beulah Cemetery. Most, at one time or another, were members of Beulah Baptist 
Church.

Jessie and Jacinthy Ray’s daughter Priscilla married John Napoleon Bonaparte Hurst, son of 
Isaac and Jane Hurst. John and King were brothers and moved to Beulah around the time of the 
Civil War. John and Priscilla were married on January 19, 1870, the 
same day her sister married Jacob Johnson. They were both married by 
L. A. Jones, the pastor of the Methodist Episcopal Church South.

John and Priscilla Hurst had fourteen children. They helped to 
populate the Beulah community in its earliest of days. The children:

Jane Hurst was born in Beulah, Escambia County, Florida, October 
31, 1870. She married John Aaron Penton, son of Aaron Dupree Penton 
and Zilla Beck, on August 22, 1889 (Source: Escambia County Marriage 
Records, Book M, p. 122). Jane died June 9, 1936 and is buried with 
her husband in the Beulah Cemetery. John and Jane lived on what is Priscilla and John Hurst
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now Helms Road just past the intersection of Beulah Road and Helms Road. Their property was 
located between Beulah School Road and Beulah Road on Helms Road.

Missouri Hurst was born in Beulah, Escambia County, Florida, July 16, 1872. She mar-
ried Elijah Shelby, son of William “Bill” Shelby and Elizabeth “Betty” Shelby, on December 24, 
1890. They were married by her father-in-law, William “Bill” Shelby (Source: Escambia County 
Marriages, Book MN, p. 103). Missouri married William “Funch” Handrop after Elijah died. 
Missouri died in Beulah, February 24, 1935, and is buried with Elijah in the Beulah Cemetery.

Judie Hurst was born in Beulah, Escambia County, Florida, August 27, 1874. She married 
John M. “Jack” Shelby, son of William A. “Bill” Shelby and Elizabeth “Betty” Shelby, on August 
21, 1891. They were married in Baldwin County; Alabama (Source: Baldwin County Marriages as 
compiled by Baldwin County Historical Society). Jack died in 1929 when their youngest son was 
only five years old, leaving Judie to raise the children on her own. To my knowledge she never re-
married. Judie died in Beulah, July 11, 1944 and is buried in the Beulah Cemetery.

John “Coot” Hurst was born in Beulah, Escambia County, Florida, September 3, 1877. He 
married Margaret “Maggie” Waters, daughter of James Alexander Waters and Margaret Gertrude 
Davis Perry, on July 4, 1905 (Source: Escambia County Marriages, Book P, p. 316). He died July 3, 
1941, at which time she married his brother Isaac Hurst. John and Isaac are buried in the Beulah 
Cemetery. John and Maggie’s children:

John Carl Hurst was born October 26, 1906. He married Nealie I. Beck. He died February 
3, 1991. They are buried in the Beulah Cemetery. They raised nine children in the Beulah 
Community.

Ida Lee Hurst was born September 1, 1908. She married John C. Ard, son of Samuel Kater Ard 
and Mary Greek Ard. She died October 3, 1984. They are both buried in Beulah Cemetery.

Infant Hurst was born and died about 1910.
Henry Earnest Hurst was born July 7, 1913. He married Annie Belle Rodgers. He died July 26, 

1965 and is buried in the Beulah Cemetery.
Annie Margaret Hurst was born November 25, 1915. She married Alex Edward Cobb, son of 

John Devereau Cobb and Elizabeth Mary Waters Hurst. Annie died September 25, 2007. They 
both are buried in the Beulah Cemetery.

Beulah Hurst was born August 16, 1918. She married Joseph Davis. She died January 26, 1971 
and is buried in the Beulah Cemetery.

Eula Mae Hurst was born August 16, 1918. She married first Cecil Ernest and, then, Henry J. 
Jones. She died January 30, 2016 and is buried in the Beulah Cemetery.

Luther Martin Hurst was born February 20, 1923 and died the same day.
Lanie Margaret Hurst was born and died February 20, 1923 as well.
Catherine “Katie” Hurst was born in Beulah, Escambia County, Florida, November 15, 1878. 

She married James Miles Penton, son of Aaron Dupree Penton and Zellia Beck Penton, on August 
18, 1896. They were married in Beulah Baptist Church by William A. “Bill” Shelby (Source: 



46

West Florida Footprints	 No. 38 - 2017


Escambia County Marriage Records, Book O, p. 15). Katie died June 24, 1966 and she and James 
Miles Penton are buried in the Beulah Cemetery. Their children:

Tecy Jane Penton was born August 1897. She married Reiley Reagan. She died February 20, 
1939.

Mack Frederick Penton was born August 1, 1899. He married Myrtice Brackin. He died June 
16, 1980.

Lucy Mahaley Penton was born July 27, 1902. She married Crosby Hall. She died October 
1970.

Flora Iris Penton was born December 17, 1905. She died March 16, 1993.
Mary Priscilla Penton was born August 17, 1909. She married Leonard Boutwell. She died 

March 14, 2000.
Nellie Francis Penton was born March 4, 1912. She died June 5, 1914.
James Aaron Penton was born November 26, 1914. He married Rene Cassaras. He died 

October 20, 1971.
Marbery Arthur Penton was born August 5, 1917. He married several times. He died August 

2, 1977.
Frank Clifford Penton was born January 23, 1922. He married Helen Grier. He died July 17, 

1972 in Gulf Shores, Alabama.
MeLanie Hurst was born in Beulah, Escambia County, Florida, January 11, 1881. She married 

William A. Shelby, Jr., in Beulah, on August 18, 1896. They were married by his father, William 
A. “Bill” Shelby, Sr. (Source: Escambia County Marriages, Book O, p. 15). She died February 1, 
1924, and she and Will are buried in the Beulah Cemetery. (See list of children under William A. 
Shelby, Jr.)

Thomas Jesse Hurst was born in Beulah, Escambia County, Florida, February 7, 1883. He 
married Jessie Belle Terry in Hattiesburg, Mississippi. He was a Railroad Engineer, and he and 
his family lived in Mississippi until his death on February 19, 1963. He and his wife are buried in 
Mississippi.

Isaac Hurst was born in Beulah, Escambia County, Florida, April 29. 1885. After his brother 
John “Coot” Hurst died, Isaac married John’s widow, Margaret “Maggie” Waters Hurst. Isaac died 
February 16, 1963. They are both buried in the Beulah Cemetery. Their children:

Ruth Louise Hurst was born January 26, 1926. She married Robert James Rose. She died 
February 1, 1990.

Infant Hurst born and died about 1930.
Cleveland Hurst was born in Beulah, Escambia County, Florida, 1886. He died the same year 

and is buried in the Beulah Cemetery.
Napoleon Hurst was born in Beulah, Escambia County, Florida, May 17, 1887 and died 

November 20, 1887. He is buried in the Beulah Cemetery.
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Alonzo “Lonnie” Hurst was born in Beulah, Escambia County, Florida, October 7, 1888. He 
married Martha Elizabeth Malone, daughter of Joel “Boot” Malone and Mary Jane Boyington, on 
May 6, 1907 in Escambia County, Florida (Source: Escambia County Marriages, Book P, p. 577). 
He died August 7, 1973 and is buried in the Beulah Cemetery. They had the following children:

Ernest Hurst born and died in 1907.
Nora Hurst was born June 3, 1909. She married James Thomas Martin and William “Bill” 

Wilson. She died June 5, 1996.
Velma Hurst was born June 15, 1912. She married Clarence Glen Resmondo and Miles Smyer. 

She died July 16, 1988.
Lonnie B. Hurst was born December 29, 1914. He married Anna Augusta Hahn. He died 

September 18, 1981. They both are buried in the Beulah Cemetery.
Esta Hurst born August 15, 1915 and died the same day
Vesta Hurst born August 15, 1915. She married Duncan W. Shelby. They both died November 

25, 1942, and are both buried in the Beulah Cemetery.
Jefferson Davis “J.D.” Hurst was born May 20, 1919. He married Anna Bergquist and Mary 

Judy Lindsey. He died August 6, 2009 in Lillian, Alabama and is buried in the Beulah Cemetery.
Elsie Hurst was born January 1, 1929. She married Luther Dearborn and Roy Kea. She died 

December 31, 2007.
Frank Hurst was born in Beulah, Escambia County, Florida, June 11, 1891. He married Lottie 

Penton, daughter of Moses Jackson Penton and Angeline Malone, on December 23, 1913 (Source: 
Escambia County Marriages, Book R, p. 380). He died June 10, 1920 and is buried in the Beulah 
Cemetery.

Ida Francis Hurst was born in Beulah, Escambia County, Florida, August 26, 1893. She mar-
ried Benjamin Millard Sunday, son of Francis “Frank” Sunday and Sarah Nelson Sunday, on 
December 7, 1910 in Escambia County, Florida (Source: Escambia County Marriages, Book Q, p. 
501). Ida said she refused to marry a Shelby or Penton as her other siblings had, so she married 
a Sunday instead. Ida Francis Hurst died October 31, 1973 and is buried in the Beulah Cemetery 
along with her husband and several of their children.

George G. Hurst was born in Beulah, Escambia County, Florida, June 30, 1896. He died 
August 19, 1915, at the age of 19, and is buried in the Beulah Cemetery. He never married.

John and Priscilla lived their entire lives in the Beulah Community. Many of their children 
were instrumental in forming the Beulah Community. The Hurst family were hard working indi-
viduals who helped to forge the Beulah Community into the farming and fishing community that 
it was at the turn of the century.

Another of Isaac and Jane Hurst’s children was Elizabeth Hurst, who was born around 1834 in 
Coffee County, Alabama, and married, first, a McNathan and, then, Elisha Busby, son of Frederick 
Busby and Sarah Lispcomb. It is believed they were married in Coffee County, Alabama. Elizabeth 
and Elisha had nine known children. Most of them were raised in Beulah.
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Another daughter of Isaac and Jane Hurst was Phernoia, who was born around 1835 in Coffee 
County, Alabama, and married Thomas Simmons. They resided in Escambia County. Nothing 
further is known of them.

The Hurst family left a deep legacy on the Beulah Community of Escambia County, Florida. 
Several roads are named for them as well as Hurst Hammock—the quite little community at the 
end of Beulah Road where the Perdido River runs into Perdido Bay.

Transcribed by Denise Mowery

At the meeting of the Pensacola Library Association yesterday afternoon, plans for an infor-
mal dance were discussed. It was decided that the dance would be given at an early date, or on 
Friday evening, Sept. seventeenth, at the Keyser Auditorium. This dance is to be given for provid-
ing scientific and aeronautical magazines, especially for reading for the enlisted men.

The entertainment committee are as follows: Mrs. William Fisher, Jr., Mrs. J. H. Aiken, Mrs. 
Oscar Maura, and Miss Sadie Kugleman.

Assisting them will be as follows: Misses Merritt, Misses Bell, Miss E. Thornton, Miss Rosa 
Fung, Miss Paula Herschkovitz, Miss E. Marvin, Miss V. La Beau, Miss M. Finch, Miss Dorothy 
Bingham, Misses Sandusky, Miss Sylvia Kahn, Mrs. T. W. Saltmarsh, Mrs. A. Clement Blount, Jr., 
Mrs. C. M. Jones, Mrs. J. M. Roberts, Mrs. J. Simpson Reese, Mrs. C. M. Covington, Mrs. E. E. 
Saunders, Mrs. R. Pope Reese, vice-president of the Library Association, Miss Vera Keller and 
Miss Edna Finch.

Other committees which have been appointed are as follows:
To secure hall: Mrs. Wm. Fisher and Mrs. R. Pope Reese.
To secure tickets: Miss Flinn.
To sell tickets: Miss. L. M. Flinn, chairman; Misses Merritt, Miss Herschkovitz, Miss 

Kugleman, Miss Margaret Sandusky, Miss Rosa Zung, Miss Edna Finch, Miss Marguerite Finch, 
Miss. Flinn.

Posters at forts and stations: Mrs. Oscar Maura, Miss Sadie Kugleman.
Refreshments: Mrs. Oscar Maura, Mrs. C. M. Jones, Mrs. J. S. Reese, Mrs. C. M. Covington.
Publicity: Mrs. Frank L. Mayes, Miss Sibyl Lempke, Miss Margaret Sandusky.
Music: Mrs. E. E. Saunders, Mrs. J. M. Roberts.

—The Pensacola Journal, Sep 2, 1917

Pensacola Library Association to Give Dance
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Marcie Lee

As most people who research their ancestors know, it is the ones who lived outside the law 
who are often the most interesting. While researching the siblings of my third great-grandfather 
Thomas Jeremiah Stockstill, I discovered the story of his sister Annie Jane Stockstill’s supposed 
first husband John B. Hardin. I call him her “supposed” husband as he said himself that he had 
twenty wives when he met his end, so one could call him a serial bigamist as well as an outlaw. 
Annie Jane was a seventeen-year-old living with her family in Hancock County, Mississippi when 
she met John B. Hardin and was seduced into, as they said back then, eloping with a smooth-
talking devil. There were always stories in the family about Annie Jane and Hardin and her sec-
ond marriage and later life in Texas, but until recently discovering several newspaper articles on 
Hardin’s career and death, little was actually known of her while living with her outlaw husband. 
So the background of John B. Hardin, product of what we call today a dysfunctional family, 
follows.

John B. Hardin was born between 1814-1820, in what was the Mississippi Territory, to Griffin 
Hardin and his wife Ann. He had one brother Hiram and two sisters, Clarissa and Sarah Ann. 
John’s father was hanged in Mississippi before 1830 for crimes unknown. His brother Hiram 
also met the hangman for the death of his wife, Pamela Rester Hardin, in February 1838. Hiram 
claimed that on the night of December 19, 1837, after a long night of drinking with friends, he 
came home and fell asleep. He further claimed to be awakened in the dark and pricked with his 
knife someone whom he thought was one of his drinking friends to scare him away; then, fell 
back asleep. He woke up, later, finding it was day, and not finding his wife he went outside follow-
ing a trail of blood. Finding her and one of their friends along the roadside, he took her home to 
treat her knife wounds. After a few days, she developed gangrene and died. Hiram claimed if his 
wife had only lit a light and spoken he would never have stabbed her. The jury did not believe him 
and he was sentenced to death. He tried to petition the state’s governor, who didn’t believe him 
either, so he was hung outside the courthouse in Columbia, Marion County, Mississippi. His now-
orphaned infant son, Griffin, was taken in and raised by his grandmother Ann Hardin Taylor and 
her husband Charles Taylor.

John Hardin began his life of crime in Mississippi and joined up with the infamous Copeland 
Gang which roamed about south Mississippi and parts of Alabama and Louisiana. His name ap-
pears on a list of gang members in Copeland’s biography. By 1850 he and Annie Jane and their 
infant daughter had moved to Santa Rosa County, Florida where they lived on Slate’s old place 
about seventeen miles east of Milton on the road to Marianna. It was said that there they sold li-
quor to both whites and blacks. It is also said that while Hardin was gone Annie Jane continued to 
sell the liquor. So, it sounds like this was illegally done, not being a tavern with a license to sell it.

In 1851 John B. Hardin was off on one of his crime sprees in Coffee County, Alabama. In 
Geneva, Alabama, John R. Chapman of Pensacola, Florida was passing through the town and 
stopped in a store where he showed a large roll of money while Hardin and others were present. 

John B. Hardin, Notorious Outlaw



50

West Florida Footprints	 No. 38 - 2017


The next day, Chapman with his son and daughter left for Pensacola. Hardin was seen following 
a distance behind them and, that night, someone unknown came into the unlocked house where 
they were staying and stole the money. Hardin was back in Geneva, but he was arrested on suspi-
cions and held in jail from which he soon escaped. He was next seen in Henry County, Alabama 
where he stole a mare from John W. Harper and a buggy from Mr. Skipper, the county sheriff, and 
a double barrel shotgun from someone else. Hardin was then tracked back to Santa Rosa County 
by H. F. Bizzell from Alabama, only to find he had collected Annie Jane and their daughter and 
was gone again. At this same time, Joseph Forsythe of Santa Rosa County had a slave missing.

In Milton, Mr. Bizzell and Mr. S. L. Smith joined together and tracked Hardin and his fam-
ily to Sparta, Alabama, from there to Fort Claiborne, Alabama. Bizzell returned to his home, 
and a Mr. Hamilton joined Smith in his pursuit of Hardin to Chickasaw County. Hamilton went 
home and Smith was joined by a Mr. Davis and another man. In Marion County, Mississippi, 
they found him in his mother’s home where they arrested him and put cuffs on him, along with 
Forsythe’s missing slave named Jack. The slave was not cuffed, as he seemed ready to go home. On 
the way back to Florida, near the state line, Davis stopped. About two miles farther, Smith was 
found dead with his throat cut, the buggy wrecked, but Hardin and Jack were gone, along with 
the horses. Hardin and Jack were later caught and arrested in Shelby County, Alabama; then, to 
Henry County, Alabama. A posse from Santa Rosa County went there and took the pair back to 
Milton, Florida. On Friday, May 30, 1851, without bothering with a trial, Hardin and Jack were 
both hanged and buried in the same unmarked grave.

John B. Hardin confessed to killing sixteen men and said he would have liked to have killed 
four more. He said he had twenty wives, all living. He would not name any other accomplices, 
as that would leave many orphans and widows of men who passed as respectable. He said both 
his father and brother were hanged. He repented nothing and met his death calmly. Annie Jane 
Hardin and her daughter Florida Ann went back to Hancock County, Mississippi, along with 
John’s now widowed mother, Ann Taylor, and her grandson, Griffin Hardin. Annie Jane met and 
married Jeptha Smith, despite objections of his family of her past. They all moved to Angelina 
County, Texas, with Jeptha’s brother. Annie Jane died while Jeptha was away fighting during the 
Civil War. Florida Hardin was adopted and raised by her stepfather and married into a respectable 
family thus erasing her real parents’ checkered past.

Two contemporary newspaper articles: “A Demon in human form,” Times Picayune, New 
Orleans, LA, June 4, 1851, page 1. “Lynch law in Florida, execution of a notorious robber & 
murderer,” Colorado Tribune, Matagorda, TX, June 23, 1851, page 2. Recent newspaper: “Another 
Hardin meets the hangman’s noose,” www.Columbianprogress.com, Dec. 18, 2010, Columbia, 
MS, page 9A.

Ancestry.com media file: “A Tale of Crime: A Tale of crime and punishment among Marion 
County pioneers.”
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When you drive along Highway 29 today, you would hardly know that Molino and the sur-
rounding areas were once a large town and surrounding communities. That is, unless you were 
aware of much of the rich history that the area provides that has shaped our nation.

Little is left of the history of the area that once was the great town of Molino, Pine Barren, 
Barrineau Park, Barth, Sunshine Hill, and other areas. But, less than a hundred years ago, Molino 
rivaled the areas as being a large town for the time. Pine Barren was a large lumber mill. Barth 
had large brick yards. Barrineau Park had a stop on the railroad station. Crabtree was an enumer-
ation precinct for the United States Census.

The community of Molino is centrally located in the middle of Escambia County. The Spanish 
word for “mill” is Molino. Early records indicate that Molino was on land that was originally a 
Spanish Land Grant by Spain to John de la Rua and included a portion of the Collins Grant to the 
south.1

This area, along with Barrineau Park, Barth, Farm Hill, and Pine Barren, have all played an 
important role in the development of the county with its pioneer settlers mainly following the 
early sawmills and planer mills.

Molino boasted banks, a post office, car dealership, telephone company, brickyards, lumber 
yards, shipping industry, as well as many other businesses. Being close to the Escambia River, 
Molino was a major stop on the railroad with a hotel in downtown Molino for the visitors to stop 
along the way. Hotels were reserved for larger communities as many stops did not provide lodg-
ing—only quick stops for stretching one’s legs or getting a bite to eat. So, the fact that Molino 
offered sleeping accommodations indicated the size of the community we had.

Banks were also reserved for community’s large enough to support one, and Molino sup-
plied the community with a bank. The wealth of the community was sufficient to support a bank, 
which businesses needed. An article in the Pensacola Journal, dated Tuesday Morning, May 7, 
1918 stated that Molino made a great record by raising $12,500 for the war cause of WWI in the 
Liberty loan campaign. The quota was $10,000, but an additional $2,500 was raised when the “col-
ored peopled” contributed $2000 of that amount when they entered into the campaign with great 
earnestness.2

Molino produced many people who have gone on to become great citizens and accomplish 
many things. Molino has also had its share of scoundrels and scallywags. As with any community 
or town you have your good and your bad characters, and Molino was no different.

Because of the proximity to Escambia County, Alabama, many residents migrated south into 
Spanish West Florida and set up logging mills, as well as early lumber industry and brick yards. 
The soil in the area was very conducive to farming, producing vast amounts of virgin timber ripe 
for harvesting during the early days of our community. Timber was a very desired commodity, 

History of Molino, Florida and Surrounding Areas
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and, due to the proximity to both Escambia River and Perdido River, the area made it very easy to 
cut the timber and float it to market down the Perdido River and the Escambia River.

Molino has early roots since before Florida was a state. Some of the earliest recorded residents 
were the Thomas Cooper family. Others included the Sunday family, the Mims family and several 
others who were here long before Florida was a state. These brave folks, both men and women, 
contributed to the early history of our area. These men were large plantation owners with several 
slaves in their households, according to the early census records.

There were many crops grown in Molino and surrounding areas, such as cabbage, potatoes, 
buckwheat canola, various beans including velvet beans, tomatoes, Brussel sprouts, beets, spinach, 
turnips, sugar cane, black berries, okra, cucumbers, satsumas, watermelons, cantaloupes, Japanese 
persimmons, sand pears, pecans, wool, peas, corn, and many other crops. Potatoes were grown 
around Barrineau Park where they had a machine that sorted the potatoes by size and grade. The 
potatoes were then carted to the L&N Railroad Station in Molino where they were transported to 
Pensacola. These amounted to hundreds of railroad cars a year. They shipped from March to June, 
while the sweet potato season was from May to January.3

Bees produced honey, while cattle were abundant, as well as hogs, chickens, geese, and other 
animals that were butchered and shipped to Pensacola where they were sold at local stores. There 
were no fence laws at this time, so people would allow their animals to roam in the woods. It was 
necessary for each person to “mark” his livestock in various ways so they could be identified when 
all the animals were rounded up. There were also tung oil trees. The oil from the trees was shipped 
to Pensacola to be used in varnishes.

Molino hosted the first county fair in 1911. The fairground was located on Fairground Road 
in downtown Molino. The fair represented the middle of the county as well as the town. As with 
most early fairs, agriculture was at the center of the celebration. This attracted people from all 
over the county. Displays and competitions were held in many areas—like canned goods, live-
stock, and chickens—and women would display their needle works as well. The fair was a large 
part of early Molino history. The fair shut down in 1933 when Molino had to come into compli-
ance with state laws and at that time was un-incorporated.4

One of the earliest sawmills on the Escambia River in the Molino area was Cooper Mill that 
was operating as early as 1835. This mill harvested yellow, softwood, and longleaf pine.

The March 26, 1915, Molino Advertiser, called Molino “ ‘The Town of Many Mills’ Situated on 
the banks of Beautiful Escambia River.” At that time Molino was an incorporated town of about 
six hundred people. It boasted four church buildings and two school buildings—one of which was 
a modern three-room brick structure.

There was once an Indian Burial Ground in the Molino area, and in later years Wesley 
Thomley, a Molino resident, served as the Chief of the Florida Indian Tribe, composed of twelve 
clans in Florida and two in Alabama.

Molino had five fraternal organizations in 1915, including the Freemasons, and one lady’s 
organization. There was a businessmen’s association that included the Jacobi’s and Daffin’s in at-
tendance. Also, a fraternity hall was located in Molino.
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Molino had two town buildings, as well as a bank. There was a weekly newspaper that also 
had a job printing plant. The newspaper was a fair size for the community during the early 1900s, 
and it lasted until around the Second World War, at which time many people moved to the city.

Molino had three doctors and one dentist in the early 1900s. There were eight general stores 
and one drugstore in the incorporated area of Molino. They had a barbershop and a pressing club. 
The barbershop was run by a black man who cut the hair of both whites and blacks. There were 
three boarding houses and one restaurant.

There were numerous sawmills and a planning mill that employed over 300 hands and had the 
capacity of 60,000 board feet of lumber a day. Of course, with such a large lumber industry, a log-
ging railroad was needed, and that employed over 100 men at the time.

A canning factory was also in Molino that employed over 50 people during the time. There 
was a grist mill for grinding corn and other grains. Molino was important enough to have an ice 
plant for its citizens.

Molino was one of the first areas to have an electric light plant, as well as a local and long-dis-
tance telephone exchange. There was a telegraph, express, and freight service available in Molino.

With such a large business community and industry, a blacksmith was needed, as well as 
repair shops to repair and replace the machinery for the plants. Saws needed to be sharpened, and 
small items needed to be forged in the blacksmith shops for these mills.

Molino had six daily passenger trains from Molino to Pensacola. They also had river trans-
portation between Molino and Pensacola, which was a twenty-five-mile trip to Pensacola Bay. 
The river had freight and logging operations going daily. There was a swinging bridge over the 
Escambia River for barge traffic to travel up the river beyond Molino. The bridge would swing out 
so larger ships and barges could navigate the river easier.

Molino had a post office and a place to purchase money orders. There were several postmas-
ters over the years, as well as several locations for the post offices. Molino still has a post office, 
today, and has continued to have one since the late 1800s.

There were two flowing wells which were up to 210 feet deep and two large springs of pure 
water included in the corporate limits. Fresh water is a must for a community to grow, and people 
usually settled around fresh water.

There were numerous brick plants around Molino and surrounding areas. Barth, a small 
community just north of Molino on Brickyard Road, had several brick kilns for firing the bricks. 
Molino produced a large number of bricks during the early part of the 1900s. These brickyards 
produced over one hundred thousand bricks a day that were shipped down river, or by rail cars, 
to Pensacola where they were sent to various parts of the country.

Molino also had its recreation. They had two tennis courts, a baseball diamond, and a pool 
hall. But, they had culture as well, because they had a reading club and a hall for public entertain-
ment. They had fairgrounds and annual agricultural and livestock exhibits, as well as rides for the 
kids.
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Molino had great fishing and they boasted some of the best fresh water fishing around in 
Escambia River. Trout, bass, and many other species of fish were caught in the river. Hunting too, 
was plentiful, as deer, turkey, squirrels, and other game were readily available just a few miles out 
of town.

Some of the things that made Molino great were good, hard roads leading to all parts of the 
county. You could go north to Century or south to Pensacola in a day on good roads. Good roads 
allowed goods to be transported over land as well as water and railways. The railroad was an 
important element of the area. In 1880 there were six daily passenger trains to Pensacola. This 
allowed good movement of people and goods from Molino to Pensacola. What is now known 
as the Atmore Highway, Highway 97, was paved in 1936 allowing a direct route from Atmore to 
Pensacola of only forty-nine miles.5

As a result of the train stops, boarding houses were needed. Three boarding houses existed in 
1890, and a café provided a place to rest for travelers and businessmen.

We would be remiss if we fail to mention that the Frisco Railroad stopped in Barrineau Park. 
These trains transported goods to Pensacola, including crops of cabbage and potatoes.

Molino and the surrounding communities had excellent farms. There was even an orange 
grove in the area. Tung oil farms sprang up in the 1940s, when WWII make it difficult to import 
tung oil. There were many truck farmers who transported their vegetables and meat to Pensacola. 
The farmers would make sure they had the meat on the trains in the early morning so it would be 
to Pensacola when the meat markets or vegetable markets opened for the day.

Molino spent large amounts of money on their infrastructure to make sure the roads were 
good. There were buildings for businesses and land for both farming and other industries. During 
the early 1900s they spent over $50,000 on improvements.

Molino was headquarters for the Escambia County Crop Improvement conducted in conjunc-
tion with the United States Department of Agriculture. Molino also had dairy and poultry farms 
but not so many as other types of farms.

After WWII, factories sprang up in Pensacola, and people started to move out for jobs at the 
Navy Yard, Newport, Monsanto, and St. Regis. As those jobs arose, people did less and less farm-
ing, and Molino slowly started to die out to where it is no longer the incorporated area it once 
was but, rather now, a farm community of mid-Escambia County. If you ask people in Pensacola 
today where is Molino, very few can tell you where it is located. However, at one time, Pensacola 
depended very heavily on Molino for its food, lumber, bricks, and many other items.

Endnotes
1 “Molino Fairgrounds Comes to Life,” Pensacola News Journal, April 27, 2000, 2C.
2 The Pensacola Journal, May 7, 1918.
3 Modeste Hargis, Escambia County History, Pensacola, FL.
4 Pensacola News Journal, April 27, 2000.
5 The Atmore Advance, March 12, 1936.
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West Florida Genealogical Society
The Florida State Genealogical Society pres-

ents several types of certificates to individuals 
who can establish their lineal descent from an 
ancestor who was a resident of Florida before a 
certain date. Several members of the West Florida 
Genealogical Society have received certificates in 
recent years under this program, including me. 
It is indeed a privilege to present two certificates 
today to Suzanne Jones Landry.

The most prestigious certificate is the State 
Pioneer Certificate. This certificate recognizes an 
ancestor who was a resident of Florida before it 
became a state on March 3, 1845. John G. Gainey 

Pioneer and Settler and Builder Certificate Presentation to 
Suzanne Jones Landry

Virginia Shelby and Suzanne Landry
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moved from Georgia into Hamilton County, Florida in 1833. He registered his mark and brand 
in that year in Hamilton County, suggesting that he was, in part, a cattle rancher. He served with 
a unit composed, primarily, of residents of Hamilton County in the Florida Indian Wars in 1838. 
His family moved to Marion County sometime before 1850. He and two of his sons joined the 3rd 
Florida Infantry, together, in 1861 to fight in the Civil War. Unfortunately, John Gainey and one 
of his sons died during that war. His remaining family, later, moved into Alachua and Bradford 
counties. Suzanne was presented the Florida State Pioneer Certificate and pin.

Another certificate is the Settlers and Builders of Florida Certificate. This certificate recogniz-
es ancestors who were residents in Florida sometime between March 3, 1845 and December 31, 
1900. As the name of this certificate suggests, it honors ancestors who played a role in settling and 
building Florida after statehood. The second and third generations of Suzanne’s family all met this 
requirement. Suzanne was also presented a Settlers and Builders Certificate to honor Hezekiah 
Gainey, Millie Bragg, Edward Seaborn Gainey, and Mary Elva Whitcomb. Hezekiah Gainey was 
engaged in farming, and his son Edward Gainey was a merchant.
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Around the turn of the century, food was scarce. Even though people were recovering from 
the Civil War and reconstruction, food was not wasted. Every part of an animal or plant was used 
when cooking. If there were parts that could not be used in cooking, they were used in other 
means. Examples include using the cow hides for chair bottoms or using the fat from killing 
hogs for making soap or lard. I found a cookbook that was published in 1900 in Pensacola by the 
Ladies Aid Society and thought we might share some recipes, as well as other known recipes of 
the time.

In our area, fish was fairly abundant during the turn of the century, and what parts that could 
not be fried or baked were made into stews or fish chowder. During the hot summers, families 
would often take to the shores for the men to fish (and some women at the time). The men would 
catch the fish, while the women lounged on the shore or prepared the pots and fires for cooking. 
When enough fish were caught, the men would stop and clean the fish for the women to fry up 
for large family meals. Large cast iron frying pans were hung over the fires, and pork lard was 
melted into the skillet to fry the fish. The heads of the fish were saved to make fish chowder.

Fish Chowder—Take the head and shoulders of a red snapper or grouper, cut into 
pieces as thin as your hand; take half a pound of fat, sweet pickled pork; slice thin 
and fry out in the bottom of the pan; then take out a portion and put in a layer of 
Irish potatoes sliced thin; then a layer of fish, with one sliced onion. Add the portion 
of pork removed and repeat the layers until the pot is well filled; add pepper and salt 
to suit to the taste; cover well with water and cook until the potatoes are soft. Other 
salt water fish will answer, but the snapper or grouper heads will add large amounts 
of gelatins, both nutritious and delicious.
Another Fish Chowder Recipe—One small snapper, one quart of potatoes, one can 
tomatoes, spice, garlic, plenty of onions sliced, a piece of lemon peel, one glass claret 
(you can omit claret, but why would you). Put in a layer of potatoes, fish, tomatoes, 
spice, garlic, and so on, till it is all in; prepare a spoonful of lard, a very large spoon-
ful of flour; let it brown well, pour it over the fish, with two quarts of water, plenty 
of salt and pepper.

Hogs were grown on the farms and killed each fall. My father, Joseph Shelby, said the hog 
killings would take place during the first cold spell of the fall—usually late October. They would 
line up the hogs in the summer that would be slaughtered in the fall and do what they called “feed 
them out,” so the hogs could get fat for the fall killing. They would kill anywhere from just two or 
three hogs to a dozen at a time—depending on the amount of help they had. Again, all parts of 
the hog were used in cooking. One of the more common recipes of the time that my grandmother 
Laura Pugh Shelby made was hog head cheese. While I did not keep her exact recipe, I do remem-
ber some of the ingredients; a similar recipe follows:

Eating Habits and Recipes of the Early 1900s
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Hog Head Cheese—one pig’s head cooked and all meat removed; two gallons of 
water; one onion, salt and pepper, sage, cloves, bay leaves, and garlic. Remove meat 
from bones and strain broth. Measure eight cups of additional water. Run meat 
through meat press and then add spices. Mix. Put in mold and chill 8-10 hours.

Today, the cheese is made with other parts of the hog and not the head, but in the early days, 
the head was used for the cheese.

Again, all parts of the hog were used. The feet were pickled, the brains were fried with eggs, 
and the fat was rendered out to be used for cooking. Another use was to make candles or soap 
from the fat of pigs. The family farm could not afford to waste any part of the animals.

Soups and stews were often used, as that was a way to “stretch” meals for families. Almost any-
thing could be used in soups or stews. Vegetable soups were often used to rid the kitchen of small 
portions of vegetables that were left over and were not enough to save for another meal, but food 
was not to be wasted, so it would be used in soups. Also, if you only had a small portion of meat 
for the family, that would be a good way to have meat on the table. My grandfather, Joseph Shelby, 
loved to hunt and catch gopher and often would make gopher soup. A recipe for gopher soup is 
below:

Gopher Soup—for a large gopher take two tablespoons full of lard, five table-
spoonsful of flour and one onion chopped fine. Put the lard in the pot in which the 
soup is to be made, and when it is boiling hot add the flour, and when it is nicely 
browned add the onions and fry quite brown. Next, put the gopher meat in and 
fry fifteen minutes; then, add three or four quarts of boiling water. About an hour 
and a half before serving, season with thyme, parsley, mace, cinnamon, cloves, and 
allspice. The spices should be beaten and tied in a bag made of thin muslin and the 
bag removed before serving. The gopher sauce should be put in half an hour before 
serving. Just before dinner, add one pint of Madeira and two of claret wine. Boil this 
soup four hours; season with salt and pepper.

Since refrigeration was very limited—or non-existence—ways of preserving foods were re-
quired. One of the ways to preserve foods was pickling vegetables, fruits, and meats. Cumberers 
were used for pickles, and many recipes existed for pickles. Here are some other unusual pickle 
recipes. One such recipe was for

Green Tomato Pickles—one half bushel tomatoes, one dozen onions, one dozen 
green peppers. Slice thin or chop fine; sprinkle over them one pint of salt and ice. 
Stand overnight. Next morning, pour off the juice, cover with good cider vinegar 
and boil one hour. Next, press all the juice out and pack in a jar. Two pounds of 
sugar, two tablespoonsful each of allspice, cloves, pepper, and cinnamon and one 
teacupful each of ground mustard, turmeric, and horse-radish; two tablespoonsful 
of celery seed. Boil the seasoning in a gallon and a half of vinegar and pour over the 
whole.

I love how the measurements included a “teacup.” Since there were several sizes of teacups, 
what amount would you use. I know that most tea sets had somewhat standard cup sizes, but 
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there was some variation. Good farm cooks knew how to prepare food without the close measur-
ing we have today. My grandmother rarely measured. She had cooked for so long that she just 
knew by looking, the approximate amount of measurement.

Bread was an important staple in the home. Bread was usually baked daily, and various reci-
pes were used to give variety to the table. Biscuits were important to most tables and were usually 
made for breakfast. A recipe that appeared in the cookbook around the 1900s was

Beaten Biscuit—Two pounds of flour, one-fourth pound of butter, a small spoonful 
of lard, three gills of sweet milk (don’t know what a gill is for measurement) knead 
well and beat one-half hour until the dough blisters; roll thin; cut and prick with a 
fork, and bake until brown.
Brown Bread—One large cupful of flour, two large cupsful of meal, one cupful of 
molasses, one teaspoonful of soda and salt, enough sour milk or buttermilk to make 
a thin batter; steam three and one half to four hours.

Growing up during this time, desserts were needed as well. Especially the noon day or eve-
ning meals, something sweet was usually desired. Sometimes, all that could be used was a cold 
biscuit and cane syrup, but from time to time a treat could come like bread pudding or rice pud-
ding to use the left over or stale bread.

Bread Pudding—two cups milk; one-fourth cup butter; two eggs slightly beaten, 
one-half cup sugar; one teaspoon cinnamon or nutmeg; one-fourth teaspoon salt, 
six cups bread cut in cubes, one-half cup raisins. Mix all ingredients and place in 
baking dish. Bake for 45 minutes to one hour or until done.

My grandmother Laura Pugh Shelby could make the best biscuit pudding around. When I 
would come around, she would always try to make a pan full, and I would not disappoint her in 
enjoying my belly full of bread pudding.

Fruit cake was a staple during the holidays. There are probably as many recipes for fruit cakes 
as there were families at the time. The fruit cakes were made with more dried fruits rather than 
the candied fruits of today and the cakes were usually wrapped in cheesecloth soaked in different 
kinds of alcohol like—brandy, rum, or others.

Fruit Cake—One dozen eggs, one pound each of flour, butter, and sugar; two 
pounds each of raisins, currants, and almonds—some prefer pecans too; one pound 
each of citron and dried figs; one cup of molasses; one wine glassful each of wine 
and brandy. One ounce each of cloves, allspice, and nutmeg. Mix together and bake 
for two hours or until done. When the fruit cake was done, it was allowed to cool 
before wrapping the fruit cake in cheesecloth soaked in alcohol. It was important to 
re-soak the cloth every few days to keep the cake moist.

There were many other cake recipes, but often times ingredients were too precious to make 
other cakes frequently. One such cake was Angel food cake—would take up to ten egg whites. 
Since eggs were often sold for other staple items needed in the household, like coffee and sugar, 
these kinds of cakes were usually not made unless a special occasion, especially on the farm where 
very little extra money existed for luxuries.
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One treat on the farm was homemade ice cream. Since ice was scarce, ice cream at this time 
was often made during the winter when snow or ice could be collected for freezing the ice cream. 
Today, we frown on these old fashion recipes due to raw eggs, but during the early 1900s, that was 
not as much of a concern, since the eggs were fresh:

Ice Cream—three-fourths cup sugar; one-eighth teaspoon salt; one and one-fourth 
cups whole milk; three eggs beaten; one and one-half cups whipping cream; one 
tablespoon pure vanilla extract. Combine sugar, salt, and milk in deep pot and cook 
over medium heat until mixture almost boils. Reduce to low heat. Gradually stir in 
small portion of hot milk into the beaten eggs. Add eggs to remaining hot mixture. 
Cook over low heat, stirring constantly until slightly thickened, about five minutes. 
Remove from heat and refrigerate at least two hours. Combine whipping cream, 
vanilla, and chilled mixture, stirring until mixed. Pour in canister and churn. Pack 
outside with ice and rock salt. Churn until too hard to turn. Serve with fresh fruits.

Candy was made during the holidays. The number of ingredients usually prohibited the mak-
ing of candy in the farm home other times of the year. One recipe for chocolate candy follows:

Chocolate Candy—One cupful grated chocolate, three cupsful granulated sugar, a 
lump of butter the size of a walnut (is that a big walnut or a small walnut), one cupful 
hot water, a pinch of salt and a teaspoonful of vanilla; boil down to the consistency 
of candy; stir constantly; boil ten minutes and when done pour into buttered plates 
and cut in squares.

The farm wife was always making jellies and jams for the family. She would use anything 
available. Fruits were used, but also items like watermelon rinds were used to make jams or jellies. 
The fruits were boiled with sugar, strained, and put in jars to congeal. This was, usually, a day-long 
work.

Today, we have it so good with our modern conveniences and fast food preparation. But our 
foremothers had it hard, in that cooking a meal took all day. Women rarely had time to socialize, 
except for having groups of women who would get together and cook the jams and jellies. Also, 
when there was hog killing the women would again get together and share information and the 
work load.
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West Florida Genealogical Society Publications for Sale
2003 West Florida Footprints #24 — Free
2004 West Florida Footprints #25 — Free
2005 West Florida Footprints #26 — Free
2006 West Florida Footprints #27 — Free
2007 West Florida Footprints #28 — Free
2008 West Florida Footprints #29 — Free
2009 West Florida Footprints #30 — Free
2010 West Florida Footprints #31 — Free
2011 West Florida Footprints #32 — Free
2012 West Florida Footprints #33 — Free
2013 West Florida Footprints #34 — Free
2014 West Florida Footprints #35 — $4.00
2016 West Florida Footprints #36 — $4.00
Escambia County Marriage Book #2 1901–1918 — $25.00
1850 US Census, Escambia County, Florida — $21.50
1860 US Census, Escambia County, Florida — $23.65
1870 US Census, Escambia County, Florida — $25.00
1880 US Census, Escambia County, Florida — $21.50
So, Ye Want to be A Re‐enactor? (A Living History Handbook)

by Brenton C. Kemmer and Karen L. Kemmer — $15.25
Privateer and Privateering (with Eight Illustrations)

by Commander E. P. Statham, R.N. — $24.00
(Postage not included in listed prices, including free books.)

To purchase any of these publications contact Clint Morgan at the address listed below:
West Florida Genealogical Society

Publications for Sale
P.O. Box 10217

Pensacola, FL 32524-0217

West Florida Footprints CD
Issues 1 – 34 and Comprehensive Index Issues 1 – 8

Issues 1 – 34 have been digitized and the CD is available for purchase. The PDF files are 
indexed for full textual search capabilities. This is an alphabetized list of all the words used 
in a document or, more typically, in a collection of documents. Searching an index is much 
faster than searching all the text in the documents. The CD is compatible with Windows 
and Mac operating systems. To purchase a CD, send check or money order for $5 to WFGS, 
PO Box 10217, Pensacola FL 32524-0217, or purchase it at a monthly WFGS meeting.
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Index
A
Adkinson, Tom,  29

Tom, Mrs.,  30
Agerton, Joseph M.,  32
Aiken, J. H., Mrs.,  48
Alessandrà, Jose,  11, 12, 24
Allbritton, Marion H.,  32
Allen, Betty,  10
Almer, John J.,  16

Marion J.,  16
Marion Joseph,  16

Alverson, Ann,  8, 9
David,  8, 9
Lisa,  8

Ana (no last name),  11, 22, 23
Andrews, Dave,  40

Nancy,  40
Ard, John C,  45

Mary Greek,  45
Samuel Kater,  45
Vernon,  ii

Axtell, Mary Jane,  11

B
Baasen, J. B.,  14
Bancroft, Earnest L.,  32
Barlow, Rachel,  iv
Beall, Mrs.,  30
Beck, Nealie I.,  45

Zilla,  44
Bedwell, Aidan Loche,  iii

Anson Lane,  iii
Heather Shenea,  iii
Joshua,  iii
Madalyn Lei,  iii
Mollie Lenea,  iii

Bell, Misses,  48
Bergquist, Anna,  47
Bicker, Clyde Leo,  32
Bingham, Dorothy,  48
Bizzell, H. F.,  50

Mr.,  50
Blanton, Luther H.,  32
Blount, A. Clement, Jr., Mrs.,  48
Bonifay, Ann,  8

Emmanuel (Manuel),  8
Felix Manuel,  8
Francis Caimir,  8
LeRoy,  8

Mariana,  8
Boothe, Addison,  iv

Brian,  iv
Clifton,  iv
Gayle,  iv
Kelly,  iv

Boutwell, Leonard,  46
Bowman, Julian Duane,  iii

Shirley,  iii
Boyett, Ran,  29
Boyington, Mary Jane,  47
Brackin, Myrtice,  46
Bragg, Millie,  56
Brandenburg, Bill,  iv

Carole,  iv
Frank,  iv
Susan,  iv

Brazwell, Mattie Elizabeth,  42
Brosnaham,  Isabelle,  7
Brown, Cassie,  13

Dot,  40
Bryant, Arthur,  42

Carrie,  42
Charles Levy,  42
Dora Lee,  42
Elizabeth Shelby,  42
John Thomas,  42
Martin,  42
Minnie,  42
Rosa Lee,  42
William Henry,  42

Bryars,  34, 35
Catherine Margaret Hubbard,  34
Charles Edward,  34
J. L.,  34
Malinda,  36

Burch, Maud,  44
Sally Maude McNeil,  44

Burlison, Oscar,  32
Busbee, Lucinda,  44

Marion,  44
Matilda Ann Waters,  44

Busby, Elisha,  47
Frederick,  47

Butler, Willie,  32, 33
Butts, Tina,  iv

Wayne,  iv
Byron, George Gordon,  14

C
Campbell, John,  24
Cantellier, Cynthia,  10
Cardwell, Daniel A.,  32
Caro, Fanny,  30

Frank,  30, 33
Mrs.,  31

Carrancejie, Henry,  32
Cassaras, Rene,  46
Chaeckney, Peter,  32
Chapman,  50

John R.,  49
Choron, Wiley Franklin,  32
Clark, James E.,  32

James Edgar,  33
Clifford, Willie W.,  32
Cobb, Alex Edward,  45

John Devereau,  45
Colvon, Joseph T.,  32
Conlin, Mary,  20
Cook, Enoch,  33

Karen,  i
Coon, Doris,  iii
Cooper, Thomas,  52
Copeland (Gang),  49
Covington, C. M., Mrs.,  48
Cowen, John Thomas,  44
Cravy, Hines,  29

D
Daffin,  52
Daily, Malinda Caroline,  34
Daniels, Abe,  14, 15, 16

Abraham,  11, 13, 14, 16
Adeline,  14
Carolina,  14
Fannie,  11, 13, 14, 15
Fannie A. Steele,  14
Fannie Ada Steele,  16
Fanny,  14
Harry,  14
Henry,  14
Josephine,  15, 16
Julius,  14, 15, 16
Lawrence,  15, 16
Minnie,  14, 15, 16
Rebecca,  14
Rosalind,  15, 16
Sarah,  14
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Davis, Grant,  32
Joseph,  45
Mr.,  50
Sarah Eliza,  8

Dearborn, Luther,  47
DeBolt, Dean,  10
De La Rua, John,  51
De Rocheblave, Clara,  16
Dewey, Cathy,  12
Douglas, Anderson, Jr.,  32
DuBois, W. H.,  37
Dunlap, Deborah,  10

E
Eberle, Evan,  i
Eddins, Catherine,  i, 10
Elder, Drew E.,  32
Ernest, Cecil,  45

F
Falzone, Yolanda,  ii
Faulk, Frank,  33
Faulks, Frank,  32
Fellows, J. H.,  32
Finch, Edna,  48

M., Miss,  48
Marguerite,  48

Fisher, Daniel E.,  32
Henry,  i
Wm., Mrs.,  48
William, Mrs.,  48

Flinn, L. M., Miss,  48
Miss,  48

Forsythe, Joseph,  50
Foster, Mrs.,  31
Fowler, Cecil,  iv

Faye,  iv
Jack,  iv
Mona,  iv
Penny,  iv
Willie,  iv

Freisinger,  Anna Gindl,  iii
Charles D.,  iii
Jacqueline Bowman,  iii
Marvin Lee,  iii 
Ollie Mae,  iii
Peter,  iii
Richard William,  iii

Fung, Rosa,  48

G
Gainey, Edward,  56

Edward Seaborn,  56
Hezekiah,  56
John,  56
John G.,  55

Garrett, Joe E.,  32
Geniatts, Nick,  32
Giardina, Gaitano,  11, 12
Gibson, Julia,  i
Giordano, Pat,  i, 8, 9
Glackmeyer, Joe,  32
Goldring, Sol,  32
Goldshea, Mary Jewel,  42
Goldsmith, Japhus,  32
Gonzalez, David,  i, ii

S. J.,  14, 17
Graham, John, Mrs.,  31
Grant, Jack,  4
Graves, George, Mrs.,  30
Grier, Helen,  46
Grimes, Eli Abner,  44

H
Hahn, Anna Augusta,  47
Hale, Wiley Griggs,  32
Hall, Crosby,  46
Hamiltin, Penny,  40
Hamilton, Mr.,  50
Handrop, William “Funch,”  45
Hardin,  50

Ann,  49
Annie Jane,  49, 50
Clarissa,  49
Florida,  50
Florida Ann,  50
Griffin,  49
Griffin (grandson),  49, 50
Hiram, 49
John,  49, 50
John B.,  49, 50
Pamela Rester,  49
Sarah Ann,  49

Harper, John W.,  50
Harris, Adrian,  33

Adron,  32
William,  32

Harrison, Francis A.,  iii
Katie Bonifay,  iii

Hassebrock, Ted,  ii
Hatcher, Jene,  iv

Hayden, William T.,  32
Henderson, Ed.,  32

Merrill,  32
Herschkovitz, Miss,  48

Paula,  48
Hill, Thomas,  32
Hinsch, Elayne,  12, 24
Hobbs, Hulda,  43
Holmes, April  i
Holt, Jane,  42
Hooper, Wilber M.,  32
Hughes, Gloria Brandenburg,  iv
Hurst, Ada,  44

Alexander Churchwell,  44
Alonzo “Lonnie,”  47
Annie,  45
Annie Margaret,  45
Beulah,  45
Catherine “Katie,”  45
Clement C.,  44
Cleveland,  46
Elizabeth,  47
Elizabeth Mary Waters,  45
Elsie,  47
Ernest,  47
Esta,  47
Eula Mae,  45
Frank,  47
George G.,  47
Henry Earnest,  45
Henry John Johnson,  43
Horris,  43
Ida,  47
Ida Francis,  47
Ida Lee,  45
Infant,  45, 46
Isaac,  42, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48
James C.,  44
Jane,  44, 47, 48
Jefferson Davis “J.D.,”  47
John,  44, 46, 47
John Carl,  45
John “Coot,”  45, 46
John Napoleon Bonaparte,  42, 44
Judie,  45
King,  43, 44
King Solomon Columbus,  42
Lanie Margaret,  45
Lonnie B.,  47
Luther Martin,  45
Maggie,  45
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Margaret “Maggie” Waters,  46
Mary,  44
MeLanie,  46
Missouri,  45
Napoleon,  47
Nora,  47
Phernoia,  48
Priscilla,  44, 47
Rilda Nancy,  44
Robert,  44
Robert H.,  43
Ruth Louise,  46
Sophronia Hattie,  44
Thomas Jesse,  46
Velma,  47
Vesta,  47
William Preston,  43

Hyatt, Jackson,  32

I
Ingraham, Henry,  7

Isabelle,  7
Marguerite,  7
Walker, Mrs.,  7

Isosaari, Jan,  40

J
Jack (slave),  50
Jackson, Charles E.,  33

Jennifer,  8
Pat,  8

Jacobi,  52
Al,  2, 3
Albert Avery,  2

Jernigan, Minnie,  43
Nancy Trawick,  43
Robert P.,  43
Vickie Queenie,  43

Johnson, Anna,  42
Dan Douglas,  32
“Doc,”  29
Eliza,  43
Frances “Fannie,”  43
Gus,  29
Jacob,  42, 44
Mary,  42
Mrs.,  31

Jones, Henry J.,  45
L. A.,  44
Lonnie,  40
C. M., Mrs.,  48
Shirley,  i, 41

K
Kahn, Sylvia,  48
Kea, Roy,  47
Keller, Vera,  48
Kelly, Ed,  28

Kieran,  i
Kemmer, Brenton C.,  61

Karen L.,  61
Kilpatrick, William W.,  32
Kirk, Carolyn Tyirin,  15

Gordon W.,  15
Kirksey,  Emmett,  39

Jerry,  38
Koble (brothers),  30
Kugleman, Miss,  48

Sadie,  48

L
La Beau, V., Miss,  48
Laczko, Zachary,  12
LaFar, T. A.,  37
Lambert, A. C., Mrs.,  31
Landry, Suzanne,  55, 56

Suzanne Jones,  55
Larsen, John,  11, 13
Lee,  Bill,  3

(County surveyor),  30
Marcie,  49

Lempke, Sibyl,  48
Lewis, Bonnie Griffis,  ii, 5
Limle, Dominick,  11, 22
Lindsey, Auriette,  ii, 40

Mary Judy,  47
Nettie,  16

Lispcomb, Sarah,  47
Lister, Annie Bell Penton,  43

Moses,  42
Retta,  42

Loomis, Clarence S.,  32
Louisia (slave),  22
Lucas, Amber Williams,  iii

Chelsea Prather,  iii
Kora Leigh,  iii
Marvin Dowling,  iii
Sharon,  iii
William Ashton,  iii

Lundy, P. H.,  36, 37

M
Maestré, Francesca,  22

Louis,  11, 22, 23
Maria,  22

Marie,  24
Mallory, Angela,  11

Stephen,  11, 12
Stephen R.,  32

Malone, Angeline,  43, 47
Joel “Boot,”  47
Martha Elizabeth,  47

Marle, Priscilla,  42
Martin, James Thomas,  47
Marvin, E., Miss,  48
Maura, Oscar, Mrs.,  48
Max, Wm. J.,  33
Mayes, Frank L., Mrs.,  48
Maygarden, Louis A.,  32
Mayne, Ashton,  iv

Benjamin,  iv
Brandon,  iv
Donna,  iv
Gloria,  iv
Gloria Fowler,  iv
Haley,  iv
John,  iv
Lawrence Jasper,  iv
Lewis John, Sr.,  iv
Ruby Mae Baker,  iv

McCarthy, Erin,  11
McCraney, Bell,  43
McHugh, James,  15
McKay, JoAnn,  ii, 40
McKnight, Henry,  32
McLaughlin, Henry,  28
McMillan, Claude N.,  32
McNair, Hilliard,  28

John G.,  26
Modeste,  42
Gibb, Mrs.,  31

McNathan,  47
Merritt, Jerry,  ii

Misses,  48
Miles, Erin Elizabeth “Lizzie,”  34

Lizzie,  34
Milstead, Charlie B.,  32
Mims (family),  52
Moor, Mrs.,  31
Moreno, Angela,  12

Francesco,  12
Morgan, Clint,  ii, 41, 59
Moss, Maranda Faye Wilkinson,  iii
Mowery, Debra,  ii, 40

Denise,  ii, 7, 8, 31, 33, 36, 48
Myers, Ginger,  12
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N
Nelson, Gary F., Mrs.,  31
New, James,  13

James L.,  20
Nobles, Priscilla,  i

Priscilla Mims,  ii

O
O’Donovan, James S. L.,  32
Olsen, Antone,  44

William Antone,  44
Overton, Samuel R.,  11

Samuel Ragland,  11
Owen, Z. A.,  37

P
Palmes, Maria Del Rosario,  8
Parish, Annie,  38

Wyatt,  38
Pasco, Caleb,  12
Patterson, Sam,  32, 33
Peavie, Elbert,  32, 33
Penton, Aaron Dupree,  44, 45

Flora Iris,  46
Frank Clifford,  46
James Aaron,  46
James Miles,  45, 46
John Aaron,  44
Lottie,  47
Lucy Mahaley,  46
Mack Frederick,  46
Marbery Arthur,  46
Mary Priscilla,  46
Moses,  43
Moses Jackson,  47
Nellie Francis,  46
Tecy Jane,  46
Zellia Beck,  45

Perdue, Webb,  33
Perry, Margaret Gertrude Davis,  45
Phillips, Dan,  i

Robert,  33
Piaggio, Dario Giuseppe,  11, 12
Pica, Beverly Bonifay,  8
Purcell, Henry,  28

R
Raines, Kathryn,  i
Rawls, Susan,  5
Ray, Jacinthy,  42, 44

Jesse,  42, 44
Martha,  44

Mary,  42
Priscilla,  44

Reagan, Reiley,  46
Reeder, Jesse,  42

Nathaniel “Nathan”,  42
Reedy, Mrs. P. H.,  30, 31

Randolph N.,  26
Reese, J. S., Mrs.,  48

J. Simpson, Mrs.,  48
R. Pope, Mrs.,  48

Renfroe, Erin,  i, ii
Resmondo, Belle,  43

Clarence Glen,  47
Reynolds, Jacqueline,  26, 38
Rich, Ava,  40
Roberts, John,  35

J. M., Mrs.,  48
Robertson, John J.,  32
Robinson, Alexander,  24

Charlotte (Lottie),  24, 25
Elizabeth,  24
Emanuel,  24
George W.,  32
John,  24
Joseph,  24
Josephine,  24
Louisa,  24, 25
Margaret,  24, 25
Mary,  24
Rebecca,  24, 25
Thomas,  11, 12, 24, 25
Thomas (son), 24, 25
Waverly,  43

Rodgers, Annie Belle,  45
Rolfs, John,  30
Roosevelt, Franklin D., President,  16
Rose, Robert James,  46
Ross, John,  33
Rova, Bruce,  i

S
Saltmarsh, T. W., Mrs.,  48
Sanders, Earl W.,  32
Sandusky, Margaret,  48

Misses,  48
Saunders, E. E.,  13

E. E., Mrs.,  48
Scherer, Joe,  3
Schipman, Charlotte,  ii, 1, 40, 41

Henry Swinson,  1
Mabel McLean,  1

Swinson,  1, 4
Scott, McKee B., Jr.,  32
Secquiche, Martha,  43
Seldon, West,  32
Sharon, Charles A.,  32
Shelby, Duncan W.,  47

Elijah,  45
Elizabeth “Betty,”  45
James Julian,  44
Jack,  45
Joe,  56
John M. “Jack,”  45
Joseph,  55
Laura Pugh,  55, 57
Virginia,  i, ii, 10, 34, 40, 41, 42, 

51, 55
Will,  46
William A., Jr.,  46
William A. “Bill,”  45, 46
William A. “Bill,” Sr.,  46
William “Bill,”  35, 45

Silvia, Faye,  iii
Jimmy,  iii

Simmons, Thomas,  48
Skipper, Mr.,  50
Slaughter, Jesse,  32
Smith, George,  29

Jeptha,  50
Newman,  32
Porschia,  6
S. L.,  50

Smyer, Miles,  47
Snyder, Bessie Eleanor,  42
Soper, Clarise,  i, 40, 41
Spear, Amos Allen,  5

Annie Christine Lunday,  5
Bill,  5, 6
Christina,  5
David,  5
Scott,  5
Susan,  5
William,  5
William A.,  5

Stark, Fredie,  42
Statham, E. P.,  61
Steele, Alice,  14

Charlotte Elizabeth,  14
Fannie,  14
Fannie Ada,  14
S. J.,  14
Thomas,  14
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Stockstill, Annie Jane,  49
Thomas Jeremiah,  49

Stokes, Johanna,  13, 20
John,  11, 13, 20, 21
John (son),  20
Kathleen,  20
Mary,  20, 21
Patrick,  20
Thomas,  13, 20

Strohl, Evan,  i, ii
Suggs, Amanda,  iv

Curtis,  iv
Sunday (family),  52

Benjamin Millard,  47
Francis “Frank,”  47
John, Jr.,  i
Sarah Nelson,  47

Swinford, Carol Ann, iii
Harry,  iii
Margaret Huston,  iii

T
Tanton, Jasper,  29

Skye Grace Marie,  iii
Taylor, Ann,  50

Ann Hardin,  49
Charles,  49
E. H.,  12

Emma Hulse,  11, 12
Lewis B.,  12

Terry, Jessie Belle,  46
Thomas, Walker Wilmer,  32
Thomley, Wesley,  52
Thompson, Mrs.,  31
Thornton, E., Miss,  48
Turner, Robert,  1, 2

U
Udgreen, Arthur,  32

V
Van Duzer, Will, Mrs.,  31
Veasley, John,  40
Vidal, Miguel,  24, 25

W
Wallace, Dorothy,  40
Ward, Billy,  ii
Wariner, Betty (Ed) Hattaway,  iv

Frank,  iv
Patricia Brandenburg,  iv

Waters, James Alexander,  45
Margaret “Maggie,”  45

Watts, Pam,  ii
Webb, John Elster,  32
Wells, Jamin,  10, 11

Jordan,  11

Whitcomb, Mary Elva,  56
White, Dylan,  13, 14

Ervin Elmo,  43
Henry,  43
Hester Lucretia,  43
John,  43
Leon,  43
Rorry,  43
William Henry,  43

Whiting, James,  32
Wilkinson, Frances Kathryn,  iii

Frances Kathryn Harrison,  iii
Roy,  ii
Wayne,  iii
William Wayne,  iii

Williams, Ed,  29
Willingham, Henry,  32
Wilson, Oneila,  43

William “Bill,”  47
Wingate, Willie S.,  32, 33

Y
Yniestra, Genovella Teresa,  8
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